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SOITRCS BOOK 


This is a "scrap” book rafide up of duplicates and unused material supplied 
by friends of Dr, ifm. A, Taylor^ former chief of BPI^ for use in preTDarin-? 
the "memory book" mentioned in the clipping from USm pasted above. *’The 
slim volume actually presented to Dr, Taylor and which was circulated at 
the Plant Indo^stry Station, Beltsville, Md. during October and Hovember 
contained perhaps 15 percent of the material in this book, but included*all 
of the group pictures and, of course, the originals of all letters. 

Dr^ J. H. {4agness was in Columbus, t^hio, early in December 1944, to deliver 
a lecture before the Fruit School of Ohio State College, and with Professor 
J. H. Gourley, Chairman of the Department of Horticulture, Ohio State 
former Assistant Secretary of Agriculture H, Dunlap, visited Dr! 
Taylor at his home the evening of December 5, 1944, and presented the book. 


Beltsville, Md, 


Prints of group pictures may be obtained 

from Robert L. Taylor, Plant Exploration 

and Introduction, Plant Industry Station j 
BeltsvniA ^ at'iou, / 



Mention WAT number and identify 





































WILLIAM ALTON TAYLOR: 

The Odyssey of a Department''of Agriculture Career Man, 

1863 Born June 23 at Chelsea, Michigan 
1888 Graduated from Michigan Agricultural College with 
B.S. degree (D, Sc, 1913). Michigan was then • 
recognized as the leading agricultural school of 
the country, t 

1888 Managed a fruit far^i, 1888-91, at Douglas, Mich, 

1891 Appointed assistant ;^omologist in U.S, Dept, Agr, 

1900 Made Chevalier du Merits agricole hy Prance 

1909 Sent to Panama at request of President Taft to make 

agricultural survey 

1910 Appointed Assistant Chief of Bureau of Plant Industry 
1913 Made Chief of Bureau 

1933 Retired, Reached retirement age June Lut was con¬ 
tinued hy President Pranklin D, .Roosevelt until 
December 3 I. 
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m, WILLIA14 A. TAYLOH 

as he looked \\fhen he retired from the federal Service December 31, 3-9^5 
after more than 42 years contimious service in the U, S, Department oi 
Agriculture, He was Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry 
from 1910 to 1913 , and Chief from 1913 to 1933. , ^ring his more than 
42 years of service in the Department, he served under lO different 
Secretaries of Agriculture and, especially during his later years, was 
^ confidential advisor to many of them. 
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THS ACOEN 

When Clarence A, Heed, passing through Colxuahus, Ohio, in July, 19 > paid a visi 

tfor Taylor and took a picture of him, his son Billy, and Mrs. Tajtor ^ 
the"aoom"from »diich this hook haS grown. For on his 

displayed the picture everyone wanted to knovf all about Dr, Taylor and w 
he remembered to him when Mr. Heed wrote. In self defe^e, . + 

they write their own letters, offering to forward them to Dr. ^jylor. Afte t a , 
the^delugel In less than no time he had a score of letters to be forwar ed an 
people were stopping him in the corridors or on the grounds to ask permission to 

include letters. 

Then Eohert L Taylor, -ohotographer for the Division of Foreign Plant F^loration 
and I^r^Ltlon/eng^ested fha? gronp pictures he taken of ®^ 17 ®- 
Taylor, to be sent along with the letters. He offered to help . 

pictures. So did Wilfred Mead, photographer for the Division of Infomation, n 
P S Brown photographer with Sugar Plant Investigations. So here are the p*oups, 
witLew^L wel^as^lder employees included. Jack Ferrall, who is an amateur 

a L - __ ^ ttVia Trtfl. 


# . 'I 


t' 


with newer as well as older employees incxuasa. ^""7 » I 

bookbinder, offered to assemble and bind the material, adding some pictures and 
reminiscences from his Uo years' service in the Bureau. 


Phe book, then, is a labor of love, compiled at lunch time, after hours “ » 

3 dd moments From late Jtay until November, Clarence Heed could be seen almost 
iny noon marshalling a group to be photographed. The book, too, constitutes an 
amLing tribute for it seems incredible that a man retired from 

for a dozen years or more should still be remembered so clearly and so affection¬ 
ately as to bring forth a spontaneous response such as this. 
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C. A. REKD BRINGS ‘M BACK FBDM THE GRATE i 

Mr. C. A. Reed, whose help was invaliiahle in getting the group pictures 
you \ifill find in this volume, rather outdid himself one afternoon when 
he brought two men hack from the grave to have their pictures taken. 

Yes that is actually true, hat happened is that he had to attend a 
funeral at Takoraa Park, Md. at 2 p.m. that afternoon, returning to 
Beltsville at 3 p.m. to help with the group picture planned for that 
afternoon. 

While attending the Takoma Park funeral, he met two retired employees 
of the Bureau who had formerly known and worked with Dr. Taylor. They 
were Dr, William Stuart,.formerly in charge of potato investigations, 
3 jLd E. L. Crandall, who for many years was the expert photographer for 
the Division of Plant Exploration and Introduction. Mr. Reed urged 
them to return to Beltsville with him to have their pictures taken with 
the group. They agreed. 

So, you see, he actually brought them back from the grave i 

DEAD SIX MONTHS 

Back from the grave? Well, C, A. Reed himself is back from the grave, 
in a way. At least in the opinion of a certain Detroit man. 

This man visited Takoma Park some months ago and having known Mr, Reed 
for years, inquired about him. The person to \^lhom he put the question 
was a bit hazy, but v;as rather certain that Clarence Reed had died some 
six months previously! 

Retitrning home the Detroit man broke the sad news to his wife with the 
result that Mrs, Reed had a perfectly wonderful letter of condolence 
from her, 

C. A., however, insists that the report of his death, like that once 
circaLated about Ma.rk Twain, ’’is greatly exaggerated,” 

ft 

It is fortunate for the success of this volume that it is — or was. 


WATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATWATVIATWATWATWATWATWATWATWAT 


























STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Research Administration 

BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY, SOILS, AND 
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING 


UNITED 


BELTSViLLE. MARYLAND 


Dr. William A. Taylor 
Lake Ridge Farm 
Fennville, Michigan 


Dear Dr. Taylor 


I understand that some of your old associates are getting togetner a iiuLJ-e 
volume fcr you, reminiscent of your long association with the Bui'eau. 

It was in 1917 that I came to work in your office and that is over a quartei 
of a century' ago. It is twenty-three years since you brought me into my 
present assignment. It is thirty-three years since I first came to the 
Bureau. All of this indicates why I have perhaps reached that age where 
it is quite easy to reminisce. 

Nevertheless, it is a temptation to reminisce because it takes your mind 
back to the pleasant days when we worked together in the Bureau. 

So much of the personality of the Bureau was given to it by yourself and 
Dr. Kellerman. It is more or less of a habit for some people to refer to 
the "good old days." When those of us who had the privilege of working 
with you refer to the "good old days," we really mean it from the bottom 
of our hearts.. I shall always be profoundly grateful for the opportunity 
I had of working in intimate contact with you those many years. We now 
have a new physical plant. It has .many very real advantages. We have nice 
buildings, facilities and land, and we are all together. But conditions 
have changed and many'^ people are new. it is our hope that under conditions 
of today, there will be ehough carry-over from the good old days to again 
develop a soul and again make it a vital and happy institution. 

With the best of wishes, I am 

Very sincerely. 


H. S. Allanson 

Business Manager of Bureau 
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PEOUSSOR LIBERTY HYI2E BAILEY 

"The Grand Old Man" of horticulture was bom at South Haven, Mich, on 
March I 5 , 1S5S, and at the ripe old age of 26 is still working actively 
for American agriculture. He is editor 0 ^ standard cyclopedias of agri¬ 
culture and of horticulture and has written scorns of books and hundreds 
of articles on agricultural topics. He was professor of horticulture at 
Michigan Agricultural College when Dr, Taylor studied there. 
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BAILEY HORTORIUM 

NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
Ithaca, New York 


L. H. Bailey, Director 
Philip A. Munz, Taxonomist 
Ethel Zoe Bailey, Curator 
Florence Mekeel, Illustrator 


Address 

Bailey Hortorium 
Sage Place, Ithaca, N. Y, 


Dr. W. A. Taylor 


Oolunbus, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Taylor; 

It is a pleasure to add rny testimony and congratulations 
along ^Ith others On your important and continued success in 
life. I find that yoa are now eighty-one years old. I was 
once that young myself; since that time the years have brought 
rare satisfactions as well 8.s the usual obligations. I trust 
a similar experience may accrue to you. 

Your work in the public interest has been long and 
sustained and competent. . -We have a.l! been mindful of the 
excellence of your contribution to the organization of 
.;OVv?rnmental and scientific aiiairs, and are under obligation 
for the clarity and uniformity of your personal efforts aiid 
organizing aolity. To me all this is particularly gratifying 
since'I remember you as an apt and earnest student when I was 
trying to learn how to teach. 
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I I RPRISrsBmNGE — 

|/HoimClJIICmT[ftM)E “ *""" 

I A Tribute to Dr. W. A. Taylor 

I And to Otkor, Unselfish, V.lu.ble Government 
I Workers of Whom He Is Typical 

T appreciative article in the Florists 

X Exchange for Nov. 11 [page 13] that Dr. William A 

of Agriculture, having 

litt placed on the retired 

list, the action to take effect Dec. 31. 

Dr. Taylor’s -work brought him into- close touch with 
he nurserymen. I am safe in saying that there is not 

witThi. in contact 

with his work, Who does not hold him in the highest 

regard and does not now wish him long life and health 
and happiness in his retirement. 

T I cannot remember when I did not know Dr. Taylor. 

I know that I was pestering him with letters asking for 
advice and information as far back as 30 years ago. I 

Pretty regularly ever 
'T 1 there has never been an occasion when Dr. 

Taylor did not take all the time and go to all the 
trouble necessary to give me all and exactly the in- 
formation asked for. ^ 

All nurserymen should know, and all do know who 

vlrLhiTf Taylor, that he was in- ! 

variably fair and square with us; an able, honest man i 
and a gentleman, every inch of him. 

you?'^ ^ can | 

We have, in the departments at Washington, a group I 

to ^ who have chosen I 

to devote their talents and to give their lives to the I 
public service. They knew, when they entered the serv I 
hiri! f Highest places open to them, as I 

fi^cd by law, would I 
fford them no more than a very modest living. They I 
knew, too, that in private business or in the employ I 

cf them, earn I 

nf GTovernment would pay them. I 

Public V ® ideals, looking upon I 

End r ^ an honor, I 

r J thought Of mere money making. I 

ser^ce reward such I 

abilitv’approximate what the same I 
ability would command outside the Government serv- ■ 

Z' ffi niggardly as a people; it is Just that ■ 

to do ^ done what, in simple Justice we ought I 

men^ Taylor is one of that group of departmental career I 

sttou]7tinr”'®S'"^ something wholesome and I 

^ ® example of men like Dr. Taylor, of ■ 

their expected reward is the honor of serving H 

if is c^nnntry. They are fine Americans. ■ 

in the ®"ch lives as theirs, lived ■ 

P r of high ideals of public service, that make 

us realize how Paul Telt wherT i, - 

Roman citizen;” that make us proud to 

spirit. "Civts americanus sum./” Dr Slor 

quiet way. has helped to make it mean' hv tl ’ . 

^ericlm'" '''''' «c>mething more toTf^rn'H 

days be long intof fandTefSs Served H 

<uuy. so .bly, so unsemshfy. S pSt^ ir’ “ 

s. 4”.tTrsh“'^ wrUy‘'rravTh 

th.. way, ,p Sh.s ^rot‘wLoZi 





























One of the beauty spots near the old Department administrative 
building, this “summer house” was even more lovely in winter, as 
the photograph indicates* It was reported to be a popular rendez¬ 
vous for the famous old game of "Popping-the-Question.'" 


























.ch 1. 190S, the Weet--e -.pleted and of 

Ind^try 1. Saet^ang^^a,^^ SW, hea^artere for Division of 
pa,rtni6iit liTsrs.ryJ* j r- •unriai 6 Smitlisoiiisii Institution 

?ticulture an® 0 B 0 l 0 ^; 5. “f^^^^fJ^iJ^ati^e gilding of the Depart- 
Freer Art Oollery; g, Bureau of Entomology; 11, tem- 

nt, torn dovm in 193 » 9, ^uichwsre occupied 157 the Department after the 
r'irfactfa sfod 'si" of the private dwellings shown in the photograph 
re occupied hy the I^partmentf 




V/^T 





























The clock in the Post Office Department tower 
could he seen quite clearly from Dr. Taylor's 
office in “^he West ^ing. This prohahly eaplains 
why he was so seldom home late for dinner 1 






















GO IN’ fISHIN* 

This picture shows a small lake in the department grounds where the greenhouses 
were later put up. This is looking toward l4th street. It was reported that 
this lake was the reamins of a former creek bed which had been incorporated into 
the land on what is now Constitution Avenue. The picture was made about lg97. 
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B. T, GilLLOWAY 

He served as Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry from its organization 
until 1912, when he was drafted to hecome Assistant Secretary of Agriculture. 
He held that position for 2 years and then resigned to hecome Dean of the 
College of Agriculture at Cornell University. He remained there until I916, 
feuen he came hack to the Department and spent the remaining years of his 
oificial life as pathologist in the Division of Plant Exploration and 
Introduction, 
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1930. Showing the West Wing snugging “op a^inst the newly completed ^ ^ 
Administrative section, Nearly 3^ years before Congress had appropriated 
hut part of the money asked for hy Secretary James Wuson with ^ich to 
build an adequate structure in which to house the entire Washington staff. 
Congress assumed that he would take the reduced appapriation and, cutting 


hi8“^rment according to the cloth," put up a smaller ■building. Instead 


the canny Scotchman used the fund as far as they would go toward eonstruc- 
tl-tg the bulling he had originally planned. There was Just enough money to 
oonttruct the two wings. On March 1, igOS, the West Wing wa^on^leted 
and assigned to the Bureau of Plant Industry. It tos ^ yeaps before 
Congress relented sufficiently to provide for the Adminlstratlire section, 
and the two wings, with the space between, like a missing tooth, were a 
continml source of jesting by guides and visitors. 
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Employees of the Di^dsion of Botany, Bureau of Plant Industry, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washin^on, D, C, Photographed in 1902 
on steps of huilding occupied at 224 12th Street, Southwest. 

1 , J. W, T. Duvel; 2, Edgar Brown; 3, P. H. Slllman; 4 , W. P. Wight 
5 , David Waters; 6, Guy U. Collins; 7 , Geo. P. ELu^; g, Chas. Grant 
9 , J. X. Priedman; 10, Sam Keese; 11, Pred Boe; 12 , Ivar !I?ide3trom 
15 , V. Stockherger; l 4 , V. K. Chestnut; 15, Carl S. Scofield 
Id, Vf, W, Tracy; IJ, W, E, Safford; IS, Manuel Praile; 19, Charles 
Mansfield; 20, Prederick V. Coville; 21, Victor R. Bailey; 22, L. H. 
Dewey; 23 , W. H. Walpole; 24 , W. E. Beattie; 25 , Mrs. McBirney (Paye 
Leonard); 26, Mrs. Emily Bergner; 27 , Emma Doyle; 2S, Marjorie Warner 
29, Mrs. E. Y. Johnson; 30, Ivy Hurdle; 31, Bessie Belle Oakley (Mrs. 
R. A. Oakley); 32, Alice Cathcard; 33, Mrs, Eiva E, Hicks; 34 Mary 
M. McClure; 35 , Mrs. L. E. Berryhill; 36, Alice Hinkel 
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Employees of the Di-vision of Vegetable Physiology and Pathology. 
Photographed on the steps of the h\iilding occupied by the revision at 
1304-1306 B Street Southwest, Washington, D* 0, 1902 

j 1, Ci L. Shear; 2, 0, P, Hartley; 3, ^Iph Robinson; 4, T. H, 

I Kearney; 5, 0* Townsend; 6, M. 3. Waite; 7, Erwin P. Smith 

i g, A. P. Woods; 9, George T, Moore; 10, Herbert J..Webber; 

I 11, Mark A, Carleton; 12, E. M. Chamberlain; 13, E. H, Bradley; 

l4, K, P, Kelleiman; 15 , R* P* 3>xggar; 16 , Dean P, Swingle; 17 , 

J, P. Brewer; IS, Pranic L. Goll; 19 , Jesse B, Norton; 20, W, A, Orton; 
21, T, W. Raison; 22, W, R. McKinney; 23, Mrs. Edna Parker; 24, Nellie 
E, Pealy; 25, Mrs, Lucy Holton; 26 , Elsie Lower; 27, Mrs. A. M. Smith 
2 g, Agnes %er; 29, Mabel Wheeler; 3®, A.gnes Quirk; 31, Pi ora W, 
Patterson. 
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September l4, 1^4 


Dear Dr. Taylor: 

The folloi-zing members of the staff of the former Bureau 
of Plant Industry Library send you their cordial greetings. We 
have many pleasant memories of the days when you were our Bureau 
Chief, and we were interested in the news of you and your family 
which Mr, Reed brought to us. 

You may have heard that since Miss Barnett retired there 
have been many changes in our libsrry service. All of the Bureau 
libraries are merged with the Main Library, and aside from a small 
branch at the Beltsville Station there is no longer a Plant Industry 
Library, Some of the staff have retired, but a few of us still 
carry on work which is of interest to the Bureau. 

With this enlargement of the Main Library and its reorganiz¬ 
ation we have naturally lost some of the personal touch that was so 
distinctive in the Library of your day. It is to be expected tha-t 
we who knew the bureau \mder your leadership should look back to 
those ’’good old days” with some nostalgia. We hope that you may 
be interested in vjriting the history of the achievements of those 
days, as undoubtedly your recollections can provide information 
which no one else can supply. 

Our very best wishes to you foi^ealth and good living in 
your future years, viiich we hope may be many. 

Yours most sincerely 


Alice C, Atwood 
Magdalene R, Netvman 
Jessie M. Allen 
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Knowles A. Ryerson octo’ber of 

Chief of the f ^eSml’Iiel^^of tlTSllfornia Breach Agricultural | 

;he same year. He lesign ^ . * f 

Sxpsrlment Station at Bavis, _ 





































, This was the entire scientific staff of the ^vision of Plant Pathology 
except Dr, Erwin P. Smith, then on a field trip, and Dr, Hewton B. Pierce 
working in California, Dr. Waite took the picture in October 1893, 
he posed it, then stepped into position and operated the camera with a * 
string tied to his ankle-- quite a popular trick in those days i 

Top Rows Joseph P. James, Editor; Theodore Holm; M. B, Waite; P, H, Dorsett 
Bottom Sows David Pairchild; B. T. Galloway; Walter T. Swinge 
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__AHD SOMI! WEHTY YEAK UTTO, in 1912: 

1 , Walter T. Svingle; 2, M. 3. Waltef 3. 

U A. ?. Woods; 5, David ^airohild; 6, P, H, Dorsett 
7’ B, T. Sedloway; 8, Erwin E. Smith 
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It probably never occurred to you, 
much less to the average American, 
that we should have many more food 
scarcities had it not been for three 
Department scientists of the Gay 
Nineties. One of these men argued 
to beat the cars; one looked at a tree; 
one looked at a cotton plant. As a 
result of that, nearly every food and 
fiber crop you can name is much more 
abundant today than it would other¬ 
wise have been. 

These three men were research 
workers but, of course, they were also 
bureaucrats, for they worked in the 
Department, which was a bureau¬ 
cratic organization even in those 
days. True, there was no BPISAE 
nor even a BPI then, but there was 
a Division of Vegetable Physiology 
and Pathology, which became part 
of BPI when it was created in 1901. 

This division be^n life as a Sec¬ 
tion of Mycology in the Division of 
Botany in 1886. It became a full- 
fledged division in 1890. Erwin F. 
Smith joined up with F. Lamson- 
Seribner, chief of the Division, in 
September 1886. He was the man 
who argued. 

Of course, he did lots of funda¬ 
mental research on fungus and virus 
diseases of plants. In fact, he it was 
who initially called attention to the 
strong resemblance between crown 
gall of plants and human cancer. 
But he was especially struck with the 
finding of T. J. Burrill, of th£ Uni- j 
versity of Illinois, corroborated by J. 
C. Arthur,^ of the New York (Ge¬ 
neva) Agricultural Experiment Sta¬ 
tion, that bacteria could cause plant 
disease. 


Smith argued 

That was a novel and heterodox idea 
in those days. A lot of people, in¬ 
cluding a very smart German named 
Fischer, said it was just downright 
silly. Formerly plant diseases had 
been r^arded as an act of Provi¬ 
dence and there was very little you 
could do about them but pray. How¬ 
ever, their inroads became so disas¬ 
trous to farmers that they said the 
Department just must do something 
about them. The Department did. 

Smith decided that bacteria caused 
a good many plant diseases hitherto 
attributed to fungi or to the malig¬ 
nance of Providence. Despite all op¬ 
position he pounded away in labora¬ 
tory and in print. In a particularly 
famous and rather violent polemic he 
simply argued Alfred Fischer to 
cover. His work on bacterial plant 
diseases began in 1893, and by 1901 
he had firmlyi established the new 
science. 

Don’t think it isn’t important to 
establish a truth already happened 
upon by someone else." The man 
who, like Darwin, undertakes the 
, arduous drudgery of putting over a 
.someone else has already 



flashed out intuitively, but lacks 
drive to put over, deserves all the 
tfi^ world. This kindly 
old gentleman, who in later life sat 
in a cluttered room in the basement 
of the West Wing of the Adminis¬ 
tration Building, has us all deeplv in 
his debt. ^ 

Waite saw a pear tree 

Meanwhile the question rose: How 
could plant and tree diseases spread 
as rapidly as they often did? This 
rings us to the man who looked at a 
pear tree as he came down to work, 

joined the 

gatt in 1888 and was assigned to pear 
blight, a disease then devastating the 
pear orchards of the eastern United 
otates. In 1878 the same Burrill 
mentioned above had found this dis- 
ea^e to be caused by a bacterium to 
wiiich he gave an impressive if not 
tasteful name. 

What puzzled Waite was how a 
pear tree could have but one or two 
blighted blossoms one day and be 
bliglited all over the very next Then 
he remembered honeybees busily go- 
ing fiom blossom to blossom, wiping 
their feet over everything, indiscrim¬ 
inately carrying ... 

Why, of course—they spread the 
bacteria! He examined some of 
them and found the pear blight bac¬ 
teria on their mouth parts. He pro¬ 
duced pear blight from these germs 
by inoculation. Insects could 
^read bacterial plant diseases. 
Enter the insect vector. 

Again, some did not believe Waite. 
One crotchety old physician over on 
tne Eastern shore of Maryland dared 
him to bring on the bees and try to 
blight doc’s fine orchard by his fool 
methods. Waite took his dare, 
inis finally made the doctor very 
P for nis orcliard was soon 

badly blighted. Waite, like Smith 
was right, and he could prove it. 

Orton saw a cotton plant 

Meanwhile, William Allen Orton, a 
gangling New England youth, fresh 

from college, joined Smith’s staf. 

to cotton wilt, 
i ms disease, caused by a fungus, was 
ptirely destroying the cotton crop 
in large sections of the South. 
Urtqn bad never, seen a cotton plant 
in his life, so he went down South and 
looked at one. He was very much im- 
Sld^^^ ^.7 ^^^at he saw in a cotton 

For he immediately observed that 
certain cotton plants for some reason 
did not contract wilt. They were 
resistant. He hazarded the guess 
that their resistance might be heredi- 
ary. If you like good rewarding 
readmg, hunt up old Bulletin 27 of 
the Division of Vegetable Physiology 
and PaBiology, entitled “Wilt Dis- 
ease of Cotton and Its Control,” and 
find the rest of the story. This 
bulletin by Orton appealed in 1900. 
Orton was right. 


Now we have a combination of scien¬ 
tific knowledge that was destined t@ 
be worth millions upon millions of 
dollars to American growers: (1) 
Bacteria can cause plant disease; (2) 
insects can spread the bacteria and 
the diseases; (3) some plants resist 
diseases caused by bacteria and 
fungi and, from them, resistant 
strains or lines can be bred. Of 
course this pioneer work was elabo¬ 
rated in thousands of experiments on 
hundreds of different plants by doz¬ 
ens and dozens of scientists who fol¬ 
lowed Smith, Waite, and Orton. 

But the end product of it all these 
wartime days is that our crops are 
not hard smitten with diseases as ' 
they used to be. Methods of preven¬ 
tion and control have been worked 
I out. Breeding for resistance is done 
I with scientific precision. The ento¬ 
mologists have new insecticides to 
cope with the marauding insects 
which also spread disease. 

In an address delivered in 1936, G. 
H. Coons, also a Department scien¬ 
tist, sought to estimate the annual 
value to farmers of disease-resistant 
varieties of the following crops only: 
Corn, whea-t, oats, barley, flaxseed, 
beans, sugarcane, sugar beets, aspar¬ 
agus, cabbage, cantaloupe, celery, 
sweet corn, lettuce, peas, spinach, and 
tomatoes. He calculated that from 
$65,000,000 to $70,000,000 a ymr is 
saved by growers, due to their "having 
I’esistant varieties. 

IPs worth money 

This huge annual addition to farm 
wealth stemmed largely from re¬ 
search by Department scientists. It 

IS many times_ the annual cost of 
running the entire Department in the 
days of Smith, Waite, and Orton. 
Current bureaucrat Dr. E. W. Brau¬ 
des has estimated that the improved 
plant materials issued by his own Di¬ 
vision of Sugar Plant Investigations 
alone have conserved capital and 
augmented the national wealth by 
nearly a billion dollars. We will go 
into that in detail sometime. 

In fact, we could go on and on. 
There is a great deal more to tell. 
But we are getting long-winded. 
However, if you like to know about 
such things; if this knowledge will 
help you sometimes to answer ad¬ 
verse critics of our work, if the ex¬ 
istence of such outstanding research j 
workers among us makes you feel ' 
closCT to the Department as a living 
institution with a magnificent his- 
tory—say so. There is more. 

And, incidentally, the Division of 
Fruit and Vegetable Crops and Dis- 
seases, where this work finally headed 
up, cost the American people only 
$14,000,000 during the first 44 years 
of itfe existence! 

USDAs Januory 8, t944 

































James Wilson, Secretary of Agriexature from 1897 '-o 1913, four tol admin- 
istrations. He had heen a Member of Congress and before that had served 
in the State Legislature of Iowa. To distinguish him from another James 
Wilson also serving in the Legislature at that time, he came to be 
"Tama Jim" Wilson, after his home county, a nickname that followed him to 
Washington. He was one of the la^t "horse-and-buggy” Sedretaries • The 
driver is "Sandy" Mason, quite a character himself about the iJepartment in 

those days. 















































Dear Dr* Taylor* 


Permit me to add my words of greeting and to again express 
appreciation for the considerate association extended me through the 
many years you served as Chief of Bureau, ^at I especially remember 
and prize is the early experience ^feen the Division of Pomology was 
located in a row of houses where the South Building now stands* That 
was about forty years ago and the associations of those days are still 
very close* Congratulations on the fine work done and in progress by 
you. 


Very Sincerely, 


/s/ J* H* Beattie 




Dear Dr. Taylor: 

It is nice to have news of you from Ohio, I must have gone through 
your Michigan home section while making a trip from Anna Arbor to Oran 
Rapids on a redent vacation. 

About the time you left the Bureau I came to Entomology and Plant Quarantine, 
Office of Plant Disease Control, where I do abstracting for Barberry Eradi¬ 
cation and White Pine Blister Rust Control, and now also for such added 
projects as Dutch Elm Disease and many virus and|insect pests, 

Erom my present office room in the South Building in Washington, D, C. 
there is a fine view across the Potomac river, with the runway of 
the National Airport glistening in the sun, and planes gliding in an 

out. 

We hope you will pay us a vist soon to see your old friends. 

With best regards to Mrs. Taylor, 

Sincerely, 


(Angie M. Beckwith) 

































Dear Dr. Taylors 




I h.rf w-i+v, ®e of the pleasant visit 

I had with you at Columbus a few months ago. I was not surprised to see 

you looking so well. I retire next January and hope I will have the health 
o enjoy- oing some of the things I have saved up. Particularly I want 
to work up some of the ^terial on David Douglas and other western b^L 
loal explorers in whom Professor Piper and I were interested. 

J.V, T __ ^ Japan trip has had some interesting bv-products in 

e large collection of maps I brought home and the small but useful 

amount of knowledge I obtained of transliTana i 

% fi-eneral knnwTI tiransiiterating Japanese place names. 

^ general knowledge of the country and its vegetation has helped some. 

on Cinchnn. would be interested in the woric which we are doing 

Maria 4merioan tropics. Bowen Crandall is at Tinge 

mnrL C ^ Phytophthcra root rot and 

Agric^tural EeLt“ Guatemala City to head up a Foreign 

They Wn^oe tM fCinchona and other cro^. 
hey finance this but we supervise the pathologioal research. 

Beltsville -in . w^° has done so well at Morristown, comes to 

work duJin- the nert^f """oh of my administrative 

in1etUng®h^m\:tTtL"u!' ' ^ 

again at Columbuf 


‘■i 

y'' 

k" 


With very best wishes, I am. 


Very truly yours. 


1 ■ .>r ' 


/s/ R, Kent Beattie 



Dear Dr, Taylor: 

Mr, Reed kindly gave me a copy of the family picture shortly after his 
return from Columbos in July, and it set me thinking about your varied 
achievements in the past and the good chance that they wi^l be projected 
into the future. 

The stalwart son standing between you and Mrs, Taylor impresses me as an 
achievement not less remarkable than achievement of the long list of 
friends and well wishers inscripting this book--or the Government agency 
that still bears the indelible imprint of your long and wise guidance. 

One cannot help believing that the enduring, fine character of the edifice • 
built during your period of public service has an uniquely inseparabife 
relationship with your own. ^e hear a lot about the indispensible man 
just now (mostly denials from the recipient of the compliment) but any 
jury of your former colleagues would render the verdict tha.t you came 
close to being indispensible in making the Bureau what it is. 

Let us hope that the eroding years will have a hard struggle v;ith the 
building materials to change them. 

Very sincerely 


(1. W. Brandes) 



















Septeraljer l4, 1944 


Dr. William A, Taylor 
Lake Ridge Farm 
Fennville, Michi^n 

Dear Dr, Taylor! 

This letter will infonn you of some of the happenings which have taken 
place since I last had the pleasure of seeing you. 

As you may know, the Division of Soil Fertility Investigations was dis¬ 
banded in 1940 , First of all, the laboratory project was terminated in 
1939 , and the following year the rest of the Division went by the board, 
so to speak. Dr, J. J, Skinner was transferred to the Cotton Division; 

L. A, Hurst to Sugar Plants; and I to the Division of Fruit and Vegetable 
Crops and Diseases, ray direct assignment being to the Potato Project with 
which I became associated officially on July I 7 , 194o, This means I have 
been located at the Plant Industry Station at Beltsville, Md, fpr a little 
over 4 years, ' 

Personally, I like it very much where I am stationed and am accomodated 
with a nice combination office-laboratory. My work is devoted entirely 
to potato soil fertility and fertilizer investi^tions. The expwrinental 
work is being conducted largely in Maine and New Jersey, with some v;ork 
in Virginia. Before I came out here we worked also in New York, Ohio 
Michigan, and Pennsylvania, but had to curtail the work because of lack 
0 f funds, 

Dr. Schreiner retired last December, 2 years before reaching the age limit 
of 70 . He looks very well, I saw him yesterday and he asked ka me to 
extend to you his sincerest regards. 


Many people are averse to the ride to and from work here, especially those 
living in Virginia, I ride with other people, so do not mind the trip at 
Q-llj as'^t only takes us about 20 minutes to make a one-way trip. 

We have a very extensive plant industry station here, which you will be 
able to visualize from the pictures I understand will be sent to you. It 
is quite a large plant and the facilities for researchtd^rk are very good 
indeed. Unfortunately, no provision has been made for a cafeteria; at 
least as yet. 


With kindest regards, remain 


Sincerely yours. 


♦ 

(Bailey E, Brown) 

































A gr&ap of employees of the Divisioa of Horticultural and Pomological 
Investigations, Photographed July 7 , 19l4 

1, H.P.Sould; 2 , Mrs. Gould; 3, H.L,Sharp; 4, Gus Pederson; 5# ^’•E.Bechtold 
6 , C.P, Close; 7.H»C*Tiiompson, S, Amanda A, Hewton; Sf Mc%lliams; 10, 
j Jeanette CaiapTa^l; 11 , Georgia Sturtevant; 12, Mary D. Arnold; 13 , W, P, 
j Pletcher; iteA. T.Stuhenrauch; 15 , Jtdia Pearce; 16 , Smraa C. Herrick; 

, 17 , Grace 18, Geo. M, Ihrrow; 19 , E.J.E^sey; 20, S. J. Dennis, 

j gL, 22, Wm. Stuart; 23,A,W.McKay; 24,Geo. C. Hasiaann;25, Chas. 

: '^tearing; 26 , Hugh Davis; 27 , Howard Tahraus; 28, Alice ®ngle; 29, D. H. 
Shoemaker; 30 , Suhy Hidenhower; Jl, Margaret Connor; 32 , C. A, Heed 
33# Hrs. Stuhenrauch; 3^# Mahel Hiatt; 35, Hailey Stuhenrauch; 36 , Ellen 
: R. Schutt; 37, Clara E. Ballard; 3S, H, S. Clark; 39, L, B. Scott; 

^+0, August Maier; 4i^ Pat Marcy; 42, S, E. Ellison, 
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Dear Dr. Taylor: 

I am pleased to hear from Clarence Reed that you and 
your family are enjoying good health, ^he picture he brought back 
proves this to be true. 

There have been many changes in our Bureau since you 
left us. When our division lost its identity three years ago I was 
transferred to Dr. Emsweller’s office to handle cultural inquiries 
of various ornamentals* 

I frequently think of your kindness to me, particularly 
the time you put me in charge of Gardens and Grounds. 

With best wishes for Mrs. Taylor’s, "Billy’s” and your 
continued good health, I am. 

Sincerely. 


Dr. William A, Taylor 
30 Berkeley Place 
Colinnbus, Ohio 

Dear Dr, Taylor: 

I hope you are enjoying your freedom as much as I am. As you may 
know I too have retired but that does not mean that I have lost 
interest in the progress of my former office or in my particular 
work. I come out to Beltsville a day or so each week in order 
to continue work. I have spent several winters in Florida and have 
been foirbunate in^collecting certain new or rare fungi which are 
deposited with the geological Collections. Our collection of 
Entomogenous fungi has had many additions but we hope entomologists 
will be interested enough to send us material more frequently. 

Dr. and Mrs. Shear have spent several winters in Florida and we do our 
collecting together, incidentally conserving gas by using our cars 
alternately. 

Mr« Stevenson has been able to acquire some veiry fine collections, 
including many types and as a result the geological Collections 
have continued to increase in value to mycologists and pathologists. 

While I appreciate the endeavors of the present or new workers I 
shall always be glad that my work began during the administration of, 
we may say, the early group of scientists headed by Dr. Galloway 
and continued by you. 

^^ith kind regards to you and Mrs. Taylor and best wishes for your 
health and pleasure.' 

Sincerely yours. 


/s/ Vera K, Charles 




























Dear Dr, Taylor^ • • 

There a re times when one, Deing too filled with emotion, cannot express 
himself in words. Tnily this is one of those times, so I am going to 
simply say ’’Hearty Congratulations to you on this remarkable occasion, 
with hopes that you v/ill understand how happy that I am to learn that 
^times have been both kind and lenient tro you. You hav^y sincere wishes 
for continued happiness and good fortune for many years to co'-o. 

Sincerely, (James P. Bourke, Jr.) 

Dear Dr. Taylor: 

I am very glad to take this opportunity of joining with other 
members of the Division in ex±ending my greetings and best wishes. 

In spite of many recent changes in the Department, there are still 
many of us left who, have most pleasant recollections of the days when 
you were our Bureau Chief# 

Sincerely yours. 


/s/ Edith K. Cash 


Dear Doctor Taylor 5 

Mr. C. A. Reed, whose friendship, among the ma^ny others of the 
Bureau, I have come to prize, invited me to join your old friends 
in a word of Meeting. You may not remember me very well — I was 
editor of the ^iological Survey Publications for 29 years -- but I 
remember with r^al pleasure our few meetings I think that pos¬ 
sibly Mrs. Tayi^^may remember Mrs. Cheesman in the Agriculture 
Department’s Red Cross work in.the other war. 

The name ”Dr. Taylor” now comes to my ears more frequently, of 
course, then that of Dr. Nelson, of the Biological Survey, so I feel 
that I am becoming adopted into the Plant Industry family, which I 
joined as editor nearly two years ago, when the former Biological 
Survey (now Pish and Wildlife Service) was transferred to Chicago, 
and just before my old friend Mr. Pickens retired. When Mrs. Avery 
left us, Mrs. Sravatt and I divided the editorial responsibility, her 
domain being in the field of Pruits and Vegetables and of the Journal 
of Agricultural Research. 

My job is that of trying to maintain the standards of publications 
of the other.Divisions, including the Soil Surveys and contributions 
from Agricultural Engineering. I am glad to see from your latest 
photograph that you and your family are looking so well, and you have 
my sincere congratulations on this sjid ny best' wishes that you may 
have many years of enjoyment of life under a return of peace-time 
conditions. 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Wm. H. Cheesman 





























Dear Doctor Taylor; 

You v;ould hardly remember ‘ me, hut nevertheless I was one of 
your little clerks in the office of Cereal Crops and Diseases work¬ 
ing for Doctors Ball and HcOall at the time under your direction as 
Chief of Bureau. . 

♦ 

Knowing such a high type character as you and doing the work 
assigned me made me very happy, and in looking at your pictures it 
made me feel very good to reminis,cent hack a fev; years. 

Hoping you and yours efre enjoying the hest of health and are 
getting all out of life tharti is humanly possible. I am. 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Hugh E. Clark 


Dear Doctor Taylor* ' « 

You will not remember me except by name and my work--chestnut breeding. 
Between 5,000 and 6,000 hybrids have been produced since I took over 
this work in 1925 . These hybrids resemble those made in other plant 
genera in that many a|*e called but few are chosen, ^parently the most 
important characteristics in Castanea are controlled by multiple factors. 
A few hybrids made by Walter Van Fleet are thriving at Bell. These 
hybrids apparently were derived from crosses made between the Chinese 
and Japanese chestnuts. The best known of these hybrids, S-8, probably 
has some chinkapin "blood” in it. To my knowledge there is no hybrid* 
of Van Fleet’s having American chestnut "blood" in it that is alive 
today. >*6 now attempt to "boost" the blight resistance of American 
chestnut hybrids by backcrossing them with selected Chinese and Japanese 
chestnut trees. Fortunately, in recent years, chestnut cross have 
been made on a higher plane than before when the amount of selection 
material was small. 

I wish you and Mrs. Taylor many more years of health and happiness. 

Sincerely yours. 


/s/ Hussell B. Clapper 


Hello Dr. Taylor: 

You will remember that I worked in your office during the 
early plant patent days. It was a real pleasure to work with 
you and I have many pleasant memories of those times. 

I am now with Dr. Leighty in Dry Land Agriculture, and 
continue to believe that Plant Industry is the best official 
family everI 

Best wishes. 




/s/ Louise Clouse 


























Dear Dr, Taylor: 

I am glad to see the pictures showing you fboking so 
well and wish I mi^t see you personally* Until he .left us, it was 
a habit with me to inquire of ”Billy" Taylor con«eming you* I have 
recently returned from a field trip in idle Great f’lains* '^''here I 
once drove through hundreds of miles of short grass, sage, mesquite, 
and other native vegetation, are now solid fields of wheat, grain 
sorghums, and cotton, with the necessary arreage of fallow and land 
being cultivated to conserve water in a land of scanty rainfall* A 
wluine would be necessary to tell how much of this development has 
come from the research work of the BureaA which you guided for so 
many years* 


Sincerely, 

J.6VAK 6. 


Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Seeing your picture — the splendid one Mr• Reed took 
and showei me - reminds me of the days I worked in the Bureau wiien 
you were the chief* I suppose every fellow thinks he has the hardest 
nut to crack of all - so I naturally thought my various problems have 
all been exceedingly hard to even get a toe hold as a place to even 
start* However we always had plenty of rope and best of all iinder- 
standing sympathy and encouragonent from the ^hief of the Bureau* 

From all evidences you must be enjoying your practical 
horticultural work and I am glad for you that that is the case* I am 
devoting some of my spAr© out of office time to breeding daylilies an 
narcissus - I live within sight of the lab and hence have longer at 
home than the city dwellers who spend so much of their lives riding. 

You may be interested to know I have a more or less 
new problem - new to me at least - viz. trying to keep sweet potatoes 
from rotting in transit and in storage and the market. After 2 yrs. 
work on it I am coming to the opinions this also is a man-sized job* 

Wishing you many years of profitable and happy work 
I am very sincerely yours 


/s/ U* S. Cooley 


Dear Dr* Taylor: 

I «« Tileased to leam that you are well and that you are active md 
en1^y?nry^r farming operations. While you are far away from ad- 
ministrftte duties in Washington, we often think 
I thoroughly enjoyed my subordinate duties 

the great Bureau of Plant Industry, and always app eoiated y 
kindness and consideration. 


I join witii others of your fellow workers in the Department in 
wishing you many years of happy retirement. 


Respectfully, 



(Bema'rd tlonnor) 
























0011311113118 10, Ohio 
November 3, 19^ 


Dr* M, A. McCall, Assistant Chief 
Bureau of Plant Industry 
Beltsville, Maryland 

Dear Sir: 


Pew men have contributed more to the molding 
of horticulture in its formative period in America 
than -^rofessor William A, Taylor, I consider it an 
opportunity to express my hi^ regards for his service 
in the field which I, too, am spending my active career. 

While I know little of the details of the 
development and evolution of the Bureau of Plant Industry, 
I have seen Its ultimate fruition. That its organization 
and the extent of its activities were larvely the concept 
of Professor Taylor, I am sure. His judgment on important 
matters was sound, his counsel wise, and his friendly and 
kindly disposition, together with the courage of his con¬ 
victions, smoothed the way for the great development which 
it has had. His na.tive ability and intellectual stature 
made him the man that was needed at the time when agri¬ 
culture and horticulture were emerging into a science in 
its own rights. 

My hea rty congratulations and warm personal 
regards go to I’rofessor ^aylor as he is honored by all 
those who have had the privilege of knowing him. 

Very truly yours, 



■( 


J. E, Gourley, Chairman 
Department of Hortictilture and Forestry 
College of Agriculture, Ohio State 
University. 
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Oct 0136 r 1920 

A small group of Fruit Disease Investigations employees ‘take the air," 

1 , B, 0. Dodge; 2, H. R. Fulton; 3, E. A. Siegler; 4, J.S,Cooley 
5, Slizaheth ^alkins; 6 , A, C, Hall; 7, J. W, Roherts; S, Lee Hutchins 
9 , Angie Beckwith; lO, Ruth Starrett (nee Colvin); 11 , C. L, Shear 
12, Mrs, F, E. Kempton ^nee Ellen A, Fenner); and 13 , M. B, Waite 


























Dear Dp, Taylor: 

As you v/ill recall, I came to the Bureau in 1921}. on loan from Mchigan 
State College, and in 1929 entered the Bureau for work on Sugar Beets 
with Dr# Brandes# I had had the pleasure of teaching plant pathology 
to your son Porter, and although a confirmed pedagog, I did not find 
it too difficult to learn the ins and outs of Bureau regime# I suspect 
that you and those in the Bureau office helped in many unseen ways to 
make the transition easier# 

Your leadership in agriculture was well knoivn to me from my early con¬ 
tacts with Orton, Brandes, Carlton^ Ball, and others# I knevf your broad 
policies for plant improvement# Accordingly, when in the Bureau, I re¬ 
ceived sympathetic consideration and wise guidance on the problems con¬ 
fronting the Division of Sugar Plants as it girded for the attack on leaf 
spot and curly top of sugar beets# 

You will be interested in the outcome of the plans of attack formulated 
under your guidance# ^he leaf—spot—resistance breeding program with sugar 
beets has succeeded in developing highly resistant varieties and these now 
constitute the major varieties grown, on the more eastern areas# You may 
recall in about 1951 or 1932 , we announced to you the discovery that leaf- 
spot—resistant inbreds, low in v^gor, would, when hybridized in proper 
matings, give high-yielding hybrids# fhus with sugar beets we could take 
advantage of hybrid vigor as with corn# The first single cross U, S, 200 
X 215 proved successful, but has now been succeeded by sl > more resistant 
one, U# S# 215 X 216 • In turn, this is to be replaced by **jfciproved** U# 

S, 215 X 216# I’hese new introductions, because of their resistance to leaf 
spot and their vigor, exceed in productiveness the European types formerly 
grown by at least 10 percent# In this comparison, I refer to the over-all 
average relations covering a wide region in the United States# In close 
comparisons, where leaf spot is serious, the advantage is, of course, far 
greater# 

A more dramatic story can be told for the curly—top—resistant varieties, 
product of the early research, and the augmented program begun in 1929* 
Again resistant varieties have proved to be the effective method of con¬ 
trol—U. S, 1 tested in I 93 I and 1932, and introduced in 1933 and 193i|. 
gave fair control and allowed the western industry to stay*alive; then in 
quick succession tJ. S. 31 ,., U. S. 33 , and U. S. 12 were introduced# Ihese 
elections frcan U# 1 gave far better control* Recent introductions, such 


as U# S* 22, that stem from the U. S, 1 complex, are now used almost 
exclusively in the more exposed districts# In California, because 
varieties stemming from U, S, 1 tend to bolt in winter plantings, U# 

S# 15 , less curly-top resistant but nonbolting, is used# U# S, 15 was 
selected in 1928 at State College, New Mexico, and had its tests in 
the 1930-1932 period# 

The introduction of curly-top-resistant varieties has had profound 
effects on the West since the sugar beet is the key crop in their 
agriculture# Farmers now plant beets confident that the *’white fly” 
will not bring destruction# The sugar beet has re-entered territories 
abandoned because of curly top, new factories have been built in dis¬ 
tricts once considered hazardous—at Toppenish, Washington, a factory 
has gone up on the site of the One torn down because of curly top# 
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To me, the Bureau is a group of men who have a certain philosophy of . j 

agriculture, a method of thought and a strategy of attack on problems. ' 

The precedents, the skills, the know-how, and the application stem from ' 

the history of the Bureau and the basic concept of its functions'. %■ j I, 

personal feeling is that we today are following in the paths blazed 
earlier-j/ith you as leader. 

I am delighted to note the robustious health portrayed by the photo- ' \ 

graph i-ir. Reed brought back, and to see that the baby that was, now 
towers tall beside his father and mother* 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


A/ s. H. Coons 
Principal Pathologist 


% 




Dear Doctor & Mrs. Taylor: 

Many times during the intervening years my memories have 
taken me back to the good old days when I was employed in the Office 
of the Chief of Bureau, and I always have the most pleasant memories 

of both of you. 

I was emoloyed in,the Office of James E. Jones and was associated 
with Mrs. Cunningham, lydia Nichols, Lenora Fuller, Billy Taylor, 

Fred Frost, Elizabeth Mermion, Fred Moise, Mr. Caruthers and many other 

kind folk. 

Perhaps you both remember me. I was the little girl with the 
long red-gold cnirls who came to work at the tender age of 15 during the 
last war. My name was Thelma Hayes. 

Since those days I have acquired a husband and tv/o fine husky 
boys who are now aged I 5 and IJ respectively. They are a continuing 
source of pleasure and happiness to both my husband and me. 


I came back home to the Bureau in 1939 a,nd Mr. Allanson placed me 
tfith the Division of Forage Crops and Diseases. In 19^2 I transferred 
to the Division of Irrigation Agriculture where I now am working with 
^r. Scofield in the capacity of Head Clerk. I also assist him in his 
current experiments which I find both educational and extremely interest¬ 
ing. 


V/e here in the Division were so pleased to hear of you both and 
the boy. And wish to extend to you both and the boy our desire for 
your continued happiness during the years to come. 




4 


■j ' ■ ■ ' 

' Sincerely, 


/s/ Thelma H. Conway 
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I* A group of employees on tlie steps of the North Building, Plant Industry 
Station, Beltsville, Md. Photographed hy Robert L. Taylor, Aug. 24,1944. 

1 C.O.Brlanson; 2, Mary Morris; 3, R.A.Touhg; 4, Robert Jones; 5> O.R.Mathews 
6 *S.H.Eastings; 7,Thelma Conway; 8, Wm. W. Diehl; 9, ^Slapper; 10, Chas. 

Dawson; 11,Paul Miller; 12, R.W.Davidson; 13,E.B.Hickerson; l4, Jessie I. 

Wood; 15 ,Bdith Cash; l6, Walter Roney; 17 ,Walter Barnes; IS, Sarah G. Mana- 
ganaro; 19, M.E.Powler; 20, Carl Hartley; 21, Louise Clouse; 22, Nellie Nance 
I 23 Anna Jenkins;- 24, Mary YanMeter; 25, N* ^ient Beattie; 2b, Benjamin 
1 27* A.F.Talbert; 2S,A.L.Mullican; 29,J.A,Stevenson; 30,Preeman Wwiss; ^ 

Goie; 32, M.B.Waite; 33, C.l.Leighty; 34, Lee Hutchins; 35, %gh Jack; 36, 

Nicholas Schlegal; 37, Robert L. Taylor ^ __ _ 































































II, A groT3.p of en^loyees photographed on steps of north wing of Administra¬ 
tive Btdlcling, Plant Industry Station,. Beltsville, Md, by R, I, Taylor Aug 28, ”44 


1 , S. L. Green; 2, C.l.Steinbauer; 3, R.O.Begeimbal; 4, Charles Drechsler 

5, Mrs, May R, Jinkins; 6, Olive Baxley; 7, Katherine Mothers; 8, C,A,Reed 

9, Prp^nk L, Goll; 10, S,P,Doolittle; 11, Wm. S, Porte; 12, L. L, Harter 

13, H,H,Moon; l4, Anna C, Rider; 15, W,W,Aldrich; l6, John W, Roberts 

17 , J.B.Demaree; IS, Tictor R, Boswell; 19, Charles E, Kellogg; 20, Marguer- \ 

ite S, Wilcox; 21, H. L* Crane; 22, Guy R, Yerkes; 23, J» Wise B 3 ^nes ‘ V i 
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Dear Dr* Taylors • 

Reed has t<ild us how well you are and interested in us 
all» It’s nice to hear of you* Sat* the 22 I called on Dr.* Hedriclix 
at Geneva and found him well* He showed us,his gardens and his new 
hook. We see Df. Waite often. I wish we might see you at Cleveland 
September 12 - to - lij. — With best wishes 

Sincerely 


/s/ George M, Darrow 

Dear Dr. Taylor, 

It was very good to learn from Mr. Reed of your good 
health and continued interest in the development of the Bureau* 
Some of us are still dn the job despite war and low water* Those 
of us working in the field of %cology are facing the continued 
development of fungus farms on a factory scale for making so many 
new products, pencillen being but one, that we can almost call 
ourselves horticulturists.• All this keeps us busier than ever - 
and we hope more alert* 

With kindest regards, 

Very sincerely yours. 


/s/ William W. .Diehl 


Dear Doctor Taylor: 

This morining Mr. C. A. Reed told me of his recent visit with 
you in Columbus and showed me the photograph he obtained at that 
time, as well as two earlier ones. It was pleasant to hear about 
you and to see the evidence of your continued well being. I am 
glad for the opportunity to join with others in notes of greeting. 
Memories of the busy, happy years spent in association with you are among 
the .prized condensations I shall take with me after a few more months, 
into the leisure ahead, when I anticipate doing at least a part of 
the things I have always hoped to do but never have done* 

Dr. Shear who is just now convalescing from a prostatic operation, 
still maintains his interest in fuagi. He and Miss Charles regularly 
spend two days a week with us, all that rationed gasoline permits. 

With warm personal greetings, 

t 

Sincerely yours, 

• 


/s/ H. A. Edson 











Dear Dr. Taylort 

^ am especially glad to have this opportunity of sending 
greetings to jrou, %^ith wishes for your continued health and happiness* 

I want also to express my appreciation, which has grown stronger with 
the passing years, of the interest you always showed in the work that 
fell to my lot in the D^reau, and of the helpful stimulation this interest 
afforded me. Yourand Dr. Kellerman*s administration of the Bureau will 
always be remembered by me as one of outstandingly able and constructive 
leadership. • 


Mrs. Fulton wishes me to convey her thanks again for 
your helpfulness in getting her by the guard at the B Street entrance 
to the West Wing the first time she came to the building. She arrived 
a few minutes after closing time, and the guard, who didn’t have my 
name on his list, wouldn’t let her in. You saw the impasse’ as you 
were going out and offered to help. She still remembers the twinkle 
in your eye when she insisted that you would have to ask the guard’s 
permission to show her the way to my office. 

With regards and best wishes. 

Very sincerely. 


/s/ Harry R. Pulton 


Dear Doctor Taylort 

Your old bureau has grown greatly even though it 
was a big one before you left. Started in good place, with a 
good purpose by people who had capacity and interest and enthusiasm 
it is now like a well established boxwood that inches along and 
remains a permanent part of the country* 

The recent years have brought change to every part 
of the Department, as was to be expected* For me the best one that 
has affected me personally was the shift that put me in B*P.I. or, 
to be windier and more exact, E*P.I.S.A.B* It is the best situation 
I have had in the Department. 

I am glad to hear the good reports from C, A. 
Reed about you and your family* I have happy recollections of 
Associations with you* 



/s/ Charles Gapen 



Dear Dr. Taylor, 
and Mrs. Taylor, 

Greetings from an, ’’old-timer” whose duty now-adays 

is handling a new crop -gas rations —— in order to keep the 

rest of the important ”boys” working* 


Sincerely, 
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III. A group of employees on the steps of the south wing of the Administrative 
Building, Plant industry Station, Beltsville, Md. Photographed hy Wilfred 
Mead, August 28, 19^ J 

1 , M.E.Haller; 2, Mrs, L.W.Kephart; 3, Harriet L. G-rant; 4, L.P.McColtoch 
5 ,Mrs. l.L,Green; 6, J.E.Gateley; 7, J^H.Magness; 8, Boss C, 2fhon5}Son 
9, Mrs. M.M.Strout; 10, P. J.Stevenson; 11, DD.H.Bcse; 12, G.E.Billings 
13,1'ena Hettinger; l4, John A, Perrall; 15, C.P.Kinman; l6, Florence Hedges 
17 Etta L« Hieser; IS, H.R.Pulton; 19, I>.F.Fisher; 20, Paul G, Russell 
21 , WmCheeea-iaa'i; 22, Helen Ferguson; 23, H. G. ¥ri^t; 24,Lyla K, Fowle 
25, Wm, Stuart; 2o, H, L, Crandall; 27, C, S. Scofield 
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IT. A group of employees on the steps of the Administrative Build.ing, Plant 
Industry Station, Beltsville, Md. Photographed hy Robert L, Baylor,Aug. 29,1944 

I 1, Mrs, Annie R, Gravatt; 2, Prancis D, Gude; 3, Thomas S. Higgs, Jr; 4, Sherwood 
! P* Tan Waters; 5# Arthur Jones; 6, Marcus I. Jaeger; J, Geo, P. Gravatt; 8, C.B, 
Boyle; 9, toies H, Thomas; 10, Pred C, Prost; 11, Helena C, Spraker; 12, Mrs, 

! Laura T. Griffith; 13, H.P,0oiad; l4, W.B.Lydenherg; 15 , M. A, McOall; 

I l6, Henry S, Allanson; IJ, John H, Ste;^henson; 18, C. M, Mathen^y; 19 , Geo, E, 
Holmes; 20, Geo, M, Barrow; 21, Prank P, Culllnan, 
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Dear Dr, Taylor; 



This is written to offer my greetings and "best wishes along with many 
others here at the Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md, I was "brought 
into the Bureau in 1931, and have "been at Beltsville from the first. We 
hope you will find it possible to visit this station and see how the work 
is going on. 


My work on the chemistiy of,fungicidesWd to he interrupted for two 
projects of interest in the war, some studies on the compression of vege¬ 
table foods and on the retention of sulfur dioxide hy dehydrated foods 
treated with it, 

Very truly yours, 

(E, L. Green) 




My dear Dr, Taylor: 


I am such a recent member of B.P.I. that I ha^e never 
had the pleasure of working for you, for which fact I am re^etful. 
It must be a great pleasure to be of service to you. Judging by the 
warm regard with which you are remembered by your former associates 
and friends. 


I^ermit me to Join all the rest in wishing you much hap« 
piness and many happy years in your present circumstances. Surely 
the Joy of being remembered with love and respect is yours. 


Cordially yours. 


/s/ (Mrs. E, L.) Carolyn 0* Green 
Division of Forest Pathology 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 


I have Just seen the fine picture of the Taylor family, taken by Mr. 

C. A. Redd at Columbus, Ohio, last July. I am sincerely gfei to see you, 
Mrs, Taylor and Billy looking so..well. It is a pleasure indeed to offer 
at this time my hearty congratulations on your Slst birthday, and to wish 
you good health and happiness for many years. 


Both you and Mrs, Taylor v/ill remember me as being with the old Division 
of Cotton, Truck Crop and Sugar Plant Investigations, when it was \inder 
the direction of the late Dr, W. A, Orton. I am now i4J»th the Division 
of Sugar Plant Investigations as head clerk, under D r, E. ViT. Brandes, 


Sincerely, 


(Garner A. Green) 
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Dear I>r. Taylor; 



a cnance to aomire you d 
glad to see that you were 
very kind to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


(M. C. Goldsworthy) 


Dear Doctor Taylors 

The pictures indicate that you must he feeding that boy with the high- 
vitamin content fruits and vegetables of the Bureau to get such growth* 
Possibly it is the blight-resistant chestnuts that he has been munching, 
as we have some nice ones growing out in Ohio* 


ilie work with chestnuts continues along the same general lines, and som 
of the earlier forest plantings, put out when you were with the Bureau, 


some 


are now 4 O to 50 feet tall and look quite promising for making small 
telephone poles. 

I thought you would be interested in hearing about some of the older 
men of our office, whom you knews 

E, P, Meinecke, at San Francisco, has been retired for some years 
and is enjoying fair health 

W. H. Long, at Albuquerque, has been quite sick but is back on his 

feet now and still turns out a manuscript now and then on fungi 
C, J, Humphrey is out in California, and when last heard from was 
^ doing consultation v-^ork with reference to tree surgery 
George Hedgcock has been retired for some years, and is in very poor 
health* He is at the Laurel Sanitorium 
Perley Spaulding is still going strong at the New Haven office, with 
^orife 4 years before retirement 

Kent’Hattie reaches the retirement age of 70 years in January and 

Curtis May, from our Morristoim office, is coming down to take 
his place 

Glenn Hahn is still busy at New Haven with his resistsmt currants, in 
which you were much interested 

As for myself, official work goes on about as when you were here. My week 
ends go into the continued development of Scientists* Cliffs, which Mrs* 
Gravatt and I-'started and which has now grown to a colony of 51 cottages. 
Mrs. Gravatt is continuing her work with Fruit and Veg. as scientific editor 

The Bureau would certainly enjoy a visit from you, and you would surely 
derive pleasure from seeing the development of projects in which you were 
interested. 


Sincerely, 


/s/f Gravatt 














































TrA group of Washington, D.C. employees, photographed September 6, l^^P 
by Wilfred Mead in front of U.S.Dept. Agr,, Washington, • y 

1, Mrs. Korma Ha^es Henneberry; 2, ftith ^orlies: 3, ^oe SI. ’ p^r^Melov 
W Todd: 5 Mrs. Helen S'. Smart; 6, Mrs. Walter T. Swingle; 7, «rs. F. 1. Meloy 
3. Miss’ JeLie M. A^len; 9. P- C-don; 10, Mice 

12,Dt A.r.Woods; 13, Bernard Connor; l4. Res Hunt; J;”> 

Magdalene R. Hewman; 17, B-B-Meloy: 18, Mrs. Bessie W. Gahn; 19, S'* T. Rand 
20 Je Marion Shullj 21, Mrs. Harriet Hoss Martin 
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VI. Employees^ mostly Arlington Earm workers now at Beltsville, photographed 
in front of the Soils Building. Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md. hy 
Wilfred Mead, September 11, 

I 1, Edward Johnson; 2, Lewis T. Leonard; 3, S. H, Newcomer; 4, 

5, Su^ne May, Jr; 6, 1, C. Butterfield; 7, Peter B. Graeff; S, ftah a gflTL; ' 
1^9 Geo, H. Coons; 10, N, H. Smith; 11, Oswald Schreiner; 12, A. T. Kyer s 
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VII, A second group of employees on steps of Administrative Building, Plant 
Industry Station, Beltsville, Md, Photo, by R. L, Taylor Septembr 19^ 

1, John A, Perrall; 2, Clara Mae Chaney; 3j Zora E. Cowell; 4, Hose _Giaspy 
' 5, Agnes Quirk; 6, Lilian A, Guernsey; 7j Charlotte 2^1iott; S, ^id±^t=i;,-^Cash , 
9, Hu^ E. Clark; 10, Eben H, Toole; 11, Byron C. Brunstetter; 12, Hovratrd^ 

A, Edson; 13, Theodore P, Bykstra; l4 %lter Swinge; 15 , S, P. Blake 

16 , Fa,tnk . 
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%shington, D. C.^ 
September 9, 19^^ 



Dear Dr,‘ Taylor: 

Mr, Clarence Reed has brought to those of us who are here at Washington 
(or should I say at Beltsvillej) very pleasant reports of your splendid 
physical condition and excellent spirits. What more could one want? It 
Is ap; 5 srent you have enjoyed the years of your retirement to the fullest 
in the old home territory, I hope I may do as well, I am retiring this 
winter myself after 4l years continous service in the Department of -A-gri- 
culture. They have been 4l yery pleasant years and I have enjoyed every - 
one of them. I have no regrets of long service. 

What I will do on the retired list I do not know, I will find something 
to occupy my time, I expect to remain in Washington, where I have a lot 
of friends, I am certain to get a lot of enjoyment out of them. 

My health is as good as it has ever been and I would be able to continue 
research for several years,but age has fixed the date of retirament. I 
am glad to be free from now on to do just as I please. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(L, L. Harter) 

Dear Taylor: 

A few days ago Mr, Reed showed me a recent snapshot of you and your im¬ 
mediate family, which forcibly recalled the days when you were here 
guiding us all so well and so smoothly in the research program of the 
Bureau. Looking back in perspective, the conditions under which we 
worked during that long, fruitful period seem to have been extremely 
simple. In the later years the great expansion in organization and 
functions of the Department incessantly has brought complexities to all 
and it has required real effort to keep pace vidth the changes that develop 
rapidly and seemingly in almost every direction. 

In the interval, the ranks of the older group of v;orkers inevitably have 
been greatly depleted, with only a very few now remaining on duty. The 
photograph suggests that all the while the passing years have dealt 
kindly with you. With congratulatfons and the wish that you may continue 
for many years to enjoy health and all the better things of life. 

Sincerely, 


(W. W, Garner) 
























Michigan St at e College 

OF Agriculture and Applied Science 
Office of the President 
East Lansing, Michigan 


Han nah 


October 26, 1944 


Dr. William Taylor 
30 Berkley Place 
Columbus, Cftiio 

Dear Dr. Taylor: 

It is a very great pleasure for me officially 
to extend greetings on behalf of your Alma Mater on this 
occasion. 

Michigan State College has watched your work 
since you graduated in 1888 with great pleasure and 
satisfaction. Your many contributions through your work 
at the Bureau of Plant Industry have been of great value 
to America’s agriculture. 

A college or university is quite properly judged 
\jy the accomplishments of its former students. You have 
brought great credit to M.S.C. 

On this occasion when your legion of friends are 
presenting to yon these mementoes of recognitlOT, I am most 
Lppy to he able in this slight way to convey to you this 
expression of warm regard from our Alma Mater. 

Yours sincerely 
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VIII. A group of employees of tie Division of Sugar Plant In'^-estigat ions, 
on steps of the South Building, Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md. 
Photogaphed hy P. S, Brown, September 19^4. 

I, J.E.'^'aylor; 2,P.S.Browne; 3,W.O.Baldwin;4, J.L.Mehoney; 5, E.W.Brandes 
6,P.A.2Lhegg; 7.C.S,0onnelly;S,J.I.Lauritzen;9,^wey Stewart; 10,W.G.Whaley 

II, H,A.Kuyper;12,G.B,Sartoris; 13, L,G,Pelhamus;l4,L,M.Beac2h; 15,V.V,Griffin 
l6,H.D.Sands;17,E.-I.Anthony;lS, E.H.Machmer;19,L.E.Mal'branc;20,L.P.0wings 
2l,H.A.McElroy;22,B.L.Synovec;23,0.M.Lusk;24, S.P.Sherwood; 25,K.M.Buck 
26,J.E.Kotila; 27,P.E.Truslow;Dg, L.Morgan; 29, H.K.Shifflette;3Q,A.W,Bedard 
31,M.E.Price; 32,L.G.Etheridge; 33, H.C.McGuire; 34, E. M. Quirk 
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IX, A group of Di¥i!?ion of Sugar Plant InTestigations, 

1, L.M.ppacA; 2, &. Sartorisj 3, J«®.2!aylor; 5, L, Mahoney; 6, R* 
7, C.S,Co*Qnelly; S, R.A.^'begg; 9, Dewey Stewart; lO, J. I.Lauritzen; 11, 
12, G-.A.G-reen; 13,^»K«Shifflette; l4, L,G,Polhamus; 15, Brandes; 

Sherwccd; IJ, R.C, McGuire; IS, J. Kotila; 19, Bllen M, Quirk. 


D. Rands 
H,_A. Kuyper 
l6, S.F. 


i 


) 

I 

I 




A. 


a 

A 





















































I*m veiry glad to have a chance to add a note‘to those 
the rest of the old-timers are preparing* Coming in to the Bureau at the 
age of 21^ I was for so long a time younger than most of the other people 
that I was slow to realize that I had become one of the old fellows, but 
signs are multiplying that such must be my classification. 


The education I got from Dr. Metcalf, and from you after 


I began to have contacts with you about 1917» equalled evezryfching I had had P 

in college. I recall my continued amazement at the number of things you told L 

me about the past work of our Division, that I hadn't known. The one time I 

I turned the tables on you will never be forgotten, because it was the only I 

time I was ever able to do it, and that was on the exceedingly minor point p 

that we had precedent in an old BPI Bulletin for using the name "red gum” f 

for Liquidambar instead of for Eucalyptus. Your tolerance of our shortcomings .> \ 
and the studied fairness of all your decisions made a tremendous impression f 

on me, as had previously the same qualities in Metcalf, to whose soul be Peacel [ 

Forest Pathology goes along smoothly under Lee i6itchins, f 

who has won the confidence of the Forest Service and all of our other cooperators*^ 
His coming into our field has strengethened us a lot on the previously almost 
ignored virus side of forest tree diseases, and we are all delighed to have 
profited from the loss his departure meant to horticulture. Pathology of 
forest products has taken the front page for the duration, but*we're already ! 

planning to step up or at least restore tree disease work as the pressure on ‘ 

war application begins to relax. 


I much enjoyed our sidewalk meeting at Dolumbus some 


time back, and would much appreciate a chance for a longer conversation 
some time. 


Very sincerely. 



/s/ Carl Hartley 





Dear Dr, Taylor: 




:V 


Dr. Kellerman in 1926-27. 






(N. Hex Hunt) 
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Cabin John, Md., September 3, 19^^ 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

T+ P -nleasure to loin several of my former colleagues in extending to 
It is a pleasure uo j wishes May the years of your retire- 

you our sincere greetings and best wisaes. I'ac.y •F-mitfnl life 

Lnt continue to be among the happiest years of your long and fruitf 1 

During my 30 years' connection with the then Bureau of Plant 

] sSl^loS'^memhefmy eX"h^ronnd“alwayt^Lw'assocStion with 
suct1.en rMetcalf. oXn, fcaite. Brooks, Oriffiths, and many others who 
received encouragement, counsel, and never-failing inspire lo 
William A, Taylor, Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry. 

With warmest regards and hest wishes, ^ am. Sincerely yours, 


(Harry B, Humphrey) 


Dear Pr. Taylor: « 

from Clarenoe Reed. The pnoi-og 

Enroute to Washington from j^'^g^^you^and Mrs.^Taylor at 
few days in Ganges -d fItlll in Ohio. 

Lake Ridge Farm, but I leameu yo 

The years have been omcf iniL^wfe^ Wing’ 

fresh from college. I , W. Oliver. The experience 

for duty as student officl. and succeeding assignments 

there, the years in Dr. IVaite i am fflad that I stayed 

have offered the best of of which you guided 

this Bureau, the ^.rghircons^ruetive period. The 

ao effectively during a long ^d g 7^^ 

memory, of those ye-s^“n fr^^^ yo„ 

-.rorS^y^o^e years of health and happiness. 

Very sincerely yours. 


/s/ Lee M. Hutchins 
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X. A ^oup of employees, mostly from Soil purvey, on steps of North Building, 
Plant industry Station, Beltsville, Md* Photo hy H. L* Taylor Sept 20 , 19^4 

1, Williamson Hearn; 2, 0, C. Rogers; 3, J. Kenneth Ahleiter; 4, Thornton 0, Crown 
5, Mary Oseriack; 6, Mildred Stone; 7, Mrs. Emelia A, Leahy; g, Mrs, Mahel Yates 
9, Mrs, Harriet Potter; lO, Carlton P. Barnes; 11, Cornelia B. Niles; 12, Edith 
* DeLaive; 13, Chester Soderherg; l4, Mrs. Margaret McGregor; 15,.Mrs. Glenda 
Younkin; l6, Henry K, Sweeney; 17, Charles E, Kellogg; IS, Walter H, Lyford; 

19, Bessie Lee; 20, Mrs, Marjorie B, Morgan; 21, Joseph W* McKericher; 22, Leo 
Olive; 23, Mrs L.E.Kutz; 24, Charles S. Simmons; 25, Janice ^iffman; 26 , Soy 
Smallwood; 27, Nellita L. Kellinger; 28, Petgy McCormick; 29, Mrs. Prances 
Sargent; 30 , Mrs. Carolyn Green; 31, CHi^-tis May; 32, Harry Jones; 33, -Audrey Holst 
34 , Mrs. Lora ^aspherry; 35, l*ucy Whitacre; 3^, Mrs. Lucile C, Miller; 37, Pearl 
Lingenfelter; 38, Mary Morris; 39, Clare Shin-le; 40, Geraldine Brown 
4l, Mrs. Eleanor Bussell; 42, Mrs. ^nid Larsen; 43, Mrs, Bessie Clay; 44, Mrs. 
Mary Preis; 45, Isabel Jones; 46, Elorence Sheperd; 47, Joy Wilson; 48, Mary 
B. Berry; 49, Helen B, Dixon; 50 , Len^ Hetcher; 51 , Agnes M. Ellis; 52 , Mrs. 
Rachel Bogers; 53, Angela Bergling; 53, Mrs. Lorraine L, Bbacker; 55, Mrs. 

Frances H. Howard 
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i XI. Grottp of employBes in front of West Building, Plant -industry Station, 

I Beltsville, Md, Photographed hy Wilfred Mead, Septemher 26, 19U4. 

I 1, Andy Weinhrenner; 2, C, W, Ctilpepper; 3j Mudd; 4, J. R. Christie; 

1 5> W alter Edwards; 6, B, Y. Morrison; 7> Caldwell; S, P* L. Mulford 

' 9, A. C, Poster; lO, Mrs, Marian H, Harvey; 11, M, S. Lovnaan; 12, L, ©.Gillette 
i 13, A. P. Sievers; l4, Mrs. Catherine Crouch; 15, Mrs. P* P. Alhin; 16, James 
I Kelly; IJ, Civella Chamhliss; IS, R. 1. Wester; 19, Martha Wooten; 20, Mrs. 

I Dorothy Harwood; 21, Bailey P, Brown; 22, G. Steiner. 














































Beltsville, Station 
July 27, 19^4 


Dear Dr* Taylor; 

^ came out here to see Mr. Reed and he showed me two pictures 
of you. He told me about seeing you recently in Ohio. I have often 
thought of you since you left Washington and I wish to take this 
opportunity of sending you my very best regards and wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/ George S. Jamieson 


Hello—~-Dr. Taylor. C. W. Dawson 


Its good to see your picture and to know you are well. I am well as 
ever and still doing photostat work. 


/s/ James H., Thomas 


Beltsville, Md*, Sept, 15,19^ 


Dear Dr. Taylor: 

I often look back v;ith pleasure to the days when you were in cha-rge, 
I am sure, that all of your former employees feel the same way. %th best 
wishes for your good health andhappiness, I am 

Sincerely yours. 




(Edward Johnson) 
























Plant- Industry Station 
Beltsville, Maryland 
August 2ii, 19kh 


Dear Doctor Taylor, 

What could be more like our colleague Clarence Reed than immediately to 
share with us his recent unique pleasure -- a visit with you and your 
family. His thoughtfulness is carried still further by his bringing us a 
photograph of you three, all looking so well and happy. But why we should 
have waited for a suggestion from Clarence for the joy of sending a word 
of greeting to you, I do not knowl 

I cannot begin to tell you how many questions come up all the time that I 
would like to discuss with you, and who else could give the background that 
you could? I well remember how you called me to your office at the time I 
was confronted with the identification of the type of scab a-ffecting the 
Bahia Navel orange in Brazil and told me in your inimitable way of the hisi 
tory of the V'i'ashington Navel orsmge. 

By the way, not long ago in a conversation with Mr. J. Wise Byrnes I asked 
him what became of the historic Washington Navel tree that was so carefully 
cared for in our greenhouses in Washington. The tree was carefully moved- to 
Beltsville, he said, but in its new environment soon succumbed. ”l carried 
the trunk to the head-house office,” he said, ”and of a branch made myself 
a cane.” 

This year in connection with my mycological researches I have had occasion 
to learn what I could of early violet culture. In. this connection in late 
spring I called on Mr. & Mrs. David Bissett in their interesting home at 
Garrett Park. Mr. Bissett, with his blue eyes shining, expressed his love 
for the scientists with whom he worked in the Bureau of Plant Industry* A 
bronchial cold dragged him down terribly last winter, but he was better when 
I saw him and had managed to start a garden. This contained interesting 
kinds of tomatoes all beautifully planted and cared for. I am sure that if 
he were here he would be joining us in sending the heartiest of greetings to 
you. 

Only last month I had the great pleasure of a visit with Dr. Liberty Hyde 
Bailey at Ithaca. I took the opportunity, then, to tell Dr. Bailey that 
he had been a great inspiration to me ever since my first year of college 
at Cornell. And now may I tell you that you also have been a source of 
inspiration to me. 

If I attend the Cleveland Meetings and you are there, I hope to have an op¬ 
portunity to ask you not over 100 questions about this and thatI 

With best wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 


/s/ Anna E. Jenkins 
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XII, A group of Cereals Investigations employees on steps of South B\xilding. 

Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md* Photo, by R. L. Taylor Sept 26, 19^ 

1, Herbert L, Wilkins; 2, H. K* Zuck; 3, P* Marsh; U, S. W, Griffin; 5, Mary P. 
Butler; 6, Lois Kessler; 7> Mrs. Verna M, Donovan; 8, Mrs, Regina M, fiaghes 
9, Alice L, Robert^; lO, Mrs, Peggy P. Pond; 11, Bloise K, Johnson; 12, Mrs, 

Alice M, Baker; 13, William H, Stemrt; l4, Mrs, ^Iba L, ITey; 15, Mrs, Flora 
L, Hooten; 16, Miss Katherina Bollenbocher; 17, Mrs, Louise M, Davis; 18, Mrs, 
Marian V, Smith; 19, Claire S, Whitman; 20, Mrs. Blanche Gotthardt; 21, Janet 
V/iseman; 22, Mrs, Eva Vasvery; 23, Bthel L, Moore; 24, Jane V, Wenzel; 25, Mary 
H, Hirakawa; 26, Wilma Jean Lett; 27, Mary llizabeth Taylor 
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on stens of South Building, Plant Industry Station, 
Beu;ritlfr«i 27. 1941^. Photographed hy E,-S. Brown. u .. 

, 0. S. J 

I "R ¥fl .1_ 

Alabins' 

q' R, A. Steinberg; 10, w.d.saorse; len Clarks 17, H/W. 

P. Musll; l4, M.C.Gol^worthy! 15, • ;.„^i ay;’pO/ r.‘w. leukel; a, Mrs. Anna Mae 

Johnson: Ig, A G. Johnson: 19, A. 35 j. p. Bourke, Jr. 

I' I J: PI f’p O'Connor: k, C. 1. lunsford: 29, Eudolph DeGlantz 
26, Serritt H. Eope, 27, W. P^O Co . Bowling: 33, B. B. Bayless: 

30 . P. A. Coffman: 31, S. neasry, pc, uouu . 

34 0. A. Wiehe: 35, M. A. Hein: 36, Sigh S. Smith. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEINT OP AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and 
Agricultural ^gineering 


Division of 

Fruit and Vegetable Crops and Diseases 


Plant Industry Station 
Beltsville, Maryland 


Dear Doctor Taylort 

vou^°b^ ^ if »y name meant anything to 

y u; but assures me that you knew everybody in the Bureau and 

greetings! * ’•"“derful memory-ao I take the liberty of adding my 

Doctor Building I worked for 

Lrir :x'rLrrd: “T““ “ 

of the D-i-iri raw* T X j . ~ ^®agness, and when he was made head 
OJ the iJiwision, I stayed on with his sueoessor. Dr. Cullina„, 
he went up to the Chief*0ff*^«^4a t x j wien 

, ^ ® Xilc© i Suill stsiycd on to 'WDi*k fVi^T* Dt* 

.“if SItSF-F F i 

ndio and Hiirerside, coming here about the first of January, I9L3 

come*MmSow by wtom^lir^srthe trip'^^^u*^* ““i* °il“* ‘"“S* 
on comfort, in^a region^h^rrm!^: ^^de^roai: 

oT^J^ft* "e"LS^ izzzztZ:: z iTZtiizTr 

go back to canning and Jelly making and sare ratifn Joi^Jsf 

HiHr3:r.‘3.“ - :r.s.rtes:'i;Hrr 

-roups will be formed among the employees, 

see Miss^Spraker^^d^Mr* and Mr. Gould once or twice a week. I 

always werL Bniy Taylor i^anl i>iey soem Just like they 

y re. my iaylor is enjoying life at his new home at Colbnlal Bea^ 

With everv erood «Vi T «« 


Sincerely yours, 

/s/ (Mrs. May R» Jinkins ^ 


•• 


every good wish, I am 










Septem'ber 2, 19^4 


Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Thanks to the kindness of Clarence A. Heed, the nut specialist, I have 
learned that in Beltsville (my office is in the South Building at Wash¬ 
ington, D, C,) there is a movement on foot among the scientists and other 
employees of the former Bureau of Plant Industry to express appreciation 
and good will to you as Chief of that Bureau. Naturally enough, I am 
quite anxious to join them. There are good and sufficient reasons for 
that movement. You disclrirged the requirements of that Bureau with en¬ 
viable skill, having been its Chief for more than two decades and, indeed, 
for a quarter of a century, if your previous years as Assistant or Acting 
Chief of Bureau are added. The very fact that you have been Bureau Chief 
for such an extraordinary long period is proof, if any'were needed, that 
you possessed rare qualifications. It was your natural wisdom and sagacity, 
brilliantly coupled with ability and tijact that enabled you to handle the 
personnel as well as the policies of the Bureau as a whole with unique 
expertness. All that used to be reflected partly in your brief, but 
concise and businesslike memoranda. Those capacities had endowed you 
also with the faculty succesfully to deal with the Agricultural Appropri¬ 
ation Committees of Congress and promptoy to secure the appropriations you 
deemed necessary for the various Divisions and Offices of the Bureau. 

Nor is this all. A graduate of the Michigan State College of Agriculture 
and Applied Science, you induced also your children and grandchildren to 
obtain their higher education in the same college. This is a splendid 
family tradition. In accordance with this tradition you used to act also 
as Dean of the Michigan State College and actively to assist the College 
President whenever he happened to come to Washington for the pui^ose of 
giving his reports on the status of the College. No wonder, then, that 
you had very little time, if any, left for writing many technical or 
scientific papers. But when you did publish such articles, they certain¬ 
ly were worth careful reading, minute inspection, and close scrutiny. 

»I understand that your youngest son, 12 years old, is ready to join the 
armed forces and thus serve his country. The best of luck to him! 

From the bottom of my heart I wish you andMrs. Taylor good luck and 
happiness for many years to come, in which wisb Mrs, Jodidi joins me. 


Yours respectfully, 

A 


(Samuel L. Jodidi) 
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front of the Soils Building, Plant Industry Station 
Itsville, Md, Ootolser 2 , 1944. Photographed by Eobert L. Taylor ’ 



19. William l! Hill 

^Isrney; a, Edward J. Hubins; 22 , 7. Les essne Gaddy 

Pfi’ 25 , Elisabeth A. Luber; 

26, Fr^eriek H. MoKensie,- 27, Eugene T, Holt; 28, Glen Edgington 

fo' T ^ 0 ’'°''“’ ^ 31 , Erank 0. lundsLom; 

Richard Adams; 34, Alfred T. Myers; 35 
illiam L Edwa^s; 36, John 0 . Hardesty; 37 , Frederick G. Settle; 
bf’ 39, Leonardo Testa; 4o, Lewis E. Hader, Jr. 

Ewdriiti^lih" S* Armiger; 43, Sterling B. 

Hendricks; W, Kenneth B. Jacob; 4?, Ernest J. Jones; 46, Marion L. 

?• **8, Joseph E. Mullins; 49 , William H. 

r°”, i Anderson; 5 I, Frederick N. Ward; 52, Hoyall 0. E. 

86 1; 5“t, Eranklin E, Allison; 55, Byron T. Shaw 

80 ^^7 Sidney Gottlieb; 58, Elizabeth B. Murdock 

Co’ t' Colin W. IVhittaker; 61 , Eleanor Hall; 

Cc’ ^®Ees: 63 Fidelia D. Davol; 64, Elias S. Shipley; 

R^’sffrh“ 60 n Constance Sherry; 67, Jew Yam Yee; 68 , Hathan 

cimith; 69, Diamond S, Reynolds 
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A group of employees on the steps of the A^inistrative Buildi^, 
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Maryland, October IJ, 19 « 

Photographed by Hobert L** Taylor 



f I 


1 . Elma DoTe; 2, Dorothy Plant; 3, Elisabeth W. Brow: 4 Virginia Webb 
s! Elizabeth Braoey; 6, Betty Vollmerhausen; 7, Wanda McSwen; g, Lilian U^n 
q Janice S. Brovm; 10, La Verne Barnes; 11, Margaret J. Heneghw; 12, Howard 

zibniser: 13i Albert E. Moseman; l4, Mary Louise Eoiff; 15,^ 

"I PnT Sullivan* 17 Helen Hopwood; IS, A» Leon Havis; 19^ Raymond » 
Casses; 20, .L P. Batjer; 21, Hanry T. Edwards; 22, Dorothy Heff; 23, Marjorie 

By^tzepbb^rger, 
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Dear Doctor Taylor: ^ 

Until I saw the picture of the Taylor family with Billy standing 
■between you and^rs. Taylor and towering a'bove you "both, I had not 
realized how much time had elapsed since you were our Chief, I still 
can see Billy sliding up and down the hall in the West Wing, waiting 
for you to 'ball it a day," 

There have "been many changes since then, hut many of the old guard are 
still around who, like myself, remember pleasantly the good old days 
when you were Chief of Bureau and Dr, Kellerman Associate, However, it 
is nice to he here at the new Station and I feel that I am fortunate in 
having had the opportunity, I wish that you and the family might visit 
us here sometime, 

I am glad to -hear through kv, Reed that you are all en.joying^ood 
•health (this is evident from tjie photograph). May time continue to 
deal kindly with you. My very best wishes to you and the family. 

Sincerely, 

(Helena C, Spraker) 



Dear Dr, Taylor: 

I wais much pleased indeed to see the fine picture of the '"Taylor family" 
at 30 Berkley Place, taken by Mr. C. A. Reed when he visi.ed you in uly. 
We are more than delighted to see you all looking so well. Certainly 
Billy is a fine young man now, quite different from when saw him. 

He apparently is about the same height as our younger hoy Uow 3D), who 

is now in the Army service at Camp Blending, Florida, 

« 

As I think back, it was just about an even 40 years ago when I had the 
pleasure of hearing youm address the "Shaw s Garden banquet at the 
Jefferson Hotel in St. Louis. I think that was in the fall of 19 . 

was then with Dr. Trelease at the Missouri Botanical Garden. It was not 
until about 1919 or 1920 when I had become a part-time employee of the 
Bureau with headquarters at Madison, Wis. with Professor L. R, Jones that. 
I really got to ioiow you. Then in 1922, when we moved to Washington and 
subsequently I got to know you better. 

Throu-^-hout the years I have always had the highest admiration for 
clearness of vision and soundness of judgement, together with \mfailing 
fairness and kindliness in dealing with individuals, ^t is indeed a very 
real pleasure to convey these sentiments to you and to wish for you and 
your family many years of continued happiness. 

Sincerely 

'.N (a, G-, Johnson) 
































Dear Dr, Taylor: 


It is a great pleasure to offer my hearty congratulations on your Slst 
"birthday, and to wish you continued good health and happiness. 

I entered the Division of Sugar Plant Investigations in 1923, a-nd since 
that time I have heen engaged on work with sugarcane. In 1929 I was 
given charge of the sugarcane "breeding. This work has "been interesting 
and successful, "but I am still looking forward to the breeding of even 
"better varieties. 

Sincerely, 

(G. B. Sartoris) 








imOGMI ASSOCIiLTION, INC* 

75 East ?j'acker Drive * Chicago 1 
Telephone Central 8835 

August 23 , I 9 M 1 - 


George N, Lamb, Secretary 

Washington I 4 ., D, C,, C^fice 
914 National Press Building 
Telephones Metropolitan II 4 . 6 U 


Dear Dr. Taylors 

I had a visit with Clarence Reed yesterday and he showed me 
a picture that he had taken of you out at your home, I remembered 
you well although it has been many years since I saw you# Way back 
before the last war I was in the Forest Service and used to see you • 

occasionally. It was good to know that you are hale and hearty after 
all these years# 

Clarence also reminded me that John Roberts was out at Beltsville# 

John is a few years older than I am, but we were boys together and his 
father and my father were boyhood chums* I hope*to get out to see him 
in the near future. 

Under separate cover, I am sending you a copy of the Mahogany 
Book, which will give you an idea of what I have been doing since I 
left the Forest Service many years ago# I am also sending you a copy 
of a personal circular letter that I sent out this month which may also ^ 

be of interest. 

I recall very vividly the hi^ esteem we in the Forest Service 
had for you and your department. Therefore, I am happy to take this • . 

occasion to send you greetings and all good wishes# 

Sincerely, 


/s/ George N, Lamb 
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Grotip photographed in front of ’’head house” of ^ant Industry 
Greenhouses, Beltsville, Md*, September 30, 1944. 

1 W, E, Prenzell; 2, R* Berry; 3? ^©ed; 4, H, H. McKinney 

^ R. W. Leukel; H. A. Rodenhiser; 7, B. J. Lay; S, C.L.Lefebre 
9* H. L. Hyland; lO, D. B, Fairfax; 11, H. L* Marshall; 

12 A. M. Karrer; 13, W. M, Stuart, Jr.; l4, G. H. Palmer 
15* G. M. Jones; l6, H. S. Sherwin; 17, L. W, Grisham; 

IS* R. C. Fairfa^t; 19, E* ^^iHiaias; 20, ¥. J. Sando; and 
21, J. M, Bonner. 
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Group of employees Photo r ..phed Ootoier 3 19^4 on steps of 

wing. Administrative Building, Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, mu, 

“by Wilfred Mead, 

1 Mildred L, Ourtis; 2, M. Georgia Gale; 3, Edma M. Barlowe; 

1+ Boris J. EoraBacher; 5, Heroine NeWberry; 6, Mar^ret Hall 
A. E. Inglehart; 8, Viola Ziepolt; 9, Strohmier 

io, Blanche B. Brovn; 11, Thelma 0. Washington; ^2, Catherine 
E. Neher; 13, Wra B. Bahree; l4, Alice E. Cogar; 15,1^ ■=' 
l6 Irene May Orian; 17, Bouise L. Mathers; IS, Carrie L Br^ on 
ig’ William L Bonahoe; 20, Janes B. Gateley; 21, C Gerad^lClukey, 

23* Hohert B. Chretien; 23, William B. Johnson; 24, Charles Carter 



































































To Dr. Wm* A. Taylor 


I am pleased to send my greetings to you and Mrs. Taylor* 
Despite the years that have passed since you retired and the hectic 



days we are experiencing, I often think of you to vdsh you well and 
many more happy years of life* 


There have been many changes since you retired - four Bureau 


chiefs, a brand new home here at Beltsville* Many of the ”Old Guard” 
have passed along* Some of us who then considered ourselves of the 
younger set now find ourselves among the ”elder statesmen*” 

I am still in charge of the Division of Dry Land Agriculture, 
which, as you well know, operates principally in the Great Plains* 
This region has come back with a bang since the calamitous days of 
the Dust Bowl, as the millions of bushels of wheat piled on the 
ground following the last three harvests, for lack of storage space, 
incontrovertibly testify* Farmers and stockmen claim their income 
taxes have more than repaid all Governmental relief expenditures. 
What food restrictions mi^t not have been necessary during these 
war years had it not been for this "miracle of the Plains”I 

It is a satisfaction to know that the researches of the 
Bureau of Plant Industry, conducted over the years, have contributed 
in no small way to stabilizing production and increasing yields in 
this region* 



Sincerely yours. 


« 


/s/ C* E, Leighty 


September 9, 19^^ 


Dear Dr, Taylor; 


It was indeed a pleasure to s ee the pictures of you, your wife and son 
v;hich Mr. C. A. Reed made and kindly showed to us. It biought back memories 
of the Bureau when it was not like it is nov/. You will probably recall that 
arosetime after 19^^ the undersigned was seen occasionally arund 13 O 6 B St SW 
and later in the West Wing; but since yCu left he ha,s been located in the 
South Building, Beltsville Research Center, and now the Plant Industry Station, 
Starting ^^rith Dr. Gbo, T, Moore, chiefs have come and gone and now what was once 
the Division of Soil Bacteriology and Plant Nutrition is a small unit in the 
Division of Soil and Fertiliser Investigations, Kindly remember me to Mrs, 
Taylor, and accept- for yourself and family my best wishes for the future. 


Yours very truly 


(Lesis T, Leonard) 



















Septem'ber 1, 19^4 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

It is singalarly appropriate that I send you this greeting today, for it 
was exactly 31 years ago today—on my first official day in the Bureau— 
that I was introduced to you "by Prof, Spillman, in th^ittle eating place 
near the Department where we were having lunch. Doubtless there are scores 
of others who remember clearly their first meeting with Dr, Taylor, 


That day I was also introduced to Weeds—and after many years and various 
interludes, I am back in Weeds, To many that would seem a dry subject, 
but it is not to me, and would not be, I am sure, to you, for it is really 
a challenge of the kind that the Bureau has always enjoyed. 


Please accept these felicitations from one who is at least a semi-old timer. 



Sincerely, 



(L. V/. ICephart; 


Dear Taylort 

It is a real pleasure to have the opportunity to add 
my wishes for jour continued health and happiness to those of so many 
others. If you remember me, it will be as one of a group of field 
men in Dry Land Agriculture who frequently wintered in the basement 
of the West Wing. Our conduct there during moments of relaxation was 
not always subdued, and I can still remember one occasion when Dr. 

Briggs quieted our youthful enthusiasm with a few well chosen words. | 

But we got a considerable amount of work done, learned a litte, be¬ 
came acquainted with men in other Divisions, and came to recognise 
the more important men in ttie Department ( you among them) by sight 
as well as by reputation. I still appreciate the Bureau policy that 
gave us this chance. ^ 

Sincerely yours. 


/s/ 0* R. Mathews 


. September 1944 

Dear Dr, Taylor: ^ 

Just a line of greeting from one who appreciates having knov/n you 
as a friend for a ninnber of years v^hile working in the Bureau of 
Plant Industry of the U, S. Department of Agriculture, 

Those years are remembered as the most pleasant of my life, and I 
feel that your friendship and sympathy from November 19 O 6 (the time 
I entered the Bureau) until your retirement had much to do with 
smoothing out difficulties as they arose and made official adjust¬ 
ments a pleasant task. My best wishes are ^fith both you and Mrs. 
Taylor in everything youjdo. 

Sincerely, 


(f. 1* Meloy) 
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A grouT) of Agricultural lioglneering 

iraildlng at the Agricultural Eeeearoh Center, two miles up the 
road from the Plant Industry Station. Photographed Octoher 7, 19 

hy Wilfred Mead 















































XIX. A group of enrployees on the steps of the Administrative Building, 
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md, September .11, 19^4, Photo¬ 
graphed by Wilfred Mead of the Bureau’s Division of Information. 

1 , Adelaide B. Arrington; 2, Clemmie U, Shirley; 3, Jeannie Olive 
4, Kathryn McDonald; 5, Marjorie Perdue; 6, DeWitt 0, Tyler 
7, Abbie B, Brooks; S, Esta Mae Nelson; 9, Henry D. Barber; 

10, Martina A. Donaldson; 11, Clarence M. Beatty; 12, Bertha M. Meyer 
13, Herschel H. Johnson; l4. Myrtle Hesnicky; 15, John T, Mitchell 
l6, June E, Heed; 17, Otis A. Pope; IS, Edward H, Killen; 

19, Ann Mikell; 20, Joshua Skinner; 21, Earl E. Berkeley; 

22 , Nellie 0, Bulger; 23, Mary Barber; 24, Louise G. Lutton; 

25, Mary E. Dooley; 26 , LaNeta S'. Phelps; 27, Mary E, Holmead; 

2 S, Pauline Eitzpatrick; 29, Erma Db^sher; 3^, Helen Black; 

31 , Jean E, Dorset; 32, Huth Bowman; 33, Elorence DeCheek 

34, Huth P, Newman; 35, Margaret Heese; 3^, Dorothy Brown 

37, Betty Ginn; 3^, Dorothy H, Larson; 39. Charlotte B, Hint 

40, Lorraine L. Ward; 4l, Maxine Erench; 42, Hita Holmes 

43, T. Aline Peterson; W, Agnes L. Espey; 45, Beatrice C. Jernberg 

46, Mary A. Barbe;.47, Huth Mitchell; 4s, Beulah M, Eppling 

49 , Irene S, Jones; 5 O, H, M. Salter; 5I-, Helen L. Woodward 

52, Mary M. Simon; 53, Doris G, Donohue; 54, Elorence Kae Strouth 

55, "'T'irginia Smith; 56, Marty T, Lowe; 57, Myma E. Green 

5s, Huth E, Clarke; 59, Mildred M, Hugg; 60, Dorothea Barrett 
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Takoma Park, C 
1)606111136 r 1, 


Dear Dr, !I?a.ylori 

May I join with your many other friends in Washington in 
congratulating you on this happy occasion and in wishing you 
many more years of usefulness. 

Many times when attending vdth other members of the 
Bureau of Chemistry or the Pood and Drug Administration 
hearings before the Bureau of the Budget and Committees of 
Congress, I have heard with admiration your crystal clear 
presentation of the needs financially of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry. 

While we awaited our turn with trepidation, we were en¬ 
couraged by the calmness and the clearness with which you 
answered all inquiries and were buoyed up idLth the hope that 
we might do as well, That we never did, as is well attested 
hy the relative amounts of money appropriated for our 
respective fields of activityJ 

I recall many years ago when Chairman Wadsworth asked 
Dr, Ka^rvey Wiley to define an ”Agricultural Sspert,” he 
replied: ^He is one who can make tv;o dollars grow on an appro¬ 
priation act where only one dollar grew before." 

Judged by that standard, as well as by your outstanding 
scientific achievements, you qualify as an expert. 

With all good wishes, I am 


Sincerely, 


SlitX 


Fred B, Linton 

(Formerly Assistant to Commissioner 
of Fooed and Drugs.) 
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A group of employees on steps of north wing, Administrative Building, 
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md, September l6, 19^4, Photo¬ 
graphed by vJiifred Mead, 


1, W ilbur D, McClellan; 2, S, L. Emsweller; 3, G-, R. Pessenden 
4, James H. Beattie; 5, Beaton J, Kushman; 6, Vera Charles 
7, Cornelius L, Shear; S, Cornelius B, Shear; 9, Robert L, Pryor 
10, Anna Grilkeson, 



















































XXI, A group of Nematology employees in front of greenhouse ’’headhouse” 
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md., September IS, 19^4, Photographed 
by Wilfred Head, 


1 , W. A. Barnesj 2, R, Jones; 3, Jesse R. Christie; 4, Civella Chambliss; 

5, Dr, Gotthold Steiner; 6, H. Schlegel; 7> Martha Wooten; S, H, "j, Tincent 
9j, Edna M, Buhrer; 10, C. D, G-reen; 11, R» B, Herbert 
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A group of "ir«w Arlington Farm” enqployees, 
on the South Farm, Bureau of Plant Industr 
Mead, September 23, 19^* 


photographed at their headquarters 
y Station, Beltsyille, Md, by Wilfred 


.ark; 2, ISaniel H. Wright; 3, Clinton R. Jackson; h Joseph L. Rhodes 
V Thomoson; 6. Earl C. Butterfield; 7, A, Stephenson 

. Graeff; 9 , Thomas W, Browner; 10 , Harry M. A llcock; 11 , Gordon Maroqr 
5 . Brown; 13 , Milton 0 . Roby; l4, Clayton H, Dindlebeck 
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WAT-30 (Group 23) 

A group of employees photographed on the steps of the West Building^, Pl£tnt Industry- 
Station, Beltsville, Md, hy Wilfred Mead, September 23, 19^4* 

1 , B* C, Stevenson; 2, H. J. Scully; 3, ^ i|^ d, m. Crooks 

5, H. A, Jones; 6 , H, A. Borthvrick; J, J. W, McKay; S, Laura Happleye; 9> Jimmie Merson 
10 , Margaret ^oole; 11 , Buth.MitGhell; 12 , Iva H. Walsh; 13, Loris Benson; l4, Ma,rgsret 
Hutchins; 15 , Hazel McKay; 16 , Ann Berginski. 





























mT-31 ((^i-oup 2^) 

A ^rpup 6aiploy66s on tiis steps of the Administrative Siiildiag^ Plant Industry 
itilon, Belts’Tille, Md* Photo,?;7^phed hy V/iifred Mead, October I 7 , 19^. 

1 Mathilde Becklerj 2, Betty Yollmerhausen; 3, Ibrothy Bowers; 4, W anda McBwen 
5 ^ Kar^^-ret J. fieneghan; 6 , La Verne Barnes; 7, ^’rieda Walker; S, Betty Merson 
9 ~amar X^ee Boyle; 10, Kathryn 0, Dills; 11, G-race Brassor; 12, Hilda Burrell 
13 , Charles K. Gapen; l4, Betty Whitman; 15, Marion Parker; 16 , W. J. Zaumeyer 
17 ^ H. P. Be 7 ^an; IS, Otto Meyers; 19, Philip Burrell; 20, E. C, Schultz 
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^ Barberry Eradication Conference, U, S. Department of Agriculture 
’ Washington, D, C,, March 2^, 

I 

1, Mrs, Marie S. Koepfle; 2, Mrs. Elsie C. 1 mg; 3, A. G, Johnson 
;, H, S. Smith; 5> Waite; 6, C, W, Warburton; 7» Sudworth 

S, J. E, Graf; 9, R. A. Oakley; lO, E. P. Keilerman; 11, W. M. Jardine 
12, R. W. Dunlap; 13, W. A. Taylor; l4, C. B, Smith; 15, C. L, Marlatt ; 

l6, C. R. Ball; 17, Bela Husz; IS, Hugh E, Clark; 19 , Mrs. B, W. Gahn 
20, C. P, Heasty; 21, Mrs. Eva P. LePev^er; 22, Miss E. C, Lambert j 

23, P. Thompson; 24, W, P, Reddy; 25, A. Lungren; 26 , W, A. Walker | 

27 , M. A, Smith; 28, W, E, Leer; 29, P* E. Kempton; 3 O, R* Htunphrey 
31 , W, H. Tisdale; 32, H» E, Allanson; 33, Eaisbert, 3^, E*W.Melander 

35, Y, Morrison; 36 , E. 0, Bulger; 37, • J* Christenson; 3^, L.D.Hutton j 

39, W, L. Popham; 40, J. W. Baringer; 4l, Pred C, Meier; 42, D. G.Pletcher j 

43 , E.C.Stakman; 44, G.C,Curran; 45, G.C.Mayoue; 46, A. P. Thiel j 
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A group of associates visit Dr^ Taylor in his office to greet him on his 

70 th birthday: 


1, Henry 1. Allanson; 2, 0. H: Coonsj 3, M.A.McCall; 4, W.A. Skuderna 
5, C. E. Leighty; 6, B, T. Galloway; 7, J’red C. Meier; S, 0. E. Cook 
9, Erank L, Goll; 10. H, E, Kellerman; 11^ E. N. Braudes; 12, H»P,Gould 
13 , C, Auchter; l4, Knowles A, Hyerson 












































August 26 , 1944 


Dear Doctor Taylor: 

I was delisted today to receive from Clarence ^^ed that very interesting 
photograph of yourself, your six-foot son, and Mrs. Taylor, It made me 
very happy to see how well and vigorous and hearty you still look. Al¬ 
though many years have now passed heyond our horizons since you were with 
us and I had the occasional pleasure of discussing matters with you, you 
still appear to he about as able, alert, and interested in the agricul¬ 
tural world about you as when you were head of that great organization, 
the Bureau of Plant Industry. 

I wish to extend to you and Mrs. Taylor and your son my sincerest best 
wishes for continued health and full enjoyment of life. Your numerous 
friends here would be happy indeed to have you all drop in for a nice 
visit. 


C ordially your friend. 


(M, C, Merrill) 


Dear Doctor Taylor; 

I want to add a postscript to Dr, Merrill*s letter, with greetings from 
one of the former members of the Office of Horticulture, 220 fourteenth 
Street, where I served as secretary to I^r. L. C, Corbett from 1922 to 
1929 . I remember with a great deal of pleasure my associations with 
you, and always enjoy meeting some of the ’’old timers” around the 
Department now, including Dr, Wm, A* Stuart, Mr, W, R. Beattie and Dr, 

A, F, Woods, and others. Since 1935, I have had the pleasure of working 
for Doctor Merrill who dictated the above letter to me. 


(Norma Highes Henneberiy) 




















- ■ . ■ i^''' 



Mr, Clarence A, Reed tells me that on a recent trip through the Middle 
West he had a very pleasant visit with you, and he suggested that you 
would he interested in hearing frcm some of us old timers. I believe I 
would he considered^n that class, as I completed 40 years’ service here 
in the Department July 31, of this year--30 years in the Bureau of Plant 
Industry and 10 years in the Bureau of S^tomology and Plant Quarantine, 
where I am now serving as business manager for the Division of Plant 
Disease Control. 

The Division consists of two projects, namely? White Pine Blister Rust 
Control, and Barberry Eradication. If my memory serves me correctly, 
these were projects in which you were much interested and it was mainly 
through your efforts that they were developed. Dr. James P, Martin is 
the Chief of the Division, and under his direction the work programs are 
well organized and accordingly, splendid results are being obtained. 

As mentioned abo\^, I have been around here for quite a while, and under 
the present retirement law I am eligible for optional retirement, since 
I became 60 years old last March, I had planned to take advantage of 
this option in the near future, but as quite often happens, one’s plans 
have to be deferred or changed. We have owned a small farm consisting 
of acres near ^Vhite Oak, Md,, approximately 5 miles north of the 
district line, onvrtilich we have, for the last 20 years, made many plantings, 
We now have (or did have) 26 apple trees (lO varieties) in full bearing, 
and many other fruits and various ornamental trees and shrubs. It was 
there we had planned to spend our remaining years, but recently, without 
advance notice, we received a court order from the Department of Justice 
informing u% that the United States G-ovemment had taken over our house 
and property f 017 b.se as a naval ordnance laboratory. Under the circum¬ 
stances, we, of course, will have to change our plans, 

Wishin^^ou good health and your share of the good things of life, I remain 

Sincerely yours. 


(Edwii^H., Milstead) 
















Frederick B. Richey 

Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry from October 193^ to 193 , w en 
resigned to engage in the commercial breeding of hybrid n. 







































In the old days—down to 1910 or later, in fact--iaany of the units of the , : | 

Department were quartered in row houses such as these. In this center | 

h-qL^^ding (130^-1306 B Street Southwest, Washington, D.C.) were located the ‘ ii 

offices of Congressional Seed Distribution and Tegetahle Physiology and | 

Pathology. To the right is the frame structure in vhich the Plant Breeding 
workers were housed. On the left is a two-story and basement house occupied 

by Dr, Walter T, Swingle’s Plant Life History Investigations. Adjoining !• 

this house was the similar building occuped by Dr, Taylor’s offices and 

laboratories, 








































D«ar Dr. Taylort 


Ify good friend C. a. Reed has just shoim me a 
photo which he recently took of you and your family* It is with 
much pleasure I write you these few lines of greetings and very best 
wishes for good health and happiness* You may perhaps, recall I 
worked for many yefirs (28) with J<Ir. W, T. Swingle - citrus, dates 
and other sub-tropical plants I happily recall the trip you authorized 
( 1919 ) taking me to Japan, China and the Philippine Is. to collect 
and study citrus and its wild relatives resistant to citrus canker* 

I am now working at the Beltsville B*P*I* Station as a more or less 
• handy man,aiming to be a good soldier and do my best in these trying 
times - approx* U3 yrs* service* age 68. 

Very sincerely 


/s/ Eugene l&iy 


October 12, 19^ 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

Not only to bring you my personal greetings and congratulations, 
but the cordial good wishes of the many persons in our Division whom 
you knew during our years of happy association, this'letter is added to 

those others from your one-time Bureau, 

^e may change our official names, alter the rhythms of perfor¬ 
mance, and vr 3 .ry the seeming direction of our endeavors, but the under¬ 
lying purpose which you know so well continues, 

Viith every good wish. 


Cordially, 


(Benjamin Y. Morrison) 


































Beltsville, Maryland. 11-1-44 


Dear Dr. Taylor t 

«It.s occasions of this sort that prove that toe Bureau ha. a soul? is 
the .ay F. D. Richey expressed it .hile he .as Bureau Chief and a group of 
frieuds met at luncheon to honor Dr. M. B. Waite toen he retired Id January 

oT 1935* 

Ihe eager spontaneity .ith .hich these more than 100 letter, and other 
tributes to you have oome together in 1944 she that there is still not only 
. soul here but that it is a large one and that insofar as the memory of you 

is oonoemed. it is ever greing brighter and more lustrous. 

A. Jack r«:rall has said else.h.re .itoin toes, covers, it is singular 

nf the naa© of any man, more than a decade after 
indeed that the mere mention of the naae oi y 

^ Rnena should bring forth a response of this sort, 

his departure from the scene, snouxu ur ^ 

• V,- «« -hha faces of several score of those by Thom. 
Seeing the ejcpressions on the laces o 

.1,..h.„pr-"- “ - ““ “““ 

100 .t o»~ •>» “ “• 

. J mass and loyalty to those under you, 

sense of security in your .x»iom, fairness and loy y 

that I al.ays had from the first that I kne. you. 

. , -t-ha «ltillful art of the photographers Mid 

inoidentally. is is due to the skiUrui an, 

^ jt. Mr. ffarrall more than to anything 
to the editorial and .riting talents of Mr. Farrall mor 

a _V ^ . 


- 

A 4 -I'M -ni'asaiTb form. W© aiE vain enough o 
else that toe -book" has assumed its present torn 


think the .hole thing decidedly creditable. 

Sincerely 

t^<iKAjuuLejt 


(clarence A. R6®<ly 
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X, 




N MSYSR 

one of the first martyrs in the work of plant esploration and introduction. 
Searching re^te places of the world for new plants promising for grovdag 

WitW drowning in the Yaagtse river,China. 

Without heirs, his small estate went toward the creation of the Meyer Medal 
ward annually to those rendering conspicuous service in the field of -olant 
explor£j,tion and introduction. ^ 















MEYER MEDAL AWARD IE 1936 

Ph.otos^S'P^ Robsr'fc L« Baylor at (Jlsnn Dais, Md* Juns 6^ I93^> showing 
award of Meyer Medal for distinguished service to plant introduction to 
P, H. Dorsett, Those present, reading from left to right, ares Dr, Albert 
Hassall, 0. P. Cook, C. E. Collins, C. S. Scofield, P. H, Dorsett, David 
Fairchild, T. H. Kearney, and Walter T* Swingle. 
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Octolaer 10, 19^ 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

I am writing as the head oi one of the ^visions most recently 
transferred to the Bureau of Plant Industry--The Division o 
Soil and Tertiliser Investigations. With the expMded Bureau 
now including soil investigations and the integration o- soil 
and plant research under one administrative unit, greater 0^0 - 
tunities are presented for close coordination of work in these 
closely related fields* 

This Division is concerned with Soil and Fertilizer Investi^tions, 
and-'.w# formed hy comhining the former Soil 

Soil Microhiology and Fertilizer Research and a portion of Soil 
-Fertility. This union permits much greater cooperation ^d wider 
latitude of operations, incluang investigations along highly 
technical lines as well as on the interrelations 
tilizers and plants, with laboratory, greenhouse and field work 
supplsinent ing each other. 

While we have not hdd the opportunity to know each other I toow 
of the fine work done hy you in building up the Bureau of 1 
Industry to its important position in plant research, and 
feel sure of your pride in its expansion and greater opportunities. 

With very "best j?; rsonal wishes to you, 


Tours sincerely, •, 


(r, W* Parker) 
Head of division 


August 3, 19^^- 

Dear ^r, Taylor: 

Dr. Edson remembered that I was once in your office, and very kindly gave 
me the opportunit.y to send along my very best wishes to you and Mrs, aylor, 
I was glad to see the pictures. It seems hard to believe that your son ^ 
has groTO so tall in so short a time. 

If it is ever possible we would love to have you all visit us in our new 
ipiarters at Beltsville. We like it very much except for the winter time 
when the snow and sleet comes and the roads are slippery. 

It is a real pleasure to think back on the happy days when you wers^ Chief 
of Bureau, Kinest personal regards to you and Mrs, Taylor, 

^ Sincerely, 




(Uellie W, Uance) 








































SeptemlDer 21, 19^ 

Dear Dr, ^aylor; 

Many changes have ta ken place since you left the Departn^nt, and we have 
often missed your wise guidance and friendly advice. 

You will probably recall that Blister Bust Control and Barberry Eradication 
programs had their origin and several years of development under your ad¬ 
ministration, These programs were transferred to the Bureau of Entomology 
and Plant Quadrantine in 193^j ^ow comprise the Division of Plant %sease 
Control. In 19^2 the work of this Division was placed in my charge. Both 
of these projects received large amountsjbf emergency relief -funds prior to 
the war, and through the use of labor, large strides were' ma.de in the 
eradication of the alternate host plants of these diseases. With the advent 
of World War II, the projects were returned to a regular fund basis and a 
’’holding" type of program. This left us \Ath a large amount of completed 
initial eradication and insufficient funds to keep all of the required rework 
up to date. We have, therefore, lost some ground but hope to make this up 
and complete the remaining initial work after the war ends. 

The Barberry eradication program has progressed to the point where approxi¬ 
mately JO perc-^nt of the eradication area, much of it located west of the 
Mississippi reiver, is now considered practically free of these bushes. This 
v/ork combined with the usehf resistant varieties developed by plant breeders 
has reduced grain losses from stem rust during the last l4 years about 5^ 
percent over those for the previous l4-year period. Both barberry eradication 
and plant breeding have paid good dividends in helping to^tabilize grain pro¬ 
duction and prevent the food shortages that were so evident during- World ^^ar I, 

The initial eradication of Ribes in connection with the blister rust control 
program has been .completed in JS percent of the control area., and 22 percent 
of this has been reworked. Effective control of the disease is being ob¬ 
tained in all white pine regions, but considerable work remains particularly 
in the western white and sugar pine regions, and in the northern part of the 
Lake States, Much of the white pine area in the Southern Appalachian region 
has been found relatively free of Ribes, thus permitting rapid progress in 
establishing control of the rust. 


In the Northeastern Stages it is now difficult to find new blister rust cankers 
in a,reas that have been protected by Ribes eradication. Over 2,000,000 board 
feet of vjhite pine lumber were used during each of the last three years in the 
war effort. This supply reflects the resi't sof the early control work and'the 
young growth now receiving blister rust protection will provide lumber for 
the i^uture. 

Many of the field and feshington employees formerly v;ith the Bureau of Plant 
Industry, some of whom you may recall, are still with the Division, Mrs, Esther 
Hull Barrett is serving as my sxecretary; Miss Beatrice McCormick is secretary 
to the Assistant Chief of the division; and Mrs, Helen Eorbes is assisting Mr, 
Edward Milstead, who takes cace of our business affairs, Mr, W. L. Popham, who 
v;as associated with the Barberry Erddication work in BPI is now Assistant Chief 
of the Bureau, in charge of control operations, Mr, Detwiler and Mr, Posey, 
formerly with Blister Rust Control, are with Soil Conservation Service, 


Sincerely yours. 


(James P. Martin) 


































Dr, E, C, Auchter 

Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry from 1938 to 1942, when he was drafted 
to hecome the first of the Agricultural Eesearch Administration, 
































Octo'bev 2, 19^4 


Dear Dr. Taylor i 

When Mr, Reed dropped in the other day with a photograph ta.ken last 
Summer of Mrs, Taylor, Billy and yourself, it recalled to my mind 
again the many pleasant years during which I worked under your dir¬ 
ection. I was delighted to see how well and healthy you looked, and 
surprised to note the hei^t of the yoting giant standing between you 
and Mrs, Taylor. I am sure you are both very proud of him. 

I understand that you continue to grow fruit on the home farm, and 
take most of the first prizes at the county fairs. This, of course, 
is not surprising. I had not realized until a few days ago, however, 
how dry it had been in northern Illinois and Indiana. Upon my return 
from a trip to Minnesota and Wisconsin, I saw for the first time many 
fields of corn that had been ruined by the drought. .We have had it 
quite dry at Beltsidlle, but not that bad. 

You will be interested to know that the experimental peach orchards 
on the farm that we bought at Beltsville produced about bushels 

of excellent peaches this year; and there is a fine crop of Jonathan, 
York Imperial, Starking and Stayman Winesap. As you know, it was 
necessary for us to move off of Arlington Farm a couple of years^ago, 
and that location is now a military barracks. We bought about 400 
acres additional to the fruit and vegetable farm at Beltsvi^e, so 
at the present time practically all of our Plant Industry research 
work is being conducted out there. Several additional^ office and 
laboratory buildint:^ have been erected, and practically all of the 
staff is headquartered there. Similarly, about two thirds*of the 
Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home Economics, and one half of the 
Dairy Diidsion, a third of Animal Industry and about a third of Entom¬ 
ology are now located at the Beltsville Research Center, some two 
miles up the road from the Plant Industry Station. 

You really would not feel very much at home in the West Wing, and I 
must admit that I do not feel at home there either. There is not one 
Bureau of Plant Industry staff member in the West Wing now. 

We all hope that it may be possible for you to visit us sometime in 
the near future and see where we are located and what we are doing. 

With personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


(E, C. Auchter) 
Research Administrator 
















Dear Dr, O?aylor: 

Mr, Heed has given me a copy of the photograph that he took of you 
and your family at the time of his visit to Columhus la^t July. I 
am very glad, indeed, to have this, and to know that you are in 
good health. 


As you prohahly know, the Bureau has changed greatly since my early 
days in it under your leadership, I hope that you will have an 
opportunity some time to visit us in our new location at Beltsville, 
and that we may have a chance to show you something of the set-up 
that we have here at the present time. 

As my own administrative responsibilities in the Bureau have in¬ 
creased, I can appreciate more and more the fair and kindly point 
of view that you always had in your administration of the Bureau, 

I also have learned to have a profound respect for your ability to 
remember details and for your great knov/ledge of the field of hor¬ 
ticulture particularly. I know that I learned many valuable lessons 
in knowing how you handled problems as Chief of Bureau, that stand 
me in good stead at the present time. 

With kindest regards to both you and Mrs, 2?aylor, I am 


Sincerely yours. 


J. H. Magness 

Head Horticulturist in Charge 






















Dear Dr, Taylor: 


It gives me a great deal of pleasure to join with other members of the 
Bureau in extending greetings. 

V/hile you were Chief of Bureau I worked under the direction of Dr. 0. F. 

Cook, in charge of the Division of fotton, Rubber and Other Tropical Plants, 
and Lid many opportunities of direct contact with you. Those contacts have 
served as an inspiration in my further service in the Bureau, Under Dr, 

Cook I was engaged primarily in the study of rubber-bearing plants. I have 
continued that study; first under the direction of Mr, B, Y. Morrison, and, 
since 1940, under the direction of Dr. B. U. Brandes. 

Through the years, the Burea has expanded and enlarged its activities, but 
throughout has maintained its reputation for integrity and vision based on 
conservative foresight. Those of us who work in the Bueau feel that its en¬ 
viable position amongst other bureaus is due in no slight degree to your 
influence in shaping its policies and directing its vision. The rubber 
work of the Bureau has had its^ips and downs, its periods of poverty and 
periods of great expansion. The work ha,s been interesting, and 1iie dis¬ 
couragements sometimes great. On the whole, however, we feel that when 
history is w^ritten the Bureau’s contribution in the v/ay of rubber reseaich 
v;ill be considered important and it will be found tha,t the Bureau has 
throughout taken a consistent, straightforward view of its responsibilities 
with respect to this important commodity. 

With rubber, as with all othei;i)hases of the Bureau's activities, ve find 
our over—all policy still guided in great measure by the policies establish¬ 
ed by you while Chief of Bureau. 

Very tmily yours, 

(Loren G-. Polhamaus) 


Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Upon his return from Columbus, Ohio in July, Mr. C» A. Reed showed me 
the picture of the family group and truly, "Time Marches On i " The last 
time I saw your son in the West Wing he was knee high to a grasshopj^c r 
and what a fine, strapping young man he is today 1 

You will perhaps recall that I was connected with Dr, -i^airchild s office, 
starting there in I 916 . I remained l^d.th that office until a year and a 
half ago. I am now happily connected with Dr, B. W, Brandes in Rubber 
Plant Investigations, 

I am-very grcateful for the opportunity of congratulating you on your gist 
birthday, and to wish you and your family continued good health and happiness. 

Sincerely, 

(J, L. Mahoney) 














Plant Industry—in peace 
and war 

IN HIS 1926 annual report as Chief of 
BPI, Dr. William A. Taylor reviewed 
some of the outstanding achievements 
of the Bureau, and said: 

It Is recognized that no accurate monetary 
expression can be made of the economic gains 
more or less directly resulting from the re¬ 
search activities of the Bureau. For com¬ 
parative purposes, however, expression of the 
economic gains has been attempted on the 
basis of average prices prevailing during the 
time when the work of the Bureau brought 
about the improvements or other changes. 
On this basis these items would amount to 
considerably more than 200 million dollars 
annually. 

A bit of history 

“Considerably more than 200 million 
dollars annually!” Naturally, the ques¬ 
tion follows: How long has this thing 
been going on, anyway? 

Emerson said, “The first farmer was 
the first man.” That will give you an 
idea as to when plant-industry work 
actually started. It was not until 1900, 
however, that we began to write Plant 
Industry with capital letters. In Octo¬ 
ber of that year Secretary of Agricul¬ 
ture James Wilson grouped the Divi¬ 
sions of Vegetable Physiology and 
Pathology, Grass and Forage Plant In¬ 
vestigations, Pomology, and Experimen¬ 
tal Gardens ftid Grounds into an Office 
qf Plant Industry. The Agricultural Ap¬ 
propriation Act of July 1, 1901, added 
the Division of Botany and raised the 
Office to Bureau status. Other lines of 
investigations have been added from 
time to time, and in 1943 the name of 
the agency was changed to Bureau of 
Plant Industry, Soils; and Agricultural 
Engineering. 

Broadly speaking, the functions of the 
Bureau are to acquire knowledge con¬ 
cerning the fundamental principles 
governing crop production and utiliza¬ 
tion, and to apply this knowledge to 
agriculture in the interest of the general 
welfare. 

Pre-war activities 

The Bureau’s role in plant introduc¬ 
tion is often the one first mentioned, 
6956S0"~44 


since aside from corn, tobacco, pump¬ 
kin, bean, and a few minor crops, all our 
food plants have been introduced. Our 
early settlers brought with them the 
crops of northern Europe, many of 
which were poorly adapted to American 
conditions. Gradually, by other intro¬ 
ductions, breeding, and selection, our 
agriculture has become distinctive. 

The durum wheats, sorghums and 
other grains, Acala cotton, the navel 
orange, soybeans, Turkestan alfalfa, 
Korean lespedeza, and the sugarcanes— 
these are but a few of the important 
crop plants brought from other lands. 

The plant-breeding program, in close 
cooperation with the agricultural ex¬ 
periment stations and similar agencies, 
has given us hybrid corn, better wheats, 
improved disease-tolerant sugarcane, 
improved cotton, Marglobe tomato, 
Katahdin potato, Blakemore straw¬ 
berry, and many other valuable new va¬ 
rieties. Success in breeding disease- 
resistant varieties has been outstanding. 

For example, disease-resistant varie¬ 
ties of lettuce and cantaloups, developed 
in cooperation with the California 
Agricultural Experiment Station, re¬ 
turned to growers $17 million a year 
over and above what they could have 
expected from growing the standard, 
susceptible sorts. This sum i% almost 
exactly the total cost of fruit and vege¬ 
table crops investigations conducted by 
the Department during the first 75 years 
of its existence! 

In his 1943 report as Chief of PISAE, 
Dr. Robert M. Salter said: . 

Added to these contributions of plant 
breeders are those of soil scientists who are 
making possible an increasingly efificient and 
discriminating use of the land, fertilizer 
specialists who are pointing the way to more 
economical and effective ways to manufac¬ 
ture and use fertilizer, and agricultural en¬ 
gineers who are developing improved and 
labor-saving methods, machines, and equip¬ 
ment for carrying on the operations of agri¬ 
culture. 

Handling, transportation, and storage 
methods worked out and introduced by 
the Bureau save growers and handlers 
millions of dollars each year, and result 
in more and better products for the con¬ 
sumer- 

In the Bureau’s chain of achievements 
are many golden links of outstanding ac¬ 


complishments in fundamental re¬ 
search, from .the early proof that bac¬ 
teria could produce plant diseases, down 
the years to the observations on the ; 
ratio of leaf area to fruit production, 
and the epoch-making discoveries of the 
effect of length of day on plant growth 
and the value of plant growth sub¬ 
stances. 

The war effort 

Hybrid corn added many millions of 
bushels of corn to the 1943 crop. In 
1943, with 52 percent of all corn acre¬ 
age hybrid, 6,570,000 acres of less land 
was used than was used in the bumper 
year of 1920 to grow about the same 
sized corn crop. The new varieties of 
potatoes which made up more than 28 
percent of the Nation’s certified teed 
potatoes in 1942 accounted in part for 
great increases in potato production. 

Needed sugar is coming from Louisi¬ 
ana where a few years ago mosaic dis¬ 
ease threatened the destruction of the 
industry. It was saved by ‘planting the 
“sugar-bowl” with the improved, dis¬ 
ease-tolerant sugarcanes developed by 
the Bureau. Wood disease studies have 
helped in the more effective use of woods 
in aircraft, boat, and war-housing pro¬ 
duction. 

Rubber production in the Western 
Hemisphere has been hastened and made 
more effective. A critical fiber situation 
has been met by growing abaca in Pan¬ 
ama, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Hon¬ 
duras, a cooperative undertaking that 
has already brought millions of pounds 
of fiber to this country and that prom¬ 
ises a million pounds a month when 
adequate fiber-cleaning equipment is in- 
. stalled on all the plantations. 

It begins to appear that the Bureau’s 
most popular contribution to the food 
front, “the battle line without which all 
others must fail,” may turn out to be 
its ability to meet the need for garden 
information. More than 3 million copies 
of its MP 483, Victory Gardens, were dis- , 
tributed in 1943, and its current offering, j 
MP 538, Growing Vegetables in Town and 
City, is rapidly becoming a popular . 
handbook encyclopedia on how to suc¬ 
ceed in the garden. Through publica- ' 
tions and by means of the press and ra¬ 
dio, the Bureau’s accumulated informa¬ 
tion on growing vegetables at home has 
reached victory gardeners so effectively 
as to aid greatly in producing the most 
amazing home garden crops ever known. 
This is probably the most notable mass- 
practical application of plant science in 
world history! 

We give you, then PISAE—the Bureau 
of prolific yesterdays, fruitful todays, 
and productive tomorrQwsi — John A. 
Ferrall, PISAE. 

_ - V 


































Plant Industry Station, 
Beltsville, Maryland, 
December 1, 19^4, 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

The real difficulty in preparing sketches such as that vjhich immediately 
precedes this letter, is that one must depend usually upon data obtained 
from the person act\xally concerned. But think how much more lively an 
account could be orepared from information to be obtain^ from the private 
secretaries of the men or women concerned J 

Now, I knew’ their private secretaries. 

And the story of the creation of the Bureau of Plant Industry, as it came 
to me from these private secretaries, runs about as follows; When Commis¬ 
sioner Nev/ton took over the Bureau of Agriculture—it did not become a 
Department, of course, until lgS9—one of his first acts was to send for 
William Saunders, your old friend, who was a well known horticulturist and 
landscape gardener. The Commissioner asked Saunders to take over the job 
of planning the fruit and veget able investigations; and in particular the 
job of making somethSnig of the gardens and grounds. 

It^ may be difficult for one who now views these lovely grounds to realize 
it, but in 1862, when Saunders began work, these grounds were little more 
than a sws. mp, through which a discouraged canal crept. Saunders eliminated 
that canal, and went on to handle the gardens and grounds job for a matter 
of 38 years. Department of Agriculture administrative officers got into 
the habit of regarding him as immortal. But he foiled them; he died in 1899' 

The Division of Botany had been established in March 1S69; the Division of 
Pomology in 1886. In 18S6, too, a section of mycology was created in the 
Division of Botany. A year later it was christened the section of vegetable 
pathology; and in 1891 became the Di'ifision of Vegetable Physiology and 
Pathology, with Dr, B. T. Gallov^ay as Chief, 

Well, according to my private secretary "pipe line," shortly after the 
death of Saunders, Secretary "Tama Jim" Wilson sent for Dr. G-allov;ay. 

"Gallov/ay,” he said, I»m not planning on hiring anyone in Saunder’s place, 

I am going to turn the gardens and grounds work over to y^*" 

”Pine JR said Dr. Gallov/ay. Sut why not go a step farther and give me a 
real plant industry set-up? I mean a Bureau— taking in not only gardens 
a.nd grounds along with the vegetable physiology and pathology work, but 
also grass, forege crops, and pomolog^r. 




The Secretary considered the proposal for a while. 

”Not Botany?” he suggested, puzzled, 

’’Not just yet--for certain reasons,” said Sr, Oalloway, *Botany--and one 
or two other lines of work—Foreign Plant, Congressional Seed, and the 
like—will come along. That will he easily handled.” 

”I suppose so,” agreed the Secretary. "That consolodation sounds pretty 
good to me. I’ll dictate an order this afternoon putting the plan into 
effect. Yes, you are now Chief of the Bureau—well, anyway. Office—of 
Plant Industry. You'll need a good right-hand man.” 

"He's in Veg-Path right now,” nodded Dr. Galloway. 'Sharp as a hrier. Never 
made an error of judgement—well, one— 

"What do you mean, one?" 

"Why it was before he came to the Bepirtment, ” chuckled Dr. Galloway. 

"While he \ms still a student at the University of Nebraska--! just heard 
about it. It appears that he went with one of the professors of the 
j University on a collecting trip to Cheyenne, Wyoming. Cheyenne was then 
I a tj'pical wild west settlement. They saw a 'bad man' leaning against a 
saloon wall, guns strapped to his side, apparenly half asleep. The 
youngster was something of a sleight-of-hand artist and he could not 
resist playing a trick on the man. Borrowing a silver dollar from the 
professor he pretended to pick it from the ground at the bad man's foot. 
The latter roused up instantly—the bad man, I mean, not the foot ' 

'That's my dollar. Bo,' he said. After a quick glance at the guns 
strapped to the man's waist, the youngster decided that the professor 
would have to lose his dollar," 

"That was no error of judgment,” decided the Secretary, laughing. "I 
think it was pretty fast and pretty smart thinking. Who’s your man?” 

"His name is Woods,” said Dr, Galloway. "Albert F. Woods," 

And that was the team that made agricultural histoiy for a good many 
years as Chief and Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Plant industry, 
though they may not have been quite so well known to their general 
correspondents as to scientific men, for usually the best one could 
make of interpreting Dr, Galloway's signature was "By Golly;” while 
the "a. F, Woods" became "Otunde." Dr. Woods' handwriting has inproved 
a good bit since his connection with the Ciraduate School, but Dr, Taylor 
will undoubtedly go down in history asJbhe'TTirst hi^ official of the 
Bureau whose signature could be read"^ the 


(John A. FerrallJ 




































REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF PLANT 

INDUSTRY 


United States Department of Agriculture, 

Bureau of Plant Industry, 
'Washington^ D. (7., August 31^ 1926. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the work of 
the Bureau of Plant Industry for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1926. 
Respectfully, ’ 

Wm. a. Taylor, 

,-r -^TT-r r -r GMsf of Buveau.. 

Hon. W. M. Jardine, 

Secretary of Agriculture. 


A QUARTER CENTURY OF SERVICE 

The Bureau of Plant Industry was 
established by statute July 1, 1901, 
combining and enlarging the activities 
of five previously separate divisions of 
the department: Gardens and grounds, 
vegetable pathology and physiology, 
pomology, botany, and agrostology. 

The completion of the fiscal year 
1926 brings the bureau to the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of its formal organi¬ 
zation, and it is fitting that a brief re¬ 
view be recorded of some of the strik¬ 
ing accomplishments of this quarter 
century. 

Throughout this period the bureau 
has been primarily a research organi- 
ption, employing specialists trained 
in any science bearing in any manner 
upon the crop problems selected for 
critical study. National progress in 
agriculture through intelligent appre¬ 
ciation of existing facts and through 
the development of new ideas directly 
or indirectly related to crop produc¬ 
tion and plant growth has been the 
underlying purpose of the bureau. 
Some of its activities have accordingly 
dealt more with general agricultural 
efficiency than with crop handling— 
for example, the organization of farm- 
management studies, now a branch of 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics ; 
the employment of local agricultural 
advisers of farm demonstration agents, 
now enlarged into the Smith-Lever ex¬ 
tension, States and Federal Govern¬ 
ment cooperating; studies of rural or¬ 
ganization and systems of agricultural 
marketing, later organized as the Bu¬ 
reau of Markets and now a part of 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics ; 


all these began as ofiiees or branches 
of the Bureau of Plant Industry and 
developed until their size or relation 
to other branches, of the department 
rendered their transfer expedient. 

Studies of the algae and bacteria 
affecting the potability of water—per¬ 
haps the least agricultural of all the 
bureau’s researches and accordingly 
discontinued—have had a stimulating 
influence upon the sanitary improve¬ 
ment of water supplies, especially in 
dairy regions. 

The most numerous and perhaps the 
most significant of the bureau’s con¬ 
tributions toward the Nation’s eco¬ 
nomic progress, however, have been 
the establishment of new industries, 
the introduction of new plants, the 
development of new methods of plant 
culture or handling, or other new ideas 
involving plant production or plant 
science. 

Identifying and determining the 
causes of destructive plant diseases 
and the development of methods for 
their control, especially when major 
crops were involved, has always been 
one of the principal phases of the bu¬ 
reau’s activities. In most instances 
the researches on fruit or field-crop 
diseases have led to practical methods.. 
for partial or comnlg'ts qontrol. . 

BENEFITS OF DISEASE CONTROL 

WZiile there is no question that very 
great benefit in the production of 
many crops resulted from methods of 
disease control established by the bu¬ 
reau, it is difficult in most cases to 
estimat e this benefit in dollars and 
cents. 


Benefits have resulted from the 
amelioration of injury caused by dis¬ 
eases through the breeding and dis¬ 
semination of resistant varieties or 
through the establishment of control 
by spraying or rotation systems or by 
identifying diseased plants promptly 
and by roguing out diseased plants be¬ 
fore injury by the disease has become 
widespread. The latter method has 
proved exceptionally valuable in com¬ 
bating the injury of mosaic diseases, 
especially in sugar cane and in po- 
tatoes.’i _ As a result of the control of 
virus diseases of potato through seed 
iniprovement, 15 to 30 per cent larger 
yields are being obtained. 

Bacteriological and chemical studies 
of agricultural soils have led to effi¬ 
cient control of certain of the impor¬ 
tant soil bacter.a and to more econom¬ 
ical handling of fertilizers. Studies' 
on comparative farm and market 
quality of large numbers of different 
varieties of fruits and vegetables and 
improvements in handling, storing, 
and methods of utilization of plant 
products have been of great value. 


CUMULATIVE VALUE OF RESEARCH 
ACTIVITIES 

It is recognized that no accurate 
monetary expression can be made of 
the economic gains more or less directly 
resulting from the research activities of 
the bureau. For comparative purposes 
however, expression of these economic 
gams has been attempted on the basis 
of average prices prevailing during the 
times when the work of the bureau 
brought about the improvements or 
other changes referred to. On this 
basis these items would amount to con¬ 
siderably more than $2OO,OCO,O0O annu¬ 
ally, which is more than fifty times as 
large as the total annual appropriation 
tor the bureau’s activities, and, further¬ 
more, even this large sum does not sat- 
isractorily represent the benefits actu- 
ally due directly or indirectly to re¬ 
searches of the bureau. 

'The vital essential to any effective 
adjustment of crop acreage to the mar¬ 
ket requirements of the time is ap¬ 
proximate stabilization of crop produc¬ 
tion. This can be approached only 
when crop pests are measurably under 
control and when crop varieties are 


I available which are thoroughly adapted 
I to the climate aiul to tne oon wn^xi le 
j is handled effectively. Enough pi‘og- 
ress has been made in these directions 
' to warrant increased and sustained 
^ research effort in this field. 

The farming public has derived sig- 
nificant though intangible benefits 
^ from the introduction of something 
^1 over 65,000 different plants procured 
by agricultural explorers in various 
foreign countries and distributed 
through botanic gardens and State 
agricultural experiment stations and 
to individual plant specialists. 


IMPROVED COTTON PRODUCTION 

As a result of intensive studies of 
cotton-production problems in the 
United States by specialists of the bu¬ 
reau, superior varieties of cotton have 
been bred, while others have been dis¬ 
covered and introduced from abroad 
and developed in this country, includ¬ 
ing such varieties asi Acala, Lone Star, 
Columbia, Trice, Fostei*, Express, Du¬ 
rango, Meade, and Pima. The Acala 
cotton, a superior upland variety pro¬ 
ducing a premium staple, was dis¬ 
covered in 1906 in q remote region of 
southern Mexico by an expedition sent 
out by this department. It was intro- 
duced, selected, and established in cul¬ 
tivation in. the United States. It is 
estimated that the 1925 cotton crop of : 
California and the Mexican Imperial ^ 
Valley (practically all of the Acala 
variety) had a value of $27,200,000. 
For the 7-year period from 1919 to 
1925, inclusive, the cotton crop of Cali¬ 
fornia, including the Imperial Valley 
district in Lower California, had a 
total value of $126,543,000, which was 
largely the result of planting superior 
varieties of cotton introduced and de¬ 
veloped by the specialists of this 
bureau. With the exception of a small 
acreage of the Pima Egyptian cotton 
in the Salt River Valley of Arizona, 
practically, the entire irrigated cotton 
area of western Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and California is now pro¬ 
ducing Acala cotton. The Acala cot¬ 
ton is also being grown on hundreds 
of thousands of acres in the natural 
rainfall regions of Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Arkansas. 




















Men with scientific training in pomology were 
about as scarce as the proverbial hens’ teeth 
in those days, but Yan Deman knew of a man 
named Fred Taylor who was a good practical 
fruit man and had a bit of scientific train¬ 
ing, He asked the Civil Service Commission 
to be sure and send application blanks to 
him. 

The examination was finally'held and the 
papers rated, A representative of the Civil 
Service Commission stopped at Van Deman’s 
office and told him Taylor had passed at 
the head of the list, ’’miles ahead of the 
other applicants,” ”We are sending the papers to the Secretary’s Office,’^ 
he said, ”so I suppos-e you will be getting them tomorrow so that you can 
recommend an appointment,” 


IN WHICH WE TELL OF A LITTLE 
MISUNDERSTANDING— 

* 

The Division of Pomology was established in 
1SS5 (lSS6 formally), with Professor H, E, 
Van Deman as Chief, 

From the beginning it was a very busy office 
and soon Van Deman was asking for an assis¬ 
tant pomologist. By 199 O it was decided to 
do something about this and the Civil Ser¬ 
vice Commission was asked to hold an exam¬ 
ination for ’’Assistant Pomologist.” 


Later that afternoon a casual acquaintance stopped at Van Deman's office 
and said he understood that Taylor was being offered the job as the new 
assistant. ”I suppose so; I haven’t the papers yet,” said Van Deman, * 

"You are getting a fine young man,” said the visitor, enthusiastically^ 
"probably the best equaipped young horticulturist and pomologist in the 
country, I think he has a great future, not only as a research man, but 
as an administrator,” 


"Well, perhaps,” agreed Van Deman, not greatly impressed, ”I know a good 
bit about the sort of work he has been doing, and I think we can make him 
fit in. I'm sorry he hasn’t a better scientific training—” 

’’Better scientific training!” exclaimed the- visitor, took here, Michigan 
is the best agricultural school in the country right now—with a great 
young teacher of horticulture and pomology—L. H. Bailey’s his name— 
and young Taylor Is the best student they ever had. Dr. Beal told me that." 
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Van Deman smiled at the man's vehemance, 

"You're harking up the wrong tree," he insisted, "Of course I know Dr, 
Beal--he's one of the best teachers*of botany in the country. And I've 
heard enthustiastic reports about young Bailey, But the point is that 
'I'm sure Fred Taylor never attended Michigan Agricultural College—" 

"Fred TaylorJ" exclaimed the visitor, "I'm dot talking about Fred Taylor, 
The man who passed at the head of your examination—the Civil Service man 
told me so in the hall just now—is William A, Taylor, Dr, Beal told me— 
wrote me about it--said yeung Taylor had passed so far ahead of the rest 
of the applicants that they might just as v/ell not have been running at 
all—they v;ere left at the post, as ve say in Kentucky," 

Yes, that's the way it happened, William A, Taylor, not Fred Taylor, 
became the new assistant pomologist. He proceeded to make good all of 
the nice things his boosters had said about him. Old timers in the 
Bureau or retired still talk about the impression Dr, Taylor made shortly 
after his arrival inWashington--when he attended one of thelittle scien¬ 
tific seminars then being held one or two evenings a week at the homes of 
members of the scientific staff. He quickly demonstrated that he knew 
his fiuit growing. 

He also quickly demonstrated ability as an able administrator as well as 
a careful and painstaking research man, but for years he shimned adminis¬ 
trative office, feeling that it would interfere too much with his research 
work. Quite early in his connection with the Division of Pomology he de¬ 
clined the pcsaition of Chief for t^at reason, though he was finally pre¬ 
vailed upon to accept the office of Assistant Chief, as that made fewer 
demands on his time. 

In a very few years he had become recognized as perhaps the outstanding 
authority on fruit growing in the country. Improvements in methods devel¬ 
oped under his guidance resulted in saving millions of dollars to fruit 
growers and handlers. Thus it was that years later in one of his reports 
as Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry he was able to write: 

"It is recognized that no accurate monetary expression 
can be na de of the economic gains more or less directly 
resulting from the research activities of the Bureau, For 
comparative pruposes,, however, expression of the economic 
gains has been attempted on the basis of average prices pre¬ 
vailing during the time when the work of the Bureau brought 
about the improvements or other changes. On this basis these 
items would amount to considerable more than 200 million dollars 
a year," 
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V Bird's-eye view of U, S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D, C., about 1900, Ihis shows the 
i|^ greenhouses then close to the main Tmilding. These greenhouses were later removed to the Botanical 
I Darden: (l) the old red brick building; 2, the greenhouses; 3, frame structures occupied by the 
I Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry from 1901 on; 4, Smithsonian Institution; 5, Bureau of 
j Entomology. Across the street to the right are seen the private houses occupied by various offices 
and laboratories of the Bureau of Plant industry. 
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I of the Centennial pecan in the Oak Alley Plantation at Pest el, Louisiana. 

Nuts from the original Centennial tree (which formerly stood on the Anita 
Plantation of Mr, Amant Bourgeois, on the east hank of the Mississippi 
River, in St. James Parish, La.) were awarded a diploma at the Centennial 
Esposition at Philadelphia in lEjG —hence the -variety name. It was apparently 
the first variety of pecan successfully propagated hy budding or grafting, 
the first to he planted commercially, and one of the first catalogued and 
offered for sale commercially. 

During his service with the Bureau Dr, Taylor witnessed a phenomenal devel- 
j opment of nut growing and breeding activities, with the pecan coming into 
its own as a commercial product and the relatively unknown filbert winning 
j a firm place in popular favor. In fact, competent authorities have stated 
that the filbert hybrids developed in connection with the Bureau*s plant 
^ breeding work during Dr, Taylor’s term as Chief are worth more than the 
I total cost of the nut investigations project since its inauguration! 
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THE BUREAU OE PLAITT INIUSTRY'S GOLDEN AGE 

The two decades, 1913“1933, during which Dr, William A, Taylor served 
as Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry, were years that stand out 
strikingly in the agricultural history of our country. Agricultural 
production during that amazing period actually increased a third while 
the crop acreage remained stationary and the amount of labor utilized 
in agriculture decreased] 

For that matter, Dr, Taylor had started his spectacular career vigor¬ 
ously a good bit before taking over the duties of Chief of Bureau, for 
he had cooperated with G, Harold Powell and others in that pioneer 
v/ork on handling, transportation and storage that made the first pages 
of newspapers. This early work v;as in connection with the handling 
and shipping of oranges from California to the Eastern United States, 
Growers and railroads were resigned to losing 20 percent of the fruit 
en route as the result of diseases, designed? No, that's not the 
word. They accepted the loss as apparently inevitable, but they were 
not resigned. Not by a long shot i It was their loud cries for help 
that led to the inauguration of the Department's studies for then, as 
now, the Bureau was always responsive to demands from farm and grove. 

Well, these growers and handlers of oranges wanted the Department to 
do something about this 20 percent loss. It did. In a jiffy, so to 
speak. Dr, Taylor and his associates in the pomol^ogical investigations 
h^d worked out and installed improvements in methods and equipment that 
cut the 20 percent loss to a mere 2 percent. 

Better still, these early transportation studies actually put down the 
foundation for the present refrigerator car, specifications for the 
improved cars being based largely on data supplied as the result of 
the Bureau’s continuing investigations of the subject. The refrigerator 
car is now about as important in connection with our food supply as 
the ship is tn En^and’s, 

Plant pathology burst into full bloom during these two decades. One 
might say that growers cam^ to scoff but remained to spray ] Along 
with spraying went breeding to develop new sorts resistant to diseases. 
It has been estimated that the use of disease-resistant varieties of 
plants developed by the Bureau during those 20 years mean 100 million 
dollars a year or more to American growers--that is, 100 million'^ollars 
more each year than they could have esjpected from growing the suscep¬ 
tible varieties formerly used. Of course, these^susceptible varieties 
could no longer be grown at all in some regions, being a total loss] 
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Outstanding in the field of "breeding disease-resistant varieties was 
the obtaining of resistant sugar canes that saved the Louisiana sugar 
cane industry fion ruin. In fact hanks and a good many of the growers 
had already given up when the Bureau stepped in; fully ^0 percent of 
the productive Delta sugar cane section had been abandoned. The intro¬ 
duction of the Bureau’s resistant sorts saved the industry. Now prac¬ 
tically 100 percent of the Louisiana sugar cane area is planted to 
these varieties resulting in a production of sugar that has been vitally 
important to the war effort and to the home front in this country, 

-During his term of office as Chief of Bureau, Dr, Taylor also witnessed 
the saving of the Florida tomato-shipping industry from destruction by 
disease attacks. A Bureau creation, the Marglobe tomato, not only 
saved the industry through its disease resistance, but went on to be¬ 
come the most important all-around tomato variety in the world’ 

Dr, Taylor saw, too, the development of the Blakemore strawberry, a 
hybrid that has become the foremost strawberry variety of thecountry. 

These 20 yea,rs, too, witnessed the spread of the miracle of hybrid 
com; of new wheats surpassing any previously grown; of the introduction 
and establishment of Acala cotton, improved to make it better suited to 
American conditions. Along with this cotton introduction went amazing 
improvements in methods of growing, such as the establishment of single¬ 
variety cotton communities. Plant exploration and introduction became 
highly specialized. No lon^rdo plant explorers go out to bring in any¬ 
thing new that crosses their path; they make their exploring trips now 
with definite objectives in mind—and bring ’em back alive 1 

It was during this period—but, watt, this is not to be an encyclopedia 
of agricultural improvement. V/e must respect the paper scarcity.’ 

However, we simply have to mention that Dr, Taylor had a finger in the 
development of the Beltsville, Md. agricultural activities. He arranged 
for the first purchase of land at Beltsville for the Department’s use, 
planting the acorn that has grown to be the world’s greatest agricul¬ 
tural experiment station—The Beltsville Hesearch Center, 

A couple of miles down the road toward %shington is located the Plant 
Industry Station,_^headquarters for the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, 
and Agricultural S^ngineering. Here is the realization of the research^ 
man s dream—administrative offices, laboratories, greenhouses, and fbld 
experiments in a single compact location. How Dr, Taylor would have 
loved that J 
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These, then, are a few of the Wm. A. Taylor monuments and guideposts. 

Not that he needs monuments. No, he is his own monument; his life the 
■best gaidepost. His name and achievements are permanently on the 
Bureau's historical scrolls—in letters of gold—you know, that 2^0 
million or more additional return to American growers 1 

THE THREE MUSKETEERS 

A good part of ^r. Taylor’s success in a dministering the Bureau during 
those golden decades must, I believe, be credited to his \nicanny knack 
of selecting the right man for the job. V/hat I have in mind is that 
probably no administrator ever had over such a long period such loyal 
and efficient assistants as Karl Kellerman and Henry E, Allanson. 

Ur. Kellerman, of course, was practically unlmown when Dr. Taylor 
surprised us all by selecting him to be Associate Chief of bureau; and 
I doubt if any man ever wanted less an administrative job than Henry 
E, Allanson at the time Ur. Taylor picked him for the job of Assistant 
Chief (now Business Manager) of the Bureau, 

A graduate of Cornell and trained for research, that was the future 
Mr, Allanson had in mind for himself—research in agriculture. But 
he had made a reputation as an administrative officer of unusualy 
ability even while in college, so when he entered the service of the 
Department he was immediately drafted for special administrative work 
in the Office of the Secretary—and research moved aside for the time 
being. 

Then when World War I jammed Dr. Taylor's desk with administrative 
details, it was Henry Allanson who was called in to clear the jam— 
and did it so effectively that he cancelled out his research future 
for these many years. Because Dr. Taylor has a wonderful memory and 
he never forgot the fine job Mr, Allanson did in that emergency. In 
the meantime H. E, declined to return to administrative work with the 
Office of the Secretary but went instead over to V.P.I. But he couldn’t 
forget the Department—and its agricultural research. He returned, to 
Foreign Plant •“'xploration, in 1921, but Dr, Taylor again spotted him— 
that was the end. The draft was on, and the Bureau had acquired an 
"until death doth us part^ Business Manager, I suspect, with the 
research job put aside for the next reincarnation, 

i 

Well, no matter how the thing affected Mr. Allanson s ambition to become 
a research man, he still remains an outstanding illustration of Dr, Taylor 
skill in picking the right man for the job. No Bureau Chief ever had a 
more loyal or more able right-hand man; and it is equally certain that no 
Bureau Chief ever leaned more heavily on his business manager. Dr. Taylor 
confidence was not misplaced. 

































SCOOP 1 LIGHT SHINHS THROUGH BUSHEL ] 

In the noonday of Ur. Taylor's period of service as Chief of Bureau, the 
toins,tO“Sliipping industry of T'lorida got in a had way hy reason of attacks 
on tomatoes of wilt and nailhead rust. It was pretty clear that unless 
something drastic could he done the industry was destined for extinction. 

V/ith his desk piled with frantic appeals for help hy growers and shippers, 
picture Dr, Taylor’s delight when Fred Pritchard walked into his office 
one afternoon and announced that he had the solution to the problem 1 

It was in the form of a new tomato hybrid that Fred had developed along 
with his association, William S. Porte. It had been developed from the 
Marvel, a tomato with some resistance to these diseases, hut a poor yield- 
-er, and the Globe, a tomato of excellent quality hut quite susceptible to 
injury from the diseases. They called the new hybrid the Marglobe, As 
it turned out, it should have been named Caesar, for it was a case of 
veni . vidi . vici (I came, I saw, I conquered 1) when it was introduced into 
commercial ciilture in Florida. 

This Mar^obe tomato proved to be a good bit more than a mere stop-gap 
shipping tomato. It went on to become the principal canning tomato in 
the Middle Atlantic and South Atlantic regions. It became, too, the 
dominant variety in Mexico during the heyday of the tomato-shipping indus¬ 
try there. Now it is v\ridely known all over the world and is probably the 
best tomato variety in the world. 

As stated, it was developed by the late Fred Pritchard and William S, 

Porte, two men who were e^sqDerts in keeping their lights under a bushel. 

In fact, Fred was so seff-effacing that a good many of his associates in 
the Bureau had never heard of him \intil they read in the newspapers a 
brief account of his work when he suddenly died, in harness, as the 
result of a heart attack. Bill Porte has lived up to the self-effacement 
standard, so you can imagine the surprise of those who know him when they 
found that a slight glimmer of light seems to have forced its way through 
the bushel \mder which he has kept his light hidden so effectively. The 
Country Gentleman for October 1944 states; 

"A native of one of the top tomato states, New Jersey, broke the record 
in breeding up andtesting a valuable new tomato variety, the Pan America. 
William S. Porte, plant breeder with the Department of Agriculture for 
twenty-six years, is a world expert on tomatoes. He worked with Plant 
Scientist Pritchard in production of the Marglobe and other now well-imown 
varieties, Porte bred the Pan America by crossing the Marglobe with a 
so-called wild currant tomato from the Andes region of Peru. It was ready 
for the seed trade only four years after the cross was made, a record time, 

"Port;e is now engaged in working on other"long shots” in efforts to capit¬ 
alize on the disease-resistant chr^racters in certain wild tomatoes, which 
may open up a whole new field of breeding possibilities with this farm crop,” 
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NEWS LETTER 

Division of Fruit and Vegetable 
Qrops and Diseases 


Vol. Ill, No. 3 


EDITORIALLI SPMKING. John A. Porrall 

PFtITCHARD— "PoacG,” doclaros Milton, ^'hatli hor victorios no 

i.iAIvPjn OP KIhG-S! loss than War." Prod Pritchard was the hero of one of 
the notable victories of Peace a.nd foneid, .as rian^ have, 
thoA War is much quicher to reward its victors, and that the public re- 
neuDors then vory micli better, ,We laiov' a whole lot nore a,bont Napoleon 
than we do about Linnaeiis, At that, Pritchard did work under nore 
favorable consitions than Linnaeus. The latter is reported to have na-de 
a pla-nt collecting trip through Europe that covered 4,600 nilos and re¬ 
quired five nonths, receiving $125 *00 his conpensa-tionl 

I rather suspect that Pred Pritchond preferred things as tlie^ are. 

He v/o.s one of the noet unassuning nen I have ever net, and I net hin 
occasionally for fiiteen years or nore before I learned accidenta-lly of 
the things he was acconplisliing for Ai'iericaii horticulture. At one of 
the annual banquets of the Botanic.al Society of Washington, E. C., 
tomatoes, were served—tomatoes of a superlative quality?-. This Ma,rglobe 
variety, I wovS told, h.o,d been created by Pred Pritclia^rd a,nd introduced 
back in 1924. Its superior qua.lities had led to an increa.se in its 
planting xron year to year imtil by I 929 it was being grown a.lnost ez- 
clusivelj^ in Plorida, extensively in the Atl-antic Coant States, Texa.s 
and the kiddle West, and over the border. And the estinaAed annual vaAue 
of the crop is $20,000,000.00 or morel Then it dawned upon me thaA I was 
associated in an office T'/ith a nan who had fan surpassed the proverbiaA 
achievement of naloing tv/o bla.des of grass grow where one haxl grown before. 

G-rans^ has its vaAue, but for human food the tonaAo must be ranked a 
good bit aoove it. Discussing this piiase of the natter in the Country 
-' ^e^iiQna n^ Julia. M. Zinner wrote: "The progress in the field of nutri¬ 
tion na.s proclaimed the tomato to be the rightful ruler of the vegetable 
kingdom. Mother Nature ha.s endov/ed the tonaAo fan beyond other vegetables 
with power^ to giiard the heaAth of man, since the canned produ.ct reta.ins a.ll 
the. rich vitamin properties of curative and preventative value that the 
tomato freshly picked from the vine possesses. Tomatoes, fresh or canned, 
are a good source of vitamins A, B and C. Therefore, the colorful 'love 
appleshould be served on as many occasions as possible, rOvS it is 
adaptanle for every counse in a meal, with the possible exception of 

dwSoort, and even here a piquant tomato butter and crisp crackers are not 
amis s." 

A rightful ruler of the vegetable kingdom I Then Pred Pritchard was 
really a "makor^of kings," too, and a Napoleon in his own field. How ho 
v/ould n.y\ro chuckled at that I He had promised to give us a little sketch 
01 tne development of the Manglobe tomato, but—well, the other day while 
. official maAters with an associate, he remarked, "My anm is 

num And died. His heart had failed him. So Pred Pritchard died in 
one sane quiet manner in v/hich he had lived. 
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WILLIAM S, PORiTE 

Associate Horticixlturist, Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and Agricultural 
Engineering, Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md. Originator of the new 
Pan-America tomato. In this picture he is shown holding a branch of the wild 
Peruvian currant tomato. To the left are three Marglobe tomatoes. These to are 
the parents of the Pan-America tomatoes—to the right, (August 19^1/ 
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Press Service 


w'eshington^ D, C. 


RELEASE FOR PUBLI'JaTIOR 
OijCiii-iibER 30, 1933 (SATURDAY) 

SECHEPAHY T-ALLtlCiJ PRAISES PH. ;/. A. BAYLOR 

FOR SSHVIOE TO xJlEHlC.ii: AGHIGULTURE 


Pollot'dng a Presidential extension of his service 
for six months, Dr, IVilliam A. Taylor, Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industr*^ re- 
tires today after more than 4.? years in the U. 3. r<?3artment of Agriculture. A 
native of Kiohigan, he hegan his work for the Departeent in Fehrunry, I89I, as 
assistant pomologist, hefore the estahlislment of the Bureau of Plant Industry as 
such, and heoa.>ae head of the bureau 20 years ago. He'has served under ten Secre¬ 
taries, beginning in the admlniVitration of J. K. Husk. 

Secretary ^•^allace in a letter of appreciation to Dr. faylor R.ays that "few 
men in the field of science have gained — or deserved — greater world-wide respec 
The Secretary's letter follows: 

Dear Doctor Taylor; 

ti, I s^ele brief document an accour.t of 

e contributions you have made to American agric.ilture and American 
-ife auring the 4., years you Imve been with the Deoartment of'Aari- 

. cult-ore no one can do that, -he Department's largest soienmtc 
bureau 15 your record. -uocu.xi.c 

*ion 1 of the sincere aonrecla,- 

gained L d f• ^ew men in the field of science'have 

gained - or deserved - greater world-wide respect. Yo-a^ ovu close 
neighoors here in the Department, in addition to reoognis'ing the^ 

dred^ortho*'' personally in the highest esteem. Hun- ' 

reds of those who have served under you can speak of i^ou onl- in 
■ tenas Ox c'.f.fection oud respect. 


I -shall always he grateful to the President for extending your 
service beyond the usua.l retirement date in order tlip t you could give 
the benefit of your experience to Knowles Ryerson — one of-your'own 
men v;ho is to succeed you. Ana knowing how absorbed you are in 
every aspect of the'bureaii's v;ork, I am taking it for granted that 
Hr. Ryerson and I may always count on your wise counsel and assistance. 


Your retirement will not end yoijir usefulness to agric^olture, 

1 an sure. Dr. L. 0. ilov/ard and others lia.ve made notable contribu¬ 
tions to agrictiltural 3.iterature at their leisure, and if ^ou choose 
^ do this yirar expressions will be followed by all men of^sciencer 
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May the future urovide you v/ith a share of the happiness your 

labors have hrouf^ht to others. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) H. A. ’Wallace, 

Secretary. 

Dr. Tavlor has represented the Doveminent in many important capacities and 
is the author of a large number of scientific bulletins, and articles. In I3OO lie 
served as an expert in horticulture v;ith the United States Commission to the Paris. 
Exposition and was a. member of the International Jury on Emit lYees and Prait . 

In 1904 he vias a member of the International Jury of the Department of Horticulture 
at the St. Louis Exposition and in I9IS vias a meraber of the Agricultur/^1 Commission 

in Europe. 

D’j.ring the period covered by Dr. Taylor's service to the Department of Ag¬ 
riculture his bureau contributed new and better plants, improvements in uroauction, 
shipping and marketing methods, disease a,nd pest control, ana fundamental scientif¬ 
ic knowledge, much of v.hich is now woven into the general fabric of our agric-olture, 
industry, and science. A brief list of some of these_accomplishments includes: 

The organi^ation and prosecution of the campaign for the control of the^ 
destructive black stem rust of wheat and other cereals in the Upper mississippi 
Yallev and G-reat Lakes regions. As a. result of this the annual losses from this 
disease on wheat alone have been reduced from 57,000,000 bushels to S,000,000 
bushels in the territory where the v;ork is under v.^ay. 

The working out through sustained and carefully planned experimentation in 
the Great Plains of cultural cand crop rotation practices which have materially re¬ 
duced. the cereal production hazards and tend, to stabilize the agriculture of that 
great and fertile region. - __ 


The breeding and introd.uction of nuiaerous improved varieties of wheat, oats, 
rice, barlej’’, corn and graiin sorgh-ums and the development of practical methods of 
cont roll inf" diseases- that atta.ck them, , 

The pioneer work in tne development of commercial standa-rds for grain which 
provided the basis for the Federal grain inspection service of the Burea.u of ■ 
Agricultiiral Economics. 

The introduction and stabilization of purity of superior varieties of up¬ 
land cotton. One of ^hese, the Aca.la, is grown to the extent of several hundred 
thousand a..cres in-Oklahomf', Texas, Uev: Mexico, and Arizona. 

The establishment of American Egj^’ptian long staple cotton production in 
Arizona throu^hi ilie breeding a.nd introduction of the Pima variety. 

Demonstration of the need for and practicability of single variety'■coram'’jnity 
production of cotoon to insure uniformity of fiber and avoid mongrelizing through 
varietal'mixture in the field or at the gin. 





























Hef 5 UBcitation of the cane" 5 Ugpr indust^j' of tl'4 Crulf States thro^agh breed¬ 
ing pnd introduction of disease-resistant varieties of cane. 

Breeding- and propagation for early coininercia.1-scale dissemination of a 
curly too disease repistc?nt variety of si5grr he'et'and development of method of ac- 
; celerated proctuction of sugar beet seed. . . 

Discovery of causal organism and development, in cooperation vith State 
agencies, of practical methods of eradication of ti'^e citrus canker disease v/hich 
threatened destruction of tiie citrus incustry of California, Texas, and Florida. 

I 

I Determination of the effect of relative length of day and night on the 

I growth, blossoming, and fruiting of nlants, through vdiich methods,-of experimenta- 
I tion wuth plants have been profoundly modified. 

^ Development through research of improved practice in tobacco production 

, both PS to yields per acre and quality of product through effective fertilizing 
i practice and control of destructive diseases. 

Discovery of causes, and development of metiiods of control by application 
of spray or dust fungicides, of many fungus diseases of fruits and vegetables. 

Development through sustained research of improved practices in harvesting, 
transporting and storing and controlling storage diseases of fruits and vegetables, 
v/hich have profoundly influenced the transportation and storage industries as well 
as farm pra.ctice, especially v/ith reference to citrus fruits, apples, pears, 
i peaches, plums, grapes, and other perishables in transcontinental and export move- 
i ment. 

Introduction from abroad and establis>iment in commercial, production in the 
I United States of many varieties of important crops includirg dates, olives, avo- 
' cados, persimmons, grapes, soybeans, vhieat, oats, rice, barley, lespedeza, etc. 
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seed to oondltions°fieh^-W diaatic adaptation of alfalfa and red do 
a,ainstpo„..itti„, neeh" f Protectin/xt^e: 

provioxone of Federal Seed x.ot'are tesed. eta.inlng and other 

.of P--"i-l"h"odrrf";oL'ctLTor:^^^ devld, 

■ollster rust disSsrof“hitp^oiRervlioh methods of control of the 

nable stumpage In the Northern'and fam, VesS^statesf 
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TRIBUTE TO A HARDT SPECIMEN OE HOMO SAPIENS MICHIGANENSIS 


When one has served his country with distinction and ability, 

And modestly retires into a life of more tranquility, 

It's fitting that associates 6f intimate proximity 
Should offer him a tribute of appropriate sublimity. 

Although the T%"eels of government may roll on to infinity, 

We'll miss him long and often from his haunts in this vicinity. 
Accusomed as we long have been to seeing him diurnally. 

And feeling that he always has regarded us paternally. 

The hero of our story is a man of lofty qualities, 

A scientist, exectitive, not given to frivolities. 

It's readily apparent to an amateur psychologist 
That Ke's the very model of an erudite phytologist, 

SuccessfTilly performing all his duties multifarious, 

Presiding over projects that were numerous and various. 

He's done a work of magnitude in manner unspectacular. 

And all without indulging in an utterance oracular, ' 

As head of an establishment primarily botanical. 

He never has exhibited an attitude tyrannical; 

^ In serving as the manager of this so-called bureaucracy. 

He always has avoided the employment of autocracy. 

His knowledge is so ample that he need make no apology 
Eor anything he knoviis concerning plants or their ecology. 

He knows about all i^inds of plants, their habits and their media; 
Infhct upon such matters he's a live encyclopedia. 

Though learned in the sciences called phytobiological, 

He's celebrated chiefly for achievements pomological. 

Indeed it may be stated as a matter platitudinous. 

He ranks as high authority on peaches p\ilchritudinous. 

And he's so well acquainted \ith all forms of plant material. 

He can tell an Adam's apple from a Grimes or York Imperial, 

He also knows his onions and their nature odoriferous. 

And he knows just har to tell them from their neighbors umbelliferous. 

He's versed in every branch of hortioiture and agronomy, 

Especially considered in relation to gastronomy. 

He believes in plant improvement by sselection and hybridity, 

And in protecting*citrus fruits from damage by frigidity. 
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He s wise on plant diseases, and their pathogens and genesis 
And he can tell you how to keep them off the premises. * 

In short, we do not need to have the word of a phrenologist 
To see that he’s a model of an erudite phytologist. 

And now as he retires into a state of domesticity, 
we wish for him a status of unparalleled felicity! 

And yet we fear that, giving up a post of some authority. 

He 11 find at home he constitutes a very small minority. 

In closing, as we pu aside all persiflage and levity 
We wish him health and happiness, and plenty of longevity. 

We re hoping that he’ll flourish as the hardiest perennial 
And stick around to celebrate Ms hi- or tri-centennial J ** 


Note, These verses, to he sung to the tune of ’’The Major General” 
from Gilbert and Sullivans’ “Pirates of Penzance,” were written hy 
James M. Pickens, then Editor of the Bureau of Plant Industry and 
were used at an informal reception given to Dr. Tayor in his office 
at the Bureau on the occasion ofhis retirement from the Federal 
Service. 

In jesting about I^r. Taylor’s ability to distinguish an Adam’s 
apple from a York Imperial, Mr. Pickens probably did not know that 
in the early days of his service the York Imjgrial apple figured in 
a bit of hazing of Dr. Taylor by his colleagues. 

Some of the members of the scientific staff rigged up a little test 
to determine his knowledge of pomological matters, A series of not- 

too-easy questions was worked out and the various members of the 
staff maneuvered to meet Dr, Taylor alone here and there and put 
these questions to him. Later they compared notes. It had been im¬ 
possible to trip Dr. Taylor up on any of the questions, one of which 
related to the origin of the York Imperial apple. This will probably 
be i>r. Taylor s first knowledge of having passed successfully a 
seccnd “Civil Service” examination] 
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SeptemlDer 11, 1944 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

The United States of America represented the scope of your contributions 
during the many years of your activity in the Department of Agriculture. 

Now that you have no longer to answer the call of the alttarm clock each 
weeliday moming, it might also well serve as your permanent mailing address— 
a citizen of the U.S.A, 1 

Things have changed in '''Washington—*'for better or for worse;” for better, 
we hope. At least there are a lot more of us and the set-up becomes more 
and more complicated as the months and years pass by. What the cessation 
of the war will do to us, only the future can tell. At any rate those of 
us of the "Old Guard”—I think I may be included in that category, since 
I entered the Department in mid-l90S—who are still left here are pegging away 
trying to do our bit to "help win the war,” 

It being my asumption that you want to hepr something about "us,” may I 
frefresh your memory with a personal reference*. After leaving Dr, Erwin E. 
Smith's office on July 1 , 1924, I was \^th the National I^esearch Council 
for a year and a half; from January 1 , 1926 to July 1 , 1929, Associate 
•^ditor of Biological Abstracts at Philadelphia; then to mid-1935 in charge 
of its Washington office, and from that point on to the present date I've 
been on the staff of the Office of Experiment Stations—so much for statistics. 
At present I am handling almost all the abstracting for the Experiment Station 
Record that has to do with meteorolo^, botany, plant diseases, economic 
zoology, and economic entomology, Eor the last tww or more years I have 
written the mimeographed Quarterly Report on the War Activities of OES and 
the State and Territorial Experiment Stations--a pamphlet averaging 25 to 
30 pages. These have constituted the major portion of my work, along with 
a lot of miscei:^eous activities. I manage to keep busyl 

I*m still interested in life and vprk and in ray old associates—most of the 
latter are now at Beltsville or on the retired list--andjl have lots of plans 
for the future, ife Dr, L. H. Bailey remarked at the last annual dinner of 
the Botanical Society of W^^shngton: "^hat's what keeps us going." 

W'^e had a retirement in OES on July 31 l^-st* Miss Katherine Nau had been 
with the organization for 45 years and foi^any years had had charge of 
proof reading and make-up for all the publications of the Bureau—yes, we 
are now one of the six "research .bureaus" of the Agricultural Research 
Administration! Mrs, C, E, Johnston—chief clerk of the organization at 
the time Miss Nau entered the service in 1S99, now retired an<^iving 
in Hollywood—sent the following poem dedicated to the occasion and which 
we read at Miss Nau’s "coming out" party, I thought you might enjoy it, 
aS did all of us here. And here it is ! * 

TO KATHERINE APPOLONIA NAU 
OnnHer ^5‘tE. anniversary in OES. 

1 

Katherine by name, but we d no sooner seen her 
Than ^ite without reason we called her Katrina, 

A good scout she was, as we knew from the start 
And OES took her right home to its heart. * 

























And now we welcome her into our crew-- 
A non-lahor union v/ith nothing to do; 

It's an open shop, no dues to pay; 

No strikes, no pickets, no S-hour day; 

* No alarm clocks to shatter our night-time dreams. 

And time to go shop Ing for chocolate creams. 
Taking the air at our own sweet will, 

With all the time in the world to kill. 

Matinees i ^^adio * Life that s free 
In the great new world that is soon to he. 

She came when wondrous events were pending. 

Just as the Nineteenth Century was ending. 

The Gray Nineties going out v/ith a whirl— 

With cotton hose and the G-ihson Girl • 

We dumb Victorians never heard 
Of what seems now the commonest word— 

Such as whoopee, hokum, flapper and vamp. 

Vacuum cleaner, electric lamp. 

Screen star, movies, radio sets, 

Chain stores, blocs, and Drys and Wets, 

Distant now the prohibition age, ^ 

tith its speakeasies, hijackers, bootlegger s rage 
Votes for women were a comic theme; 

No income tax disturbed our dream. 

No permanent wave or bobby socks, 

No bobbed hair or electric clocks. 

No ladies smoking cigarettes. 

No crossword puzzles or usherettes; 

No ragtime, lipsick, or parcel post. 

No Boy Scouts, their good deeds to boast. 

No fireless cooker or ice cream cone, 

No washing machine or telephone; 

We went swimming in heavy clothes. 

There were no bathing beauties, no silkeii hose. 
What did those poor Victorians do 
To pass the time—I ask of you? 

Of a horseless carriage, tall tales were told. 

Such foolish talk i ^t left us cold; 

It sounded remote as the Planet Mars, 

As we rode content in our horse-drawn cars. 

We were swathed in clothes from head to feet; 

But the skirts we wore that swept the street 
Seemed to us then ultra stylish and neat. 

And whether our size was sixes or twos. 

We wore those atrocious high-buttoned shoes. 







In fashion’s field there was quite a rustle 
'fhen Mrs, Cleveland discarded her hustle. 

Gossip raged from every rafter, 

But the hustle was doomed forever after, 

Ohi the sights and the songs we have seen and sung 
Through life’s cavalcade since we were young i 

But with Peace in the offing, though seen afar. 

The Twentieth Century shines as a star* 

With strange new blessings it has teemed. 

And miracles greater than we had dreamed. 

But with all of the changes that Time has unrolled. 

The skies are still blue and the sunsets are gold, 

• ■ Rich in life are the years that roll by, 

With no limit on annual leave but the sky; 

So with spirits undaunted and hearts that are gay-- 
^ ’’Old Time is a liar i —i^re’re twenty today I” 

I like the last stanza, and especially the last two lines; let’s live them’ 

It has occurred to me that you might be interested in seeing regularly our 
currant semi-monthly publication of information (past and present) on the 
Department— *tJSDA» . I took the liberty of asking its editor—Mr, T. Swann 
Harding—-about it, and found that hitherto this sheet is sent only to 
present employees of the D^partnent but that steps are under way to make it 
available to others, I gave him your address, and he said that he had some 
material that he would send you at once and would let you know of future 
developments on PS DA, 

I thoroughly enjoyed hearing about you recently through Mr, C, A. Reed; to 
expression of pleasant memories of the past may I add heartiest b^st wishes 
for your future. 

Most sincerely yours, 

(Prederick V, Rand) 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

I want to add my word of congratulation to you, I have many pleasant 
recollections of my association with you throu^ the work of Mr, Pisher’s 
section, at times when my part in it came particularly to your attention, 

I think I remember best your review and criticism—from which I learned a lot- 
of "claim” letters which I wrote for your signature. We still have such 
letters tovrite but not as many as there were a few years ago, I don’t 
knovj the reason for the change. Possibly the shippers and railroads claim 
agents are better informed now. Please accept my best wishes for your 
continued good health, and many more years of pleasant living, 

(Dean H, Rose) 




















































Dear Doctor Taylor: 

^ pleasure of talking with you in person, I liave 

t-lLSn^^ uu-l helpful comroents by 

aephone at the time when I was preparing the manuscript for the first 

bulletin on the flowering cherries, fheae "Japanese" 
Cherries,as you may know, are now generelly called "Oriental" flowering 
cherries, for reasons of both fact and sentiment, 

I appreciate very much the opportunity of including my greetings with 
those of the fortunate prsons who knew you more intimately. 

Sincerely yours, 


































I OPPICIAL RUCOfi^ USDA 

I CURTIS AIDS NUT-TREE PROJECT j 

Vice President Curtis on October 5 ! 

headed a party of about 50 people, in- 
f eluding 18 Boy Scouts from Takoma 
Park, Md., and Alexandria, Va., Scout 
troop leaders, several officials of the de¬ 
partment, and representatives of the 
American Forestry Association, on a trip 
to Mount Vernon, George Washington’s 
estate, to inaugurate the year’s harvest 
of black walnuts as a part of the annual 
program of what is known as the na¬ 
tional nut-tree planting project, in the 
sponsorship of which the department has 
. had a prominent part. 

^ , At Mount Vernon, after sounding of 
bugle call by Scout Phil Turner, of Ta¬ 
koma, whose father, R. A. Turner, is in 
the Extension Service, and recital of 
Joyce Kilmer’s famous poem. On a Tree, 
by Bllidge Allanson, son of H. B. Allan- 
son, assistant chief of the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, talks werel made by the 
; Vice ^President; Dr. A. F. Woods, direc- 
! tor of scientific work; and' Dr. W. A. 
Taylor, chief of the Bureau of Plant In- - 
d#stry. 

Vice President Curtis strongly indorsed 
the project, saying that he hoped the 
goal of 2,000 bushels of seed walnuts dis¬ 
tributed from historic grounds would be 
reached J:his year. He urged Boy Scouts 
to have as their motto “ Friendship for 
aU who need help, but our own country 
first.” Director Woods said that the 
department was glad to cooperate with 
, the^ others who share in managing the 
J^project and asked department people 
% everywhere to give all possible aid in 
promoting its objects. Doctor Taylor 
briefly reviewed the history of the proj¬ 
ect, stating that it was a step toward 
encouraging the planting and preserving 
of trees, in contrast with the cutting and 
destroying of trees in Washington’s time. 

This project, which is now of world¬ 
wide character—as walnuts from Mount 
Vernon, furnished by the project, were 
sent by the Department of State last year 
to 40 foreign countries for, planting on 
American embassy and legation grounds— 
j, was developed in the Bureau of Plant 
I Industry. It is controlled by a council t 
of four members, three of whom are now ! 
or have been in the department. The ' 
chairman is C. A. Reed, nut culturist in 
the division of horticultural crops and 
diseases, Bureau of Plant Industry; the 
treasurer, G. H. Collingwood, forester of 
the American Forestry Association, was 
former^ extension forester of the de¬ 
partment ; and a third member, O. H. 
Benson, now director ^f rural scouting, 
national Boy Scout headquarters, ,J^ew 
York City, was^ formerly in charge of 
4-H,club work for the department in the 
North and 'Weat. j 
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“Oira) AVINDS.” — ‘Jbe famous avenue of G-inko trees that lined 13th Street 
leading to the old red hrick building of the IT, S, Department of 
Agriculture in Washington, ac. These were transplanted to 
other parts of the grounds when the new building was 
erected. The t ransplanting in general was very 
successful. 
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Enlargement of central portion of group picture of Plant Industry Employees 
at Washington, D.C., taken October 30 , 1922 . 
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1906* Secretary Vileoa and some menibers of his staff photographed on the 
steps of the Bepartioent Boildlng* 

Bottom rows Balph Graves, Forest Service; Milton Hfhitaey, Soils; 

W o M, Hayes, Asst* Secretary; Secretary Wilson; Willis Moore, Wather 
Bnrean; and J* A* Arnold, Publications* 

Second rows W. P. Jones, Solicitor; L. 0* Howard, Entomology; H* W* 

Henshaw, Biological Survey; A* C* (hTie, Experiment Stations; A* B, Melvin, 
Animal industry; B, T* Galloway, Plant Industry* 

Third rows C. C. Clark, Chief Clerk of Depa rtmeat; Oakl Alhherg, Chemistry 
Logan Waller Page, Puhhic '“^oads; A* Zappone, Accounts; Victor Olmstea d^ 
Statistics; 0* B. Lower, Supply Dlvision 
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Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Warmest greetings to you and your family. It was a real pleasu e to me to 
see recent photographs of you and your family. I shall never forger the 
thsrjmughhyss and painstaking care you used in reviewing my manuscripts 
while you were carrying the heavy administrative burden of Chief of the 
Bureau. I always found your criticisms and suggestions very helpful and 
constructive. 

Sincerely yours, 


(William S, Porte) 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

Remember me? Mr. Reed just gave me an opportunity to see the recent picture 
of your fanily, and after seeing it, I want to add my “Hello I” to those 
that are being sent along to you. 

Sincerely, 

(Etta D, Rieser) 


Dear Dr, Taylors 

It was indeed nice to hear about you from Mr, Reed 
and to realize, through your picture, that you are still hale and 
hearty.. I still reaea^er how astonished I was when I told you that 
in applying for a patent on zinc-lime a man nemed Vannah had declared 
interference, I told you I did not know who he was, but you not only 
told me who he was but gave me Tudiat amounted to his life history* Hot 
only was I astonished at the time but I still am. That wonderful 
memory of yours I 

Dr, Waite would, I know, join me in this greeting 
but he is in Illinois helping to settle the estate of his recently 
deceased favorite sister* He is about as active as ever despite a 
recent tussle with the disease known as ^shingles'** 

I hope you will accept this greeting as coming not 
only from a member of the staiff of your old bureau but from one who 
holds you in hi^ regard as a personal friend* 

A 

Sincerely yours. 


fz/ John W, Roberts 




























A group of 2’ruit Disease Inveatigc tions 
employees, in 1911 

1 , A. C. Hall, head clerk; 2, Leonard Walson; 3, ClamH. ^sse, well kn^ ^ 
as the discoverer of the bacterium causing citrus canker); 4, Mrs, ^arg&ret 
Marchmont (nee Hayden), who even in those days demonstrated bobded hair and 
men-tailored costumes 1 : 5, I^^lph Jones; 6, Angie M Beckwith; J S. 
McMurran; g, Slizabeth Hurdle, who a year later, in 1912, marriea M. B. aite, 
9 F, V. Rand; lO, John W* Roberts; 11, Lon Hawkins; 12, J, Marion bh^l, 

13 Leslie Pierce; l4, L. H. Evans; 15, Errett Wallace; l6, W. M, Scott; 

17 ' C. L. Shear; 13, M. B. Waite. 
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Dear Dr. Taylor: 

It is a pleasure to join your other admirers with this reminder. I 
douht whether you will remember me at all since I had very few direct 
conferences with you prior to, or during my 17 years as sugarcane .. 
pathologist under Dr. Brandes. 

Since June 19 ^ 0 , I had had the privilege of again assisting the Depart¬ 
ment's rubber project which finally at that late date was greatly en¬ 
larged andplaced under Dr. Brandes‘ direction. It is an extensive 
cooperative program with some 12 tropical American countries whose 
governments also have realized the need for an economical and dependable 
supply of natural rubber for both local and export use. 

Thus -far those countries have invested more than two millions, contrasted 
with about $ 300,000 annually by this Department. Substantial progress 
has been made in developing blight-resistant clones and solving other 
problems. Small-famn planting, which can readily compete in a world market 
is actively progressing in a majority of the countries. In other words, 
we are now proceeding toward the precise objectives urged some 21 years 
ago. Now at last our dreams are materializing. 

It is a pleasure to not^rom the photographs how lightly the Jeeting years 
have touched you and I wish you many more of good health and happiness. 


Sincerely yours. 


(R, D, Rands) 



Dear Dr. Taylor: 

It fh indeed a great pleasure for me to offer my best v/ishes to you on 
your Slst birthday. Not all men are permitted to live and enjoy the 
fruits of a long and useful life in the service of science and humanity, 
hus, you are truly to be congratulated. As "life holds no pleasure 
greater than tha'jjraf friendship," I recall with much satisfactionVoiir many 
friendly and helpful suggestions in the preparation of numerous manuscripts 
on oats. 

I am rated as somewhat of an "old timer" in the Bureau, as I received my 
first temporary appointment as long ago as April 15, 1911. 


Sincerely, 


(T. Ray Stanton) 














Dear Dr. Taylori 

I have just seen the family group of pictures, and it revives many 
pleasant memories of my years of service with you, and recalls quite 
vividly to my mind your tolerance in overlooking some of my es¬ 
pecially '*Tmil-headed" actions. 

Really, you do not look a day older than I do; and it is hard to 
believe that Billy is the same youngster that fell down the steps 
at Cheyenne—it seems scarcely six months ago i I wonder if Marie 
still produces those wonderful chocolate cakes i 

I’ve been with Forest Pathology since 19^1; blame Lee Hutchins for 
that. However, since I cut my baby teeth on white and Norway pine 
in Minnesota, the work here is almost within my orbit. 

I’ll tell Friend Wife that I saw the picture and pronounced it good 
I include her greetings and best wishes with mine for years of con¬ 
tinued happiness for you and yours. 


(W. D, Roney) 


Lanham, Maryland 
October 19, 19^4 


Dear Doctor Taylor: 

I v/as delighted to receive word of your continued good 
health from C. A. Reed on his return from a visit to you this 
past summer. Apparently you are enjoying your retirement. The 
recent picture of Mrs. Taylor, Billy and yourself expresses 
more than xvords your well being, 

I have to report that I now have five grandchildren. 

They are all doing very well. Soon I too will be enji>ying a 
retired status for on February 28, 1945 ^ make my adieus to 
the department. 

Many times since your leaving I have thought of you. It 
is with much pleasure that I look back to the days when you were 
with us here in the Department. I wish to express to you my 
very best wishes for your continued good health and happiness 
in the years to come. 


Sincerely, 


(C. S. Scofield) 






























AIMIHISTRATI71! BUILDING 

View of the Administrative Building at the Plant Industry Station, Belts- 
ville, Md, 19^« 0?he North Wing may be seen at right; South Wing is at 
left (not shown in picture). 
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Division of Hematology 
SeptKii'ber 4, 1944 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 


All of the staff members of the Division of Hematology send you greetings 
and sincerest good wishes. Several of the older employees who remember 
you well are still here, and a few new ones have been added. We now 
operate four field stations—Tipton? G-a,; Babylon, N. Y., Salt Lake City, 

Utah; and Su^er, W ash. 

At the present time we are in the midst of constructing a nematorium here 
at Beltsville—a li acre plot to be used fo^basic field experimental work 
which includes tiled subdivisions, a tool house, provisions for steam 
sterilization of outside plats, a fumigation chamber and overhead watering. 

Various new and serious nematode pests have come into the fore^ound besides 
ou^old root-knot menatode. You will be interested to know that an extensive 
survey was made this summer for the golden nematode of potatoes, in cooper¬ 
ation with the Bureatuof ^tomology and Plant ' Quarantine, which covered the 
potato growing regions from Maine to Minnesota, Tie survey fortunately dis¬ 
closed no infestation by1Ms particularly serious pest, in this country, 
other than the initial spot on Long Island, discovered in 194l. The survey 
did prove, however, the widespread occurrence of the root-knot nematode on 
potato plantings throughout the northern states, including Minnesota, ‘ is- 
consin, Michigan, Hew York, Vermont, Hew Hampshire, Maine and states ad¬ 
joining them on the south. Thus recognition of the importance of nematodes 
is also slowly invading the field of plant nematology. 

Most sincerely yours, 

G, Steiner, Jesse R. Christie, 

Martha Wooton, John H, Machmer, 

Florence Albini, Civella A. Chambliss, 
Edna M. Buhrer 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

There have been numerous changes since you were our leader. The old 
division of Soil Bacteriology is new only a section in the -division of Soil 
and Fertilizer Investigations. We have only three professional employees, 
two of us (L, T. Leonard and myself) having stuck on the job, 

Althou^ I have not seen you or Mrs. Taylor in some years, we have from 
time to time heard of you and sometines even seen photographs taken of 
one or both of you, A recent one by Clarence A, Reed proves to us that 
you and the family are in excellent physical condition, and that the 
younger generation has outstripped the older in height at least i 

.^Best personal regards to you and Mrs, Taylor, 


Very tidy yours, 


(Hathan R, Smifeh) 
































Chevy Chase, Md., September 1, 1944 


Dear Dr. Taylor; 

It was a pleasure to hear through Mr. C, A. Reed that you are in good health 
and spirits, fully enjoying these years of retirement from the active\|.ife 
which was yours in the Bureau. I too retired in January after completing 
the inauguration of some new permanent plot e^qperiments in soil management, 
involving many farm practices and crop rotations, in all about I 5 O l/^acre 
plots on the Plant Industry Station at Beltsville, Md, and the constructing 
and inauguration of 100 cement walled soil frames for the study of plant 
nutrition and fertilizer problems under cuitrolled soil conditions. I am 
still helping in this work by weekly visits to the farm and laboratory as 
Collaborator. 

On the home front I am also giving considerable time by helping the local 
rationing board in a ssociation with Mr, A, McClure Ashley,- formerly with 
the Department and known to you, and with Mr, Thomas Robertson, former 
Commissioner of Patents, now also retired, I am thoroughly enjoying my 
retirement from active service and manage to keep about as busy as usual 
v/ith the above duties and my garden and house work, 

I hope that we may have th^leasureof seeing you again in Washington in 
the not distant future, and have the opportunity to show you the new set-up 
here at Beltsville. My most pleasant memories concern the time of our 
close association in developing the soil fertility research activities in 
the Bureau and I look back with pleasure to this intimate association 
with you. 

May I wish you many more happy years of life with your family. 

Sincerely, 

(Oswald Schreiner) 


Dear Dp. Taylor: 

I vfish to add my tribute to the others being written, 

I am sorry that I did net have the pleasure of seeing you at Columbus. 

It is good to hear that you are well and happy, and enjoying your well 
earned retirement, I am still plugging along with the fungi as Collab¬ 
orator, and spending the winters in Florida, Why don't you come down 
sometime? 

I have many pleasant recollections of working with you, and of your kind 
and sympathetic support and advice in connection \d.th our pathological 
and mycological work. Ashing you and yours long life, and happiness, 
and hoping to see you again sometime, I am, most codiially yours, 

(C, L, Shear) • 














Dr. A. a. Johnson e^camines a com stalk In search of possihle soah fungus. 





















Secretary of Agriculture Henry Agard Wallace, himself a corn breeder, with 
an exhibit of Indian com prepared by the Bureau of Plant Industry for the 
Century of Progress Exposition* 

The ears on the panel represent kinds grown by various tribes of American 
Indians* In contrast to these uneven, many colored ears is the improved ear 
that the Secretary holds. This ear is the result of many years of careful, 
painstaking work by corn breeders in the Bureau. 










































Dear Dp. Taylor: September 23, 19^4 

Mr. ^eed has told me of his nrecent visit with you and I am very glad to hear 
of your good health and that you are enjoying life, ¥e, the older members 
of the staff, look back on the years of your administration of the Bureau with 
a good bit of pleasure. 

Time has developed many ghanges. We, as you know, are out at Beltsville, 
which is quite different frqm the surroundings in the Department Building at 
liitashington. There are some inconveniences but on the v/hole there are many 
advantages of being in the country. I trust you may gisit us here and when you 
do, drop in to see me. I want to express appreciation of the privilege of 
having worked under your guidance. With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


(Joshua J, Skinner) 


Dear Dr, Taylor; 

Grreetings and good wishes i 

Here at Chevy Chase I am still playing about in my ga.rden, producing new 
varieties of Iris and DaylS^lies and getting a lot of fun out of it-— 
painting them too on occasion aS I us^d to do. 

And I’m not forgetting that it was you who looked through my drawings 
and sent me on to Dr. Galloway who in turn sent me up to Dr, Waite and 
thereby began for me many years of service filled with satisfying ex¬ 
periences. 

I would not have asked for a finer lot of people to work with, and for , 
associates, than those I fopnd in the Bueeau of Plant Industry. 

Kindest regards tcPyou and yours and best of good wishes for the future. 

Most sincerely yours. 


(j, Marion Shull) 



Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Greetings to you and the family i ^ 

I am particularly heL of you, 

active, 

which will now not oe so long. 


Sincerely, 































Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Well, some of us are still attempting to do business 
with the fungi, but they have changed "stands'* on us. Beltsville 
is all right, once we get out here, although we miss our library 
and Smithsonian contacts. The herbarium is on the ground floor of 
north building. For the first time in many years the herbarium 
proper is assembled in large part in one large room, 80 feet long 
with two wings kO feet across. The flowering plant herbarium oc¬ 
cupies similar areas on the two floors above, as that it is rela¬ 
tively easy to get at Blake and his associates for host determina¬ 
tions. Forest Pathology adjoins us in part. We have about finished 
curating the collections of Hedgpock; and others of the early col¬ 
lectors of that Division making a large distinct unit of the Bureau 
collections. The -^erican Tropics are pouring in an increasing 
array of fungi so we have no difficulties in keeping out of mischief. 

I am very glad to have had this opportunity to send a word of greeting 
and hope you can visit us sometime. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ John A. 


Stevenson 




Takoma Park, D. C. Sept. 12, 1944 


Dear Dr, Taylor: 

Although we are not correspondents, I do hea r from you more frequently 
than you are av/are. Every time I meet Porter one of my first inquiries 
is "How is your father?” And, of course, every time G. A. Reed visits 
you I get first-hand information concerning your health and activities. 

You will be interested to learn that Mrs. Stuart was bom on the same 
day month and year as yourself, a fact that I had not known until a 
few^momemnts ago when I looked up your sketch in "%o‘s Who in the 
Nation’s Capital.” 

My first acqaintance with you was at the AAAS meet'ing held at Washington 
in 19 D 2 , Your courteous treatment of me when serving as Assistant hief 
and later as Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry, will never be for¬ 
gotten. 

(iith sincere good wishes, 


(Wm. Stuart) 
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Top, general view of offices and la'bomtories. Center Administrative 
Building, with north wing (right) and-^outh wing (left). The north 
wing was the only office and laboratory building at the station for 
some years. To the extreme right of the phSitograph is seen a portion 
of the Horth Building; and to the extreme left a portion of the South 
^ Building, To the left and Just back of the south wing may be seen a 
portion of the Soils Building, The West Building, very much like the 
' north wing in appearance, is directly back of the south wing. 

1 Bottom, a close-up view of the Administrative Building. 



























































UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 


CITRUS EXPERIMENT STATION 

DIVISION OF ORCHARD MANAGEMENT OctobeT* ^7 , 

RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 


Dr. A. Ta^'lor 
Coll. 1 i^bu s , Oh i o 

Dear Dr, Taylor; 


Y"our influence upon the horticulture of Calif ornia. and other fruit 
rrou^iny districts vjhlle you uere Pomoloyist and later the Chief 
of the Bureau of Plant Industr 3 r, was an important and beneficial 
one. In California, your contribution to the improvement of the 
horticultural indListry of that state was made possible by (1) your 
selection and the encouragement of the men to carry on research on 
m.an^r problems, and (2) to natural sympathy and understanding 

witi?. fruit growers in their efforts to discover the causes of their 
troubles and to find practical remedies for their faulty practices. 

In tiiis connection, I need only to mention your association v/ith tbe 
widel^r knov/n contribution of ^^-our colleague, the late Dr. 'C . Harold 
Powell, to the California Citrus industry. 

In this brief, nersonal tribute to you I would like to emphasize 
mir ov.r, feelings toward ^rou. Ph m.ind v/as always at rest under ^rour 
administration through an innate sense of dependence upon your 
kindl^^ sympathy, ^rour- intelligent considi.eration of my problemiS and 
your helpfuJ- suggestions from, timie to tim.e. It was onlT?- under such 
circumstances that I could have carried out successfully" our studies 
on bud selection, air-conditioning in lemon storage rooms. Citrus 
tree nruninm and girdlin^ practices, and other horticultural problem.s 

i'hen, as now, I thank Cod that mg" life work v.-as largely carried on 
under ^rour administration. I v;ant ^rou to know how deeply I have 
anereciated ^rour kindl~r personal interest and- n'our generous helpful¬ 
ness during the most important period of miy life. Your kindly 
attitude toward your colleagues was an inherent one which was soon 
recognized and. well-knov/n to all with, whom you were associated. 

Your honest, clear, logical and constructive mind v/as of fundamental 
aid to all of us fortunate enough to come vrithin ^rour benificent 
influence* Upon this solid foundation for the Bureau of Plant 
Industry the v/ork of the Bureau, during your connection with it, 
accomplished, the mnst important and valuable research results in 
histor^r of agriculture, in my opinion. 


L'a'y I c ongra.tulate iTou. on your character, your life work and on 
the love and appreciation given you b^r all your associates. 



Yevj truly yours. 


A. D. Shame 1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


October 25, 1944 


Dr. W. A. Taylor 
Colujn'bus, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Taylor: 

Clarence Reed reports that he saw you recently In Oolmhue 
and that you were feeling fine. This is just a note Jo let you 
know we miss you around here. Old timers are scarce these days in 
the Department of Agriculture end it is an event to meet one in t e 

hallo. 

We all had a feeling when you were here that you 
the test in Organisation and Administration and rarely concerned yo^- 
self with wha^ is the strategy of the situation. There was 
stable and sure about life, and politics was not a dominating 
We hope the best of the old days may come bach again, I suppose ^ 
is the trouble with us old men. We look back to what was instead of 

forward to the new day. 


In looking back to what was. you will always stand out as one 
of the capable, straightforward men of integrity. 
sound, whose word was good, and who had the respect of Ms 
And that is about the most satisfying thing that I know 
be said of a man when life's battle is over -and days of retirement come, 

I hope to see you some day in Michigan and talk over old days. 
Till then, best wishes and highest regards. 


Sincerely, 



C. B. Smith 
Collaborator 
















September 19, 19^^ 


Dear Mr, Taylor: 

The grapevine brings the news that many of^your old friends are dropping 
letters into a kind of coimnunity post bag, which is going to be sent for 
your opening one day soon. 

Since I‘m one of the "oldest^" not in point of age but in span of acquain¬ 
tance, I certainly appreciate being allowed to send a word too, For I 
think our acquaintance began when I was in long dresses, not the modem 
swingskirts but the kind of long dresses that babies no longer wear. My 
memory is not very clear on the exact date, but it was when father was 
pomologist for the U.S.D.A, You came to be his assistant, didn’t you— 
you ahd ’’Uncle” Newt Irwin. Anyway you two and Mr, Galloway are the three 
I seem to place earliest, 

I shall never forget yours and Mrs, Taylor’s kfndness then and for many 
years after. 

It’s been fun to see Porter and work with him occasionally, through there’s 
never been time to stop and exchange reminiscences. 

Recently I was in Ithaca, N. Y, and had a delightful visit with the Baileys- 
Dr, Liberty Hyde and Ethel, his daughter who has aided her father in his 
literary and botanical work ever since her graduation from college, ^^e 
were classmates at Smith and have been good friends ever since, Une of the 
chief memories I brought hois^e from this visit was of Up, Bailey, sitting 
at his t able in his herbarium in the evening, with sheets of rubus spread 
out about him and the electric li^t shining down on his head. Pretty 
good for an 86 year old. 

And I hope you’re very well yourself and finding much to interer:st you 
and to enjoy these days. 

The grapevine also says you’d be interested in having pictures of some 
of us old friends. So I’m enclosing one taken at the microphone a year 
or two ago during a braddcast on the Farm and Home Hour when it was a daily 
program. I think I’m the ’’oldest survivor” in that program, I’ve been on 
it continuously since 1932 . And we are sorry that we can give you news of 
the U,S,D,A., through that medium only once a week now - Saturday, But 
time marches on and changes are bound to come. 

If you and Father could review together what has happened in pomology 
since you both started the work, think what a sbbry that would be. 

Good wishes to you and **Long May You Wave i” 

Sincerely yours. 


(Ruth Van Deman) 












UNITED STATES DEPAETMT OF AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Research Administration 
Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and 
Agricultural Engineering 

Beltsville, Maryland 

geology and Disease Survey August I 4 ., 19-144- 


Dr. William A, Taylor 
30 Berkeley Place 
Columbus, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Taylors 

It was a great pleasure to have some news of you through Mr. Reed. 

Some of us viho have known you and Mrs. Taylor through the years were 
more happy than you know to see the pictures which Mr. Reed showed 
us and when we saw yours, it made us feel that it could not possibly 
have been ten years since you left our Bureau. 

You mSiy have forgotten me. I vms chief clerk of the Plant Disease 
Survey during Doctor Lyman*s day and since the union of Jfycological 
Collections and the Survey, I have held the same position. 

I can assure you that we have thought of you many times and remember 
you and Mrs. Taylor with a great deal of pleasure. I recall many 
details of your administration of our Bureau interests which made me 
regard you hi^ly, - no other characteristic more impressed me than 
your integrity. How our Federal Government needs men like you todayl 

It would be a pleasure for all of us who were under your wing to have 
you visit our nice new Station at Beltsville. I have probably enjoyed 
being out here more than the average Plant Industry worker for I love 
nature and have come out on the 6t^0 bus many mornings during spring 
and summer in order to have a round with the birds of which there are 
many, among the rare ones are the blue grosbeak, the evening grosbeak, 
the bobolink, many warblers and the homed larks nesting and raising 
their young right outside our door. They call me the "bird girl" out 
here. Incidentally, I have improvised a little feeding station out my 
window and the song and chipping sparrows are fed each morning with 
no charge to my annual leave , % trek daily on the Trailways or Grey» 
hound has not hurt me a bit. The good folks of my Division are most 
thoughtful to give me a ride home when there is a vacancy in the car 
pool. I find it a lot nicer to be an "Orphan Annie” for then I know 
how nice it is to enjoy such favors. 

With my wartn regards for both you and Mrs. Taylor and also for that 
fine son, I am. 

Very sincerely. 



/s/Mary G. Van Meter 























UNITro STATES DEPARTMENT OP AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Research Administration 
Bureau of Plant Industry 


Division of 

Mycology and Disease Survey 


Bureau of Plant Industry Station 
Beltsville, Maryland 
August 4, 19^14 


Dear Doctor laylors 


was asking me about your present loas+io„^. ^ y your former eo-workers 
fortunately able to sire ^ 

from Mr. Eeed Just two days before ThT*- ^ heard about you 

Who is eajoving his ol oerlofor* was iCr. David Lumsden. 

associati4“w?fh DooW 0eek on the “ 

Maryland. “ ^^airohild estate in Chevy Chase, 


Si:" s 1 - 

;;:s.r£s.‘s‘c‘.s-” 

the development of this stock. Jher^re'a^umbe^'of'^® Junior partner in 
Tdiich in general appear to be 4 ^'““Der of very fine varieties, 

floriferoLness. hardLss etr'^Tlr^^ °”f “®*- ’ 

Kaempferi types of azaleas! Dr! ^rritt*hI^ao^?f yries of Kurume and 

local interest to them and In ® 

stock of several hundred cuttL!^s^oe^ t° * f °’’^Sinal plants we have a 

Ticinity may soon be ^ominenro^^t^ azaufin*’*"’ ^ 

as Charleston, S. C,, Mobile Ala tbc t i company with such places 

., ODiie, Ala., the Arnold Arboretum, and others. 


SS**: *• i.... 

whelmed by its immensity and cLplexitv^ thene*^ 

^th great pleasure thoL unharriLiiavs in tL W® t Sf”’’*'' "* '■®®®^^ 

Farm. Virginia, when somehow we seemed^L ■Arlington 

due to the relatively untr^ub'd ge^:rarst:tnf\ta"?l'"- “ -®® 

because the agricultural research Afield was times, or perhaps 

seems that there is alwavs sowenn.* 1 crowded* Now it 

sometimes his neck. In the last analysis that toes, or 

an editor or some kind of public!^ mL* ^ P®^son always proves to be 


3gn“?iet^:tr^\?eri::^^ and the 

We are glad to know that you are enlovinv Itf^ 4 . ^ !* Bureau, yourself. 

„d.. „„ „„ 


Sincerely yours. 




/s/ Freeman Weiss 


I- Sv'^v ‘ I' • . ■' • 













































[ 


































































\ 


I 























u 

























'■i 


k 
















































1 

1 




















■mnPiii.'j.'iifiij 


















My dear Dr, Taylor: 

% 

May I add my felicitations to those of 
many friends in the United States Department of 
Agriculture? 

•'^hat satisfaction you must enjoy when 
looking h^ck in retrospection to the grand 
accomplishments in your chosen field of research 
I hope many pleasures may he added to the 
full years that have made an active life a n 
invaluable one to science. 

Very sincerely^ 

(Flora Wilson)* 


^Daughter of former Secretary of Agriculture 
James Wilson. 
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Dear Dr, Taylors 


You will be interested to know that St* Medard cherry 
have a nice crop at the Station this year. 


With all the changes a few years have brought about 
many other things, remind me of your interest in the nursery work 
at Arlington Farm and Bell and the high esteem all of us continue 
to hold for you* 


/s/ Guy E, Yerkes 






























> Tvear Doctor Taylor: 

j; You will not know me, "but it may Tdb a satisfaction to "be 
reminded in this way that more people than are numbered 
in your acquaintances have a respect for you that comes 
close to being personal. 

Helping to carry on the Bureau's work in publications and 
other information aids, I have many occasions to profit 
from your work. Meeting often other workers of the Bureau, 
I have many occasions to share their warm reminiscences of 
• your days as Bureau Chief. So it is indeed a pleasure for 
me to have this opportunity to approach you somewhat as a 
personal friend. It would be a much greater pleasure to 
meet you, and your family also. You all have my good 
wishes, my very best good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 


(Howard Zahniser) 

Acting in Charge, Division of 
Information. 



Dear Dr, Taylor: 

I recently saw the photograph of yourself and family 
at Columbus, and was gratified to see how well you 
all looked. 

The picture of you reminded me of old times in the 
Bureau, and the fact that it was taken by Mr, Heed 
in Columbus also reminded me of my early childhood 
there, I lived on West Ninth Avenue, and often 
sneaked under the fence and “sampled" apples from 
the University orchard when it bordered on Eleventh 
Avenue, 

With very best regards, I am 

Yours truly, 




(H, C. Wright) 






















TfHEN SfSilNG comes to nmerioa 
The farmers of 48 United States 
Got up from their breakfasts 
And plant a hundred million acres 
of Indian com. 

Cut of the south into Texas 
The oom-planting time moves into 
February, 

Drifts northward thirteen miles a day, 
Sweeps northw rd across a nation. 

Gomes to March, to April, to May, 

Gomes to 48 sovereign and united states. 

And in every State of the Union 
The farmers get up and plant their 
Indian com. 

(Only man grows corn.) 

In Iowa where the tall corn grows. 

In Ohio and Illinois, 

In Indiana, Kansas, and Nebraska, 

In Minnesota and Dakotas, 

In Georgia, where more acres grow corn 
than grow cotton. 

In Maine and Califomia, 

In Michigan, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Louisiana— 

In every State of the Union— 

The farmers of America plant corn. 

(Only men and their women grow corn.] 


Corn for their sons, their daughters, their 
children's children. 

Corn fcr their countrymen. 

For England, for Hussia, for China, 

Corn for all the peace-loving nations. 

Roasting ears, com-on-the-cob, succotash. 
Canned corn, dried corn. 

Corn meal mush, 

Johnny cake. 

Corn flakes. 

Corn syrup. 

Seed corn on a hundred million acres 
Plantfjd with o are and with pride 
To rise into the rank ®d file 
Of the greatest crop that man has yet 
mobilized 

Seed corn rising to feed 

The cows, the pigs, the poul'-ry. 

The livestock of 48 States. 

Seed corn rising to feed 

Men and women and boys and girls. 


G:yzzz I 




Picture every man, woman, and child 
In the United States of Amerlo a 
Vy'ith twice a dozen bushels of com. 


Make it into succotash, corn meal, 
corn flakes, and syrup. 

Or feed it to the cows, the hogs, 
the chickens. 

Feed ninety percent of America’s corn 

(And we do. V\e usually do.) 

Feed ninety percent of America's com 

To the cows, the hogs, the turkeys, 
the chickens — 

And taste the beef. 

The pork. 

The milk, the cream, the cheese, the eggs. 

And smell the bacon in a thousand kitchens 

And who grows the corn? 

Only men and t hai r woman grow corn from 
the earth. 


So call them in rhyme again. 

It's com-planting time again. 

And AB 
With CD 

'.'/ill cross and sublime again. 

And the double-crossed grain that their 
harvest wl11 yield 
Is a new kind of seed for tie com 
farmer's field. 

Thus science discloses 
Controlled heterosis. 

And hybrid vigor 
Makes corn yields bigger. 

And Indian com is hybrid com. 

And the farmers of America 
In the year of our Lord Nineteen Hundred 
and Thirty-three 
Rise up from their breakfasts 
And plant 100 thousand acres of,hybrid com. 


Columbus discovered America in 1492. 

Columbus discovered CORN. 

Cortez marched on the Aztecs, 

And he ate corn. 

Pizarro pillaged Peru, 

In 1532, 

And thelnoas were harvesting com. 

But no man knew 

'//here the wild corn grew. 

And no man knows 
.'ihere wild corn grows. 

(Only man grows corn from the earth.) 

The scientists of America study corn— 

Yet they don't know 

'/ihere the wild plants ..-row — 

The sciaitists of America study com. 

And dreaming, and scheming. 

And plotting and planning, 

With tall talk 

Of chromosomes, genes, and megaspores. 

The plant breeders of America 
Do a new thing under the sun 
’..ith their old friend Lea irays. 

And Indian com is hybrid cornJ 

3ing the praises of hybrid maize. 

■'ding the praises of man. 

?*en with their scheming have managed to 
raise 

More bountiful corn than Nature can. 


And when harvest time comes 
They like it. 

And ten years later 

Theyrise up from their breakfasts 

;jid plant fifty MILLION acres. 

Sing the praises of hybrid corn 
To the tune of 20 percent. 

Hybrid viror in 4ea ir.a.YS . 

Boosts the yield by 20 percent. 

Yes, GIR: 

The com grower.a of America 

Got f>ix Hundred and Fifty Ml '■ 1 ion bushels more 

For their time and their trouble 

Than they could have 

. i'.hout the magic of hybrid com. 

Bing the praises of hybrid corn 
To th>^- tune of 20 percent. 

Hybrid vifor in Indian com 

Boosts the yield by 20 percent. 

Feed it to the hors of America. 

Feed 65c million bushels of Indian corn 
(And we feed them more than that. ..e certainly do.) 
Feed 650 million bushel.'' of Indian com 
To the greedy, grunting, scueallnr, pork-growinr 
pigs of America, 

.And how much pork do you ret? 

BRCHI-IR, you ret pork enoui-h 
To give th'ee pounds 

To every man, wr.an, and ohll-i on the face of the 
earth. 


Seed com rising to feed them 

■//ith as good food as the good earth knows. 

(Only men and their women plait corn 
in the earth.) 

Say "com” to the Cnglish, and they think 
about wheat. 

Say "coin" to a Scotchman, 

And he kens you're talking of oats. 

Say "com" to any man. 

And he thinks of the greatest grain of his 
native land. 

Say "com" to the American, and he knows 
you mean CORN. 

Be Hnglish and call it maize. 

Be scientific with "Zea mays. " 

Cedi it whatever you will. 

It grows on a hundred million American 
acres, 

Gro'ws and yields right well— 

Yields corn enough 

To give two dozen bushels to every man, 
woman, and child in the U.S.A. 

Clear tie living-rooms of America.' 

Make way for Indian com J 

For "very man, woman, and child in the 
United States cf America, 

Two dozen bu.shels of Indian corn. 

Picture the baby 

On the living room floor 

And twice a dozen baskets full of corn. 


Take if you will an inbred .strain. 
Mak' your selections again and again, 
Do it some more. 

And choose out four. 

Call one A, and call one B. 

Call one C, and call one D. 

Call, them in rhyme. 

(It’s com-planting time.) 

It's corn-planting tima 
For A wit h his B 
And C with his D. 

'.'.'atch the summer winds sway 
The tassels on A, 

The pollen-rich tassels of A, 

And at harvest time see 
The kernels on B— 

The full-ripened seed of the 
detasseled B, 

Predestined to mate wit h the 
seed of CD. 

For C with his D 
Has a way 
You can say 

Is like A’s with his B. 

But the grain the- both yield 
In the seed-grower's field 
Makes no Johnny cake, com meal, 
or succotash. 

Makes no chicken corn, cow feed 
or hog mash. 

It's fata 
Is to mate; 

It's deed 
Is to breed. 


/'ing, the praises of hybrid com 

To the tunc of pork at your m eals. 
For seven BIUICK poun'-.v of pork 
I.H hybrid v t .-or i n kn mays. 

But no man knows 
'/.here will corn grows. 


(Growin - com is a human thin.-.) 




'.Vhen Sprin-' cones to America 
The farmers of 48 United Ctstes 
Get up from their breakfasts— 

They and their sons and their daughter.s too— 

In every State of the Union 
The farmers of America 
Rise up from their breakfasts 

And plant a hundred milllcn acres of Indian com. 


And before 
And behind them 

Across the com fields of America 
A 

nation 

moves 

with 

t hem. 

AM2RIGA GROWS CCRN: 


( NOT FOI^ PU8i.ICATlOn^ 


Picture the preacher 
in the pulpit 

And 24 bushels of Indian com. 
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Value of 
the useless 

It has been said that good research 
scientists find out more valuable 
things by accident than the ordinary 
run of people ever do on purpose. 
This is not quite true, but has its 
merits as an approximation. It is 
also a fact that basic research work¬ 
ers often seem to concentrate most in¬ 
tensively on problems that appear to . 
have no possible value to humanity. 
But the utility of the seemingly use¬ 
less knowledge they accumulate is 
often surprising. 

Many years ago,Karl Wilhelm von 
Nageli, a brilliant Swiss botanist, 
was studying the fresh-water alga 
belonging to the genus Spirogyra., 
known to laymen as “frog spittle” or 
“green slime.” This alga grows in 
ponds and slow streams. To the 
naked eye it looks like fine, long, 
green silk thread. But it is easy to 
see the living cell in operation and 
that is why this plant is often selected 
for study. 

True, a visiting committee of 
farmers or businessmen might not 
have been suitably impressed with 
the activities of a -scientist who 
frittered his time away on frog spit¬ 
tle. They would probably have been 
as disgusted as was Nageli when he 
could no longer get the alga to grow 
in his carefully prepared solutions 
which contained everything a well- 
mannered alga should want in just 
the right proportions to please. 

The alga died 

However, the alga disconsolately 
died every time. Day after day 

Nageli tried to find out why. At long [ 
last he discovered that minute traces 
of copper from his bronze laboratory 
faucet caused the water he used to 
kill the alga. The amount of copper 
involved was so small that no known 
niethod of chemical testing revealed 
it, but an optical test indicated it was 
1 part in 60 million parts of the 
water. That little bit of copper 
killod tliG alga-j a fact NagGli rccordsd 
in a little pamphlet and then went on 
to' other things. 

This remained untranslated and al¬ 
most forgotten for fifty years. Then 
a cress grower appeared in the USDA 
and complained that he and other 
growers were being put out of busi¬ 
ness because some disease killed the 
cress. Dr. George T. Moore was sent 
to investigate. He found that Spiro- 
gyra was smothering the cress, and 
he thought immediately of Nageli’s 
forgotten pamphlet. 


Where the trail led 

Arrangements were made to add 1 
part of copper per 50 million parts of 
water in the cress beds. This de¬ 
stroyed the alga without injury to the 
cress. That led to further study of 
the use of copper in destroying algae 
of various kinds which impart an ob- ’ 
jectionable taste and odor to the water 
in some reservoirs. Methods were 
worked out of using copper for this 
purpose and these became standard 
sanitary engineering practice. 

It was then observed that certain 
species of pathogenic bacteria in the 
water—those of the colon group, for 
instance—could be destroyed by the 
introduction of small quantities of 
copper, with no danger to those who 
drank the water. This killed certain 
types of fish, however. That fact led 
to the testing of chlorine to kill the 
objectionable bacteria. That was ef¬ 
fective without injury to the fish or 
algae. Its use also became standard 
practice in some reservoirs. 

Then it was observed that traces of 
copper killed mosquito larvae. Colo¬ 
nel Gorgas next suggested that some 
USDA men be sent to help him clean 
up the Isthmus of Panama, and Karl 
Kellerman was assigned the job. 
Study of the value of copper in nutri¬ 
tion was another step that followed 
in other institutions. It was found 
that diets deficient in copper pro¬ 
duced secondary anemias and that a 
trace of copper was also essential for 
plant growth. So much for Nageli’s 
penchant for monkeying around with 
frog spittle. 


USDAs January 8, 1944 

——,- ----- - 
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